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at the time the service under 12 CFR
701.14 was approved.

(c) Duration of interlock. An interlock
permitted under this section may con-
tinue until NCUA notifies the affected
depository organizations otherwise.
NCUA may require a credit union to
terminate any interlock permitted
under this section if NCUA concludes,
after giving the affected persons the
opportunity to respond, that the deter-
minations under paragraph (a)(2) of
this section no longer may be made. A
management official may continue
serving the depository organization in-
volved in the interlock for a period of
15 months following the date of the
order to terminate the interlock.
NCUA may shorten this period under
appropriate circumstances.

§ 711.6 Management Consignment ex-
emption.

(a) Criteria. NCUA may permit an
interlock that otherwise would be pro-
hibited by the Interlocks Act and § 711.3
if NCUA, after reviewing an application
submitted by the depository organiza-
tion seeking an exemption, determines
that the interlock would:

(1) Improve the provision of credit to
low- and moderate-income areas;

(2) Increase the competitive position
of a minority- or women-owned deposi-
tory organization;

(3) Strengthen the management of a
depository institution that has been
chartered for less than two years at the
time an application is filed under this
part; or

(4) Strengthen the management of a
depository institution that is in an un-
safe or unsound condition as deter-
mined by NCUA on a case-by-case
basis.

(b) Presumptions. NCUA applies the
following presumptions when reviewing
any application for a Management Con-
signment exemption:

(1) A proposed management official is
capable of strengthening the manage-
ment of a depository institution de-
scribed in paragraph (a)(3) of this sec-
tion if that official is approved by
NCUA to serve as a director or senior
executive officer of that institution
pursuant to 12 CFR 701.14 or pursuant
to conditions imposed on a newly char-
tered credit union and the institution

had operated for less than two years at
the time the service under 12 CFR
701.14 was approved; and

(2) A proposed management official is
capable of strengthening the manage-
ment of a depository institution de-
scribed in paragraph (a)(4) of this sec-
tion if that official is approved by
NCUA to serve as a director or senior
executive officer of that institution
pursuant to 12 CFR 701.14 and the insti-
tution was in a ‘‘troubled condition’’ as
defined under 12 CFR 701.14 at the time
service under that section was ap-
proved.

(c) Duration of interlock. An interlock
granted under this section may con-
tinue for a period of two years from the
date of approval. NCUA may extend
this period for one additional two-year
period if the depository organization
applies for an extension at least 30 days
before the current exemption expires
and satisfies one of the criteria speci-
fied in paragraph (a) of this section.
The provisions set forth in paragraph
(b) of this section also apply to applica-
tions for extensions.

§ 711.7 Change in circumstances.

(a) Termination. A management offi-
cial shall terminate his or her service
or apply for an exemption to the Inter-
locks Act if a change in circumstances
causes the service to become prohib-
ited under that Act. A change in cir-
cumstances may include, but is not
limited to, an increase in asset size of
an organization, a change in the delin-
eation of the RMSA or community, the
establishment of an office, an acquisi-
tion, a merger, a consolidation, or any
reorganization of the ownership struc-
ture of a depository organization that
causes a previously permissible inter-
lock to become prohibited.

(b) Transition period. A management
official described in paragraph (a) of
this section may continue to serve the
depository organization involved in the
interlock for 15 months following the
date of the change in circumstances.
NCUA may shorten this period under
appropriate circumstances.

§ 711.8 Enforcement.

Except as provided in this section,
NCUA administers and enforces the
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Interlocks Act with respect to feder-
ally insured credit unions, and may
refer any case of a prohibited inter-
locking relationship involving these
entities to the Attorney General of the
United States to enforce compliance
with the Interlocks Act and this part.

PART 712—CREDIT UNION SERVICE
ORGANIZATIONS (CUSOs)

Sec.
712.1 What does this part cover?
712.2 How much can a Federal credit union

(FCU) invest in, or loan to, CUSOs, and
what parties may be involved?

712.3 What are the characteristics of and
what requirements apply to CUSOs?

712.4 What must an FCU and a CUSO do to
maintain separate corporate identities?

712.5 What activities and services are
preapproved for CUSOs?

712.6 What activities and services are pro-
hibited for CUSOs?

712.7 What must an FCU do to add activities
or services that are not preapproved?

712.8 What transaction and compensation
limits might apply to individuals related
to both an FCU and a CUSO?

712.9 When must an FCU begin compliance
with this part?

AUTHORITY: 12 U.S.C. 1756, 1757(5)(D) and
(7)(I), 1766, 1782, 1784, 1785, and 1786.

SOURCE: 63 FR 10756, Mar. 5, 1998, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 712.1 What does this part cover?
This part establishes when a Federal

credit union (FCU) can invest in and
make loans to CUSOs. CUSOs are sub-
ject to review by NCUA. This part does
not apply to corporate credit unions
that have CUSOs subject to § 704.11 of
this title. This part does not apply to
state-chartered credit unions or the
subsidiaries of state-chartered credit
unions that do not have FCU invest-
ments or loans.

§ 712.2 How much can an FCU invest
in, or loan to, CUSOs, and what par-
ties may be involved?

(a) Investments. An FCU’s total in-
vestments in CUSOs must not exceed,
in the aggregate, 1% of its paid-in and
unimpaired capital and surplus as of its
last calendar year-end financial report.
For purposes of paragraphs (a) and (b)
of this section, ‘‘paid-in and
unimpaired capital and surplus’’ means
shares and undivided earnings. An FCU

can only invest in a CUSO as an
equityholder of a corporation, as a
member of a limited liability company,
or as a limited partner of a limited
partnership.

(b) Loans. An FCU’s total loans to
CUSOs must not exceed, in the aggre-
gate, 1% of its paid-in and unimpaired
capital and surplus as of its last cal-
endar year-end financial report. Loan
authority is independent and separate
from the 1% investment authority of
subsection (a) of this section.

(c) Parties. An FCU may invest in, or
loan to, a CUSO by itself, or with other
credit unions, or with non-depository
institution parties not otherwise pro-
hibited by § 712.6 of this part.

§ 712.3 What are the characteristics of
and what requirements apply to
CUSOs?

(a) Structure. An FCU can invest in or
loan to a CUSO only if the CUSO is
structured as a corporation, limited li-
ability company, or limited partner-
ship. For purposes of this part, ‘‘cor-
poration’’ means a legally incorporated
corporation as established and main-
tained under relevant state law. For
purposes of this part, ‘‘limited partner-
ship’’ means a legally established lim-
ited partnership as established and
maintained under relevant state law.
For purposes of this part, ‘‘limited li-
ability company’’ means a legally es-
tablished limited liability company as
established and maintained under rel-
evant state law, provided that the FCU
obtains written legal advice that the
limited liability company is a recog-
nized legal entity under the applicable
laws of the state of formation and that
the limited liability company is estab-
lished in a manner that will limit po-
tential exposure of the FCU to no more
than the amount of funds invested in,
or loaned to, the CUSO.

(b) Customer base. An FCU can invest
in or loan to a CUSO only if the CUSO
primarily serves credit unions, its
membership, or the membership of
credit unions contracting with the
CUSO. However, if in order for the
CUSO to provide a permissible service
it is necessary for the CUSO to own
stock in a service provider not meeting
the customer base requirement, then
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