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example, a requester within the cat-
egory in paragraph (d)(1)(ii) of this sec-
tion, if not a full-time member of the
news media, must establish that he or
she is a person whose main professional
activity or occupation is information
dissemination, though it need not be
his or her sole occupation. A requester
within the category in paragraph
(d)(1)(ii) of this section also must es-
tablish a particular urgency to inform
the public about the government activ-
ity involved in the request, beyond the
public’s right to know about govern-
ment activity generally. The formality
of certification may be waived as a
matter of administrative discretion.

(4) Within ten calendar days of re-
ceipt of a request for expedited proc-
essing, TVA’s FOIA Officer shall decide
whether to grant it and shall notify the
requester of the decision. If a request
for expedited treatment is granted, the
request shall be given priority and
shall be processed as soon as prac-
ticable. If a request for expedited proc-
essing is denied, any appeal of that de-
cision shall be acted upon expedi-
tiously.

§ 1301.6 Responses to requests.
(a) Acknowledgements of requests. On

receipt of a request, the FOIA Officer
ordinarily shall send an acknowledge-
ment letter to the requester which
shall confirm the requester’s agree-
ment to pay fees under § 1301.10 and
provide an assigned request number for
further reference.

(b) Grants of requests. Ordinarily, TVA
shall have twenty business days from
when a request is received to determine
whether to grant or deny the request.
Once TVA makes a determination to
grant a request in whole or in part, it
shall notify the requester in writing.
The FOIA Officer shall inform the re-
quester in the notice of any fee charged
under § 1301.10 and shall disclose
records to the requester promptly on
payment of any applicable fee, if the
fee is equal to or more than $100. If the
fee is less than $100, the FOIA officer
shall disclose the records along with a
statement of the fee. Records disclosed
in part shall be marked or annotated to
show the amount of information de-
leted unless doing so would harm an in-
terest protected by an applicable ex-

emption. The location of the informa-
tion deleted also shall be indicated on
the record, if technically feasible.

(c) Adverse determinations of requests.
If TVA makes an adverse determina-
tion denying a request in any respect,
they shall notify the requester of that
determination in writing. Adverse de-
terminations, or denials of requests,
consist of: a determination to withhold
any requested record in whole or in
part; a determination that a requested
record does not exist or cannot be lo-
cated; a determination that a record is
not readily reproducible in the form or
format sought by the requester; a de-
termination that what has been re-
quested is not a record subject to the
FOIA; a determination on any disputed
fee matter, including a denial of a re-
quest for a fee waiver; and a denial of
a request for expedited treatment. The
denial letter shall be signed by the
FOIA Officer or the FOIA Officer’s des-
ignee, and shall include:

(1) The name and title or position of
the person responsible for the denial;

(2) A brief statement of the reason(s)
for the denial, including any FOIA ex-
emption applied by TVA in denying the
request;

(3) An estimate of the volume of
records or information withheld, in
number of pages or in some other rea-
sonable form of estimation. This esti-
mate does not need to be provided if
the volume is otherwise indicated
through deletions on records disclosed
in part, or if providing an estimate
would harm an interest protected by an
applicable exemption; and

(4) A statement that the denial may
be appealed under § 1301.9 and a descrip-
tion of the requirements of § 1301.9.

§ 1301.7 Exempt records.
(a) Records available. TVA’s records

will be made available for inspection
and copying upon request as provided
in this section, except that records are
exempt and are not made available if
they are:

(1)(i) Specifically authorized under
criteria established by an Executive
order to be kept secret in the interest
of national defense or foreign policy
and

(ii) Are in fact properly classified
pursuant to such Executive order;
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