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not cause the bank to assume undue
market risk;

(ii) In the event that an undertaking
provides for renewal, the terms for re-
newal should be consistent with the
bank’s ability to make any necessary
credit assessments prior to renewal;
and

(iii) In the event that a bank issues
an undertaking for its own account,
the underlying transaction for which it
is issued must be within the bank’s au-
thority and comply with any safety
and soundness requirements applicable
to that transaction.

(3) Operational expertise. The bank
should possess operational expertise
that is commensurate with the sophis-
tication of its independent undertaking
activities.

(4) Documentation. The bank must ac-
curately reflect the bank’s undertak-
ings in its records, including any ac-
ceptance or deferred payment or other
absolute obligation arising out of its
contingent undertaking.

(c) Coverage. An independent under-
taking within the meaning of this sec-
tion is not subject to the provisions of
§ 7.1017.

§ 7.1017 National bank as guarantor or
surety on indemnity bond.

A national bank may lend its credit,
bind itself as a surety to indemnify an-
other, or otherwise become a guaran-
tor, if:

(a) The bank has a substantial inter-
est in the performance of the trans-
action involved (for example, a bank,
as fiduciary, has a sufficient interest in
the faithful performance by a cofidu-
ciary of its duties to act as surety on
the bond of such cofiduciary); or

(b) The transaction is for the benefit
of a customer and the bank obtains
from the customer a segregated deposit
that is sufficient in amount to cover
the bank’s total potential liability. A
segregated deposit under this section
includes collateral:

(1) In which the bank has perfected
its security interest (for example, if
the collateral is a printed security, the
bank must have obtained physical con-
trol of the security, and, if the collat-
eral is a book entry security, the bank
must have properly recorded its secu-
rity interest); and

(2) That has a market value, at the
close of each business day, equal to the
bank’s total potential liability and is
composed of:

(i) Cash;
(ii) Obligations of the United States

or its agencies;
(iii) Obligations fully guaranteed by

the United States or its agencies as to
principal and interest; or

(iv) Notes, drafts, or bills of exchange
or bankers’ acceptances that are eligi-
ble for rediscount or purchase by a
Federal Reserve Bank; or

(3) That has a market value, at the
close of each business day, equal to 110
percent of the bank’s total potential li-
ability and is composed of obligations
of a State or political subdivision of a
State.

§ 7.1018 Automatic payment plan ac-
count.

A national bank may, for the benefit
and convenience of its savings deposi-
tors, adopt an automatic payment plan
under which a savings account will
earn dividends at the current rate paid
on regular savings accounts. The de-
positor, upon reaching a previously
designated age, receives his or her ac-
cumulated savings and earned interest
in installments of equal amounts over
a specified period.

§ 7.1019 Furnishing of products and
services by electronic means and fa-
cilities.

A national bank may perform, pro-
vide, or deliver through electronic
means and facilities any activity, func-
tion, product, or service that it is oth-
erwise authorized to perform, provide,
or deliver. A national bank may also,
in order to optimize the use of the
bank’s resources, market and sell to
third parties electronic capacities ac-
quired or developed by the bank in
good faith for banking purposes.

§ 7.1020 Purchase of open accounts.

(a) General. The purchase of open ac-
counts is a part of the business of
banking and within the power of a na-
tional bank.

(b) Export transactions. A national
bank may purchase open accounts in
connection with export transactions;
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the accounts should be protected by in-
surance such as that provided by the
Foreign Credit Insurance Association
and the Export-Import Bank.

Subpart B—Corporate Practices
§ 7.2000 Corporate governance proce-

dures.
(a) General. A national bank propos-

ing to engage in a corporate govern-
ance procedure shall comply with ap-
plicable Federal banking statutes and
regulations, and safe and sound bank-
ing practices.

(b) Other sources of guidance. To the
extent not inconsistent with applicable
Federal banking statutes or regula-
tions, or bank safety and soundness, a
national bank may elect to follow the
corporate governance procedures of the
law of the state in which the main of-
fice of the bank is located, the law of
the state in which the holding com-
pany of the bank is incorporated, the
Delaware General Corporation Law,
Del. Code Ann. tit. 8 (1991, as amended
1994, and as amended thereafter), or the
Model Business Corporation Act (1984,
as amended 1994, and as amended there-
after). A national bank shall designate
in its bylaws the body of law selected
for its corporate governance proce-
dures.

(c) No-objection procedures. The OCC
also considers requests for its staff’s
position on the ability of a national
bank to engage in a particular cor-
porate governance procedure in accord-
ance with the no-objection procedures
set forth in Banking Circular 205 or
any subsequently published agency
procedures.2 Requests should dem-
onstrate how the proposed practice is
not inconsistent with applicable Fed-
eral statutes or regulations, and is con-
sistent with safe and sound banking
practices.

§ 7.2001 Notice of shareholders’ meet-
ings.

A national bank must mail share-
holders notice of the time, place, and
purpose of all shareholders’ meetings
at least 10 days prior to the meeting by

first class mail, unless the OCC deter-
mines that an emergency circumstance
exists. Where a national bank is a
wholly-owned subsidiary, the sole
shareholder is permitted to waive no-
tice of the shareholder’s meeting. The
articles of association, bylaws, or law
applicable to a national bank may re-
quire a longer period of notice.

§ 7.2002 Director or attorney as proxy.
Any person or group of persons, ex-

cept the bank’s officers, clerks, tellers,
or bookkeepers, may be designated to
act as proxy. The bank’s directors or
attorneys may act as proxy if they are
not also employed as an officer, clerk,
teller or bookkeeper of the bank.

§ 7.2003 Annual meeting for election of
directors.

When the day fixed for the regular
annual meeting of the shareholders
falls on a legal holiday in the state in
which the bank is located, the share-
holders’ meeting shall be held, and the
directors elected, on the next following
banking day.

§ 7.2004 Honorary directors or advi-
sory boards.

A national bank may appoint honor-
ary or advisory members of a board of
directors to act in advisory capacities
without voting power or power of final
decision in matters concerning the
business of the bank. Any listing of
honorary or advisory directors must
distinguish between them and the
bank’s board of directors or indicate
their advisory status.

§ 7.2005 Ownership of stock necessary
to qualify as director.

(a) General. A national bank director
must own a qualifying equity interest
in a national bank or a company that
has control of a national bank. The di-
rector must own the qualifying equity
interest in his or her own right and
meet a certain minimum threshold
ownership.

(b) Qualifying equity interest—(1) Mini-
mum required equity interest. For pur-
poses of this section, a qualifying eq-
uity interest includes common or pre-
ferred stock of the bank or of a com-
pany that controls the bank that has
not less than an aggregate par value of
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