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refer to ‘‘canal’’ or ‘‘canals’’ must state
the specific use to which such canal or
canals can be put.

(g) Maps and distances. (1) The use of
maps to show proximity to other com-
munities, unless the maps are drawn to
scale and scale included, or the specific
road mileage appears in easily readable
print.

(2) The use of the terms such as
‘‘minutes away’’, ‘‘short distance’’,
‘‘only miles’’, or ‘‘near’’ or similar
terms to indicate distance unless the
actual distance in road miles is used in
conjunction with such terms. Road
miles will be measured from the ap-
proximate geographical center of the
subdivided lands to the approximate
downtown or geographical center of the
community.

(h) Lot size. Representation of the
size of a lot offered unless the lot size
represented is exclusive of all ease-
ments to which the lot may be subject,
except for those for providing utilities
to the lot.

(i) ‘‘Free’’ lots. Representing lots as
‘‘free’’ if the prospective purchaser is
required to give any consideration
whatsoever, offering lots for ‘‘closing
costs only’’ when the closing costs are
substantially more than customary, or
when an additional lot must be pur-
chased at a higher price.

(j) Pre-development prices. References
to pre-development sales at a lower
price because the land has not yet been
developed unless there are plans for de-
velopment, and reasonable assurance is
available that the plans will be com-
pleted.

(k) False reports of lot sales. Repeat-
edly announcing that lots are being
sold or to make repetitive announce-
ments of the same lot being sold when
in fact this is not the case.

(l) Guaranteed refund. Use of the word
‘‘guarantee’’ or phrase ‘‘guaranteed re-
fund’’ or similar language implying a
money-back guarantee unless the re-
fund is unconditional.

(m) Discount certificates. The use of
discount certificates when in fact there
is no actual price reduction or when a
discount certificate is regularly used.

(n) Lot exchanges. Representations re-
garding property exchange privileges

unless any applicable conditions are
clearly stated.

(o) Resale program. Making any rep-
resentation that implies that the de-
veloper or agent will resell or repur-
chase the property being offered at
some future time unless the developer
or agent has an ongoing program for
doing so.

(p) Symbols for conditions. The use of
asterisks or any other reference sym-
bol or oral parenthetical expression as
a means of contradicting or substan-
tially changing any previously made
statement or as a means of obscuring
material facts.

(q) Proposed public facilities. Ref-
erences to a proposed public facility
unless money has been budgeted for
construction of the facility and is
available to the public authority hav-
ing the responsibility of construction,
or unless disclosure of the existing
facts concerning the public facility is
made.

(r) Non-profit or institutional name use.
The use of names or trade styles which
imply that the developer is a nonprofit
research organization, public bureau,
group, etc., when such is not the case.

§ 1715.27 Fair housing.

Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of
1968, 42 U.S.C. 3601, et seq., and its im-
plementing regulations and guidelines
apply to land sales transactions to the
extent warranted by the facts of the
transaction.

[61 FR 13598, Mar. 27, 1996]

§ 1715.30 Persons to whom subpart B
is inapplicable.

Newspaper or periodical publishers,
job printers, broadcasters, or tele-
casters, or any of the employees there-
of, are not subject to this subpart un-
less the publishers, printers, broad-
casters, or telecasters—

(a) Have actual knowledge of the fal-
sity of the advertisement or

(b) Have any interest in the subdivi-
sion advertised or

(c) Also serve directly or indirectly
as the advertising agent or agency for
the developer.
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