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AUTHORITY: Sec. 5.17 of the Farm Credit
Act; 12 U.S.C. 2252; 31 U.S.C. 3701–3719; 5
U.S.C. 5514; 4 CFR parts 101–105; 5 CFR part
550.

SOURCE: 59 FR 13187, Mar. 21, 1994, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—Administrative
Collection of Claims

§ 608.801 Authority.
The regulations of this part are

issued under the Federal Claims Collec-
tion Act of 1966, as amended by the
Debt Collection Act of 1982, 31 U.S.C.
3701–3719 and 5 U.S.C. 5514, and in con-
formity with the joint regulations
issued under that Act by the General
Accounting Office and the Department
of Justice (joint regulations) prescrib-
ing standards for administrative col-
lection, compromise, suspension, and
termination of agency collection ac-
tions, and referral to the General Ac-
counting Office and to the Department
of Justice for litigation of civil claims
for money or property owed to the
United States (4 CFR parts 101–105).

§ 608.802 Applicability.
This part applies to all claims of in-

debtedness due and owing to the United
States and collectible under procedures
authorized by the Federal Claims Col-
lection Act of 1966, as amended by the
Debt Collection Act of 1982. The joint
regulations and this part do not apply
to conduct in violation of antitrust
laws, tax claims, claims between Fed-
eral agencies, or to any claim which
appears to involve fraud, presentation
of a false claim, or misrepresentation
on the part of the debtor or any other
party having an interest in the claim,
unless the Justice Department author-
izes the Farm Credit Administration,
pursuant to 4 CFR 101.3, to handle the
claim in accordance with the provi-
sions of 4 CFR parts 101–105. Addition-

ally, this part does not apply to Farm
Credit Administration assessments
under part 607 of this chapter.

§ 608.803 Definitions.
In this part (except where the term is

defined elsewhere in this part), the fol-
lowing definitions shall apply:

(a) Administrative offset or offset, as
defined in 31 U.S.C. 3701(a)(1), means
withholding money payable by the
United States Government to, or held
by the Government for, a person to sat-
isfy a debt the person owes the Govern-
ment.

(b) Agency means a department, agen-
cy, or instrumentality in the executive
or legislative branch of the Govern-
ment.

(c) Claim or debt means money or
property owed by a person or entity to
an agency of the Federal Government.
A ‘‘claim’’ or ‘‘debt’’ includes amounts
due the Government from loans insured
by or guaranteed by the United States
and all other amounts due from fees,
leases, rents, royalties, services, sales
of real or personal property, overpay-
ment, penalties, damages, interest, and
fines.

(d) Claim certification means a credi-
tor agency’s written request to a pay-
ing agency to effect an administrative
offset.

(e) Creditor agency means an agency
to which a claim or debt is owed.

(f) Debtor means the person or entity
owing money to the Federal Govern-
ment.

(g) FCA means the Farm Credit Ad-
ministration.

(h) Hearing official means an individ-
ual who is responsible for reviewing a
claim under § 608.810 of this part.

(i) Paying agency means an agency of
the Federal Government owing money
to a debtor against which an adminis-
trative or salary offset can be effected.

(j) Salary offset means an administra-
tive offset to collect a debt under 5
U.S.C. 5514 by deductions at one or
more officially established pay inter-
vals from the current pay account of a
debtor.

§ 608.804 Delegation of authority.
The FCA official(s) designated by the

Chairman of the Farm Credit Adminis-
tration are authorized to perform all
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