Food and Drug Administration, HHS

for any of the other purposes for which
some such drugs are promoted to the
medical profession in labeling and ad-
vertising. In particular, neither clini-
cal investigations nor clinical experi-
ence justify any representations that
such drugs are effective in the manage-
ment of hypertension; in the manage-
ment of coronary insufficiency or coro-
nary artery disease, except for their
anginal manifestations; or in the man-
agement of the post coronary state, ex-
cept angina pectoris present after coro-
nary occlusion and myocardial infarc-
tion.

(c) Any preparation containing such
drugs that is labeled or advertised for
any use other than management of an-
gina pectoris, or that is represented to
be efficacious for any other purpose by
reason of its containing such drug, will
be regarded by the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration as misbranded and subject
to regulatory proceedings, unless such
recommendations are covered by the
approval of a new-drug application
based on a showing of safety and effec-
tiveness.

(d) Any such drug in long-acting dos-
age form is regarded as a new drug that
requires an approved new-drug applica-
tion before marketing.

(e) Any of the drugs listed in para-
graph (a)(2) of this section is regarded
as a new drug that requires an ap-
proved new-drug application. Articles
for which new-drug approvals are now
in effect should be covered by supple-
mental new-drug applications as nec-
essary to provide for labeling revisions
consistent with this policy statement.

§§250.103-250.104 [Reserved]

§250.105 Gelsemium-containing prep-
arations regarded as prescription
drugs.

It is the consensus of informed medi-
cal opinion that the margin of safety
between the therapeutic and toxic con-
centration of gelsemium is narrow and
it is difficult to predict the point at
which the dose will be toxic. Very
small doses may cause toxic symptoms.
It is therefore the view of the Food and
Drug Administration that gelsemium
is not a proper ingredient in any prod-
uct that is to be sold without prescrip-
tion. Accordingly, any drug containing
gelsemium will be regarded as mis-

§250.108

branded under section 503(b)(4) of the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
if its label fails to bear in a prominent
and conspicuous fashion the statement
““‘Caution: Federal law prohibits dis-
pensing without prescription.”

8§250.106-250.107 [Reserved]

§250.108 Potassium permanganate
preparations as prescription drugs.

(a) There have been a number of re-
ports in the medical literature of seri-
ous injuries to women resulting from
the misuse of potassium permanganate
in an effort to induce abortion. Reports
from physicians who have treated such
cases show that the injuries are com-
monly caused by introducing tablets or
crystals of potassium permanganate
into the vagina. Experience with these
cases shows that such use of potassium
permanganate is not effective in pro-
ducing abortion, but that instead the
drug produces serious and painful in-
jury to the walls of the vagina, causing
ulcers, massive hemorrhage, and infec-
tion. Such dangerous and useless em-
ployment of potassium permanganate
is apparently encouraged among the
misinformed by the mistaken idea that
the vaginal bleeding caused by the cor-
rosive action of the drug indicates a
termination of pregnancy, which it
does not.

(b) Potassium permanganate is a
strong oxidizing agent, a highly caus-
tic, tissue-destroying chemical, and a
poison. There are no circumstances
under which crystals and tablets of po-
tassium permanganate constitute safe
dosage forms for use in self-medica-
tion. It is the consensus of informed
medical opinion that the only dosage
forms of potassium permanganate
known to be safe for use in self-medica-
tion are aqueous solutions containing
not more than 0.04 percent potassium
permanganate. Such solutions are safe
for use in self-medication only by ex-
ternal application to the skin.

(c) In view of the very real potential-
ity for harmful effect, and the actual
injuries caused by the misuse of potas-
sium permanganate, the Food and Drug
Administration believes that in order
adequately to protect the public
health:
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