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23 CFR Ch. I (4–1–23 Edition) § 650.301 

3 This document is available for inspection 
and copying as prescribed by 49 CFR part 7, 
appendix D. 

1 The NHI training may be found at the fol-
lowing URL: www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/. 

under title 23, United States Code, and 
located in the coastal zone manage-
ment areas of States with coastal zone 
management programs approved by the 
United States Department of Com-
merce, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, should utilize 
‘‘Guidance Specifying Management 
Measures for Sources of Nonpoint 
Source Pollution in Coastal Waters,’’ 
84–B–92–002, U.S. EPA, January 1993. 3 
State highway agencies should refer to 
this Environmental Protection Agency 
guidance document for the design of 
projects within coastal zone manage-
ment areas. 

Subpart C—National Bridge 
Inspection Standards (NBIS) 

SOURCE: 87 FR 27429, May 6, 2022, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 650.301 Purpose. 
This subpart sets the national min-

imum standards for the proper safety 
inspection and evaluation of all high-
way bridges in accordance with 23 
U.S.C. 144(h) and the requirements for 
preparing and maintaining an inven-
tory in accordance with 23 U.S.C. 
144(b). 

§ 650.303 Applicability. 
The National Bridge Inspection 

Standards (NBIS) in this subpart apply 
to all structures defined as highway 
bridges located on all public roads, on 
and off Federal-aid highways, including 
tribally-owned and federally-owned 
bridges, private bridges that are con-
nected to a public road on both ends of 
the bridge, temporary bridges, and 
bridges under construction with por-
tions open to traffic. 

§ 650.305 Definitions. 
The following terms used in this sub-

part are defined as follows: 
AASHTO Manual. The term 

‘‘AASHTO Manual’’ means the Amer-
ican Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) 
‘‘Manual for Bridge Evaluation’’, in-
cluding Interim Revisions, excluding 

the 3rd paragraph in Article 6B.7.1, in-
corporated by reference in § 650.317. 

Attribute. Characteristic of the de-
sign, loading, conditions, and environ-
ment that affect the reliability of a 
bridge or bridge member. 

Bridge. A structure including sup-
ports erected over a depression or an 
obstruction, such as water, highway, or 
railway, and having a track or passage-
way for carrying traffic or other mov-
ing loads, and having an opening meas-
ured along the center of the roadway of 
more than 20 feet between under 
copings of abutments or spring lines of 
arches, or extreme ends of openings for 
multiple boxes; it includes multiple 
pipes, where the clear distance between 
openings is less than half of the small-
er contiguous opening. 

Bridge inspection experience. Active 
participation in bridge inspections in 
accordance with the this subpart, in ei-
ther a field inspection, supervisory, or 
management role. Some of the experi-
ence may come from relevant bridge 
design, bridge load rating, bridge con-
struction, and bridge maintenance ex-
perience provided it develops the skills 
necessary to properly perform a NBIS 
bridge inspection. 

Bridge inspection refresher training. 
The National Highway Institute 1 (NHI) 
‘‘Bridge Inspection Refresher Training 
Course’’ or other State, federally, or 
tribally developed instruction aimed to 
improve quality of inspections, intro-
duce new techniques, and maintain 
consistency in the inspection program. 

Bridge Inspector’s Reference Manual or 
the BIRM. A comprehensive FHWA 
manual on procedures and techniques 
for inspecting and evaluating a variety 
of in-service highway bridges. This 
manual is available at the following 
URL: www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/nbis.cfm. 
This manual may be purchased from 
the Government Publishing Office, 
Washington, DC 20402 and from Na-
tional Technical Information Service, 
Springfield, VA 22161. 

Complex feature. Bridge component(s) 
or member(s) with advanced or unique 
structural members or operational 
characteristics, construction methods, 
and/or requiring specific inspection 
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