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(g) Entry filer information: Name,
importer number, filer code, bond num-
ber, and surety code.

(h) Product information: Product de-
scription, manifest unit of measure,
HTSUS number described to sub-head-
ing level for particular product or
range of HTSUS numbers at sub-head-
ing levels for multiple products for
which Line Release is sought.

(i) Election of whether the Line Re-
lease transaction is to be considered an
entry or an immediate delivery.

§142.43 Line Release application ap-
proval process.

(a) Port review. The port director
shall review each Line Release applica-
tion to determine whether the ship-
ments qualify for Line Release proc-
essing. The port director may contact
the applicant for further information,
if necessary. An application that fails
to elect whether the Line Release
transaction is to be considered an
entry or an immediate delivery will be
returned to the applicant. If all re-
quired information is submitted, the
application will be forwarded to Head-
quarters for final processing.

(b) Assignment of C-4 Codes. A C-4
Code (Common Commodity Classifica-
tion Code), which is a unique code iden-
tifying the shipper or manufacturer,
importer, entry filer, and the product
for each Line Release shipment, shall
be assigned by Headquarters to each
application approved for Line Release.
Headquarters shall annotate each ap-
proved application with a C-4 Code and
return the application to the port di-
rector who shall return the approved
application to the entry filer.

(c) Denial of Line Release application.
If the port director is considering the
denial of a Line Release application,
consideration shall be given to whether
an application by the same filer for the
same transaction has been approved at
another port. If there is not an ap-
proved application at another port and
the port director determines that the
application shall be denied, the appli-
cation shall be noted denied and re-
turned to the entry filer without a C-+4
Code annotation by the port director.
If an application has been approved at
another port, but the port director still
questions whether the application
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should be approved at his port, the port
director shall forward the application
to the Assistant Commissioner, Office
of Information Management. The Of-
fice of Information and Technology
will review the application and will no-
tify the port director of the final deter-
mination.

§142.44 Entry number range.

After an application for Line Release
has received final approval, filers must
provide the port director, in writing,
with a range of entry numbers for use
in the system so that an entry number
can be assigned automatically to each
Line Release transaction. For the pur-
poses of this subpart, “entry number”,
when the release is an immediate deliv-
ery, merely refers to the Line Release
transaction number; this number does
not become the actual entry number
until an entry for the merchandise re-
leased under the immediate delivery
procedure is filed. A separate range
must be provided for each Line Release
site at the port. These entry numbers
shall be used for assignment within the
Line Release system. Entry filers shall
not assign these numbers to other
entry transactions.

§142.45 Use of bar code by entry filer.

(a) Printing of C-4 Code. Upon receipt
of an approved Line Release applica-
tion, the entry filer, in accordance
with instructions from the port direc-
tor, shall preprint invoices with the C-
4 Code in bar code and alpha-numeric
format or print labels with the nec-
essary information. Bar codes shall be
printed in accordance with the speci-
fications stated in Customs Publica-
tion 561 (Line Release Overview). Labels
or preprinted invoices also shall state
the name of the shipper or manufac-
turer of the product and the name of
the importer of record, if other than
the entry filer, above the bar code and
the name of the entry filer and a prod-
uct description below the bar code.

(b) Multiple commodity processing.
Multiple commodity processing allows
more than one product to be released
under one entry number. The shipper/
manufacturer, importer of record and
the entry filer must be the same. The
product description is the only variable
allowed. The commodities should be
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listed on one invoice with C-4 Code la-
bels for each commodity attached to
the invoice.

(c) Distribution of labels. If labels are
used, the labels shall be affixed to the
invoices in accordance with instruc-
tions from the port director. The entry
filer may either affix the labels or dis-
tribute the labels to the shippers/man-
ufacturers and instruct them in the use
and placement of the labels.

§142.46 Presentation of invoice and
assignment of entry number.

(a) Presentation of invoice. When mer-
chandise that has been approved for
Line Release is imported at a Line Re-
lease site, the carrier, importer or filer
shall present Customs with an invoice
with the bar code or codes printed or
affixed and, according to the method of
transportation, the appropriate mani-
fest document.

(b) Verification of data. If after scan-
ning the bar code at the Line Release
site, the Customs officer verifies the
data on the bar code with the informa-
tion on the invoice, he will key the
quantity on the invoice and an entry
number will be automatically assigned
to the transaction. If there are any dif-
ferences between the system data and
the invoice and bar code, including any
differences in entry filer, the Customs
officer shall order an examination.

(c) Other agency documentation. If the
Line Release shipment requires other
agency documentation, the Customs of-
ficer at the Line Release site will be
alerted to that requirement electroni-
cally when he verifies the data on the
bar code with the information on the
invoice. If the required form is pre-
sented to the officer with the docu-
mentation package, the shipment may
be released.

§142.47 Examinations of Line Release
transactions.

(a) General. Merchandise imported
under Line Release generally may be
released without further Customs proc-
essing. Customs, however, may choose
to inspect any Line Release shipment.
Examinations may be either specifi-
cally ordered by the Customs officer or
random.

(b) Voiding of Line Release Trans-
action. Customs may void a Line Re-
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lease transaction for the following rea-
sons: Because of an examination, be-
cause a carrier transporting the Line
Release merchandise is not a partici-
pant in the Land Border Carrier Initia-
tive Program (LBCIP), or because a
driver or conveyance is not authorized
in accordance with the LBCIP. If this
occurs, Customs will return the invoice
to the carrier, and the entry filer, in
order to enter merchandise, shall pre-
pare and submit either a CF 3461 or 3461
Alternate.

[T.D. 92-93, 57 FR 44093, Sept. 24, 1992, as
amended by T.D. 99-2, 64 FR 33, Jan. 4, 1999]

8§142.48 Release procedure.

(a) General. When the Customs officer
at the Line Release site determines
that a shipment is ready for release, re-
lease data, consisting of the entry
number, the date and time of release,
the inspector’s badge number, the
quantity and unit of measure, and the
C-4 Code will be printed on the invoice
and the manifest document and, when
other agency documentation is pre-
sented, may be printed on that docu-
mentation. The invoice shall be re-
turned to the entry filer and the mani-
fest document shall be retained by Cus-
toms.

(b) Notification to non-ABI partici-
pants. The returned invoice with the
release data shall be the release notifi-
cation to non-ABI participants.

(c) Notification to ABI participants. If
the Line Release entry filer is an oper-
ational ABI participant, the filer shall
receive an electronic notification of
the release consisting of the importer
of record number, the port of entry, the
filer code, the entry number, the date
and time of release, the manufacturer
code, the quantity and unit of measure,
the release site, the HTSUS number(s),
the C-4 Code and the country or coun-
tries of origin.

§142.49 Deletion of C-4 Code.

(a) By Customs. A port director may
temporarily or permanently delete an
entry filer's C-4 Code without pro-
viding the participant with any jus-
tification and without prior notifica-
tion in cases of willfulness or when
public health, interest, or safety so re-
quires, thereby revoking the filer’s use
of Line Release.



