§361.9

FDIC ‘““Vendor Application,”” Form
#3700/13, will be registered in the Na-
tional Contractor System (NCS), an
automated database. The NCS will be
available to all FDIC offices involved
in contracting activities. The NCS will
be utilized to identify qualified MWOBs
for inclusion on bid lists.

(b) To ensure that minority and
women-owned firms are being included
in each solicitation, the solicitation
process will include:

(1) Disseminating procedures and in-
formation governing FDIC’s solicita-
tion rules and policies to MWOBS;

(2) Providing MWOBs technical guid-
ance in the preparation of proposals;

(3) Allowing qualified MWOBs a 3%
price advantage and additional tech-
nical consideration for competitively
bid services; and

(4) Providing post-award technical
guidance to unsuccessful MWOBs.

§361.9 MWOB joint ventures.

The FDIC encourages the formation
of bona fide joint ventures to assist
MWOBSs in gaining access to FDIC con-
tracting opportunities.

§361.10 Subcontracting.

Consistent with §361.2 of this part,
the contractor is required to carry out
the FDIC minority and women-owned
business contracting policy in the
awarding of subcontracts to the fullest
extent, consistent with the efficient
performance of the awarded contract.

§361.11 Solicitation and awards for
legal services.

(a) The Legal Division engages out-
side counsel primarily to provide legal
services for liquidation, conservator-
ship and receivership activities. Out-
side counsel is selected on a competi-
tive basis, as defined in the FDIC
““Guide for Outside Counsel’, P-2100-
002-91 (*‘Guide’), as amended from time
to time.

(b) To be retained as outside counsel,
law firms must be free of conflicting
interests, unless the Legal Division
waives those conflicts in writing. Out-
side counsel must also enter into a
Legal Services Agreement with the
FDIC and agree to comply with the
provisions of the “Guide’.
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(c) The Legal Division actively seeks
to engage firms owned by minorities
and women, both directly and in asso-
ciation with other firms. The Legal Di-
vision’s Minority and Outreach Office
provides assistance to minority and
women-owned firms, and to minority
and women attorneys within other
firms, with respect to registration or
other matters relating to the retention
of outside counsel.
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