§206.457

all parties to an arm’s-length contract,
and may be retroactively applied to
value for royalty purposes for a period
not to exceed two years, unless MMS
approves a longer period. If the lessee
makes timely application for a price
increase allowed under its contract but
the purchaser refuses, and the lessee
takes reasonable measures, which are
documented, to force purchaser compli-
ance, the lessee will owe no additional
royalties unless or until monies or con-
sideration resulting from the price in-
crease are received. This paragraph
shall not be construed to permit a les-
see to avoid its royalty payment obli-
gation in situations where a purchaser
fails to pay, in whole or in part or
timely, for a quantity of coal.

() Notwithstanding any provision in
these regulations to the contrary, no
review, reconciliation, monitoring, or
other like process that results in a re-
determination by MMS of value under
this section shall be considered final or
binding as against the Indian Tribes or
allottees until the audit period is for-
mally closed.

(k) Certain information submitted to
MMS to support valuation proposals,
including transportation, coal washing,
or other allowances pursuant to
§§206.457 through 206.461 and §206.464 of
this subpart, is exempted from disclo-
sure by the Freedom of Information
Act, 5 U.S.C. 522. Any data specified by
the Act to be privileged, confidential,
or otherwise exempt shall be main-
tained in a confidential manner in ac-
cordance with applicable law and regu-
lations. All requests for information
about determinations made under this
part are to be submitted in accordance
with the Freedom of Information Act
regulation of the Department of the In-
terior, 43 CFR part 2. Nothing in this
section is intended to limit or diminish
in any manner whatsoever the right of
an Indian lessor to obtain any and all
information as such lessor may be law-
fully entitled from MMS or such les-
sor’s lessee directly under the terms of
the lease or applicable law.

§206.457 Washing
eral.

(a) For ad valorem leases subject to

§206.456 of this subpart, MMS shall, as

authorized by this section, allow a de-

allowances—gen-
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duction in determining value for roy-
alty purposes for the reasonable, actual
costs incurred to wash coal, unless the
value determined pursuant to §206.456
of this subpart was based upon like-
quality unwashed coal. Under no cir-
cumstances will the authorized wash-
ing allowance and the transportation
allowance reduce the value for royalty
purposes to zero.

(b) If MMS determines that a lessee
has improperly determined a washing
allowance authorized by this section,
then the lessee shall be liable for any
additional royalties, plus interest de-
termined in accordance with 30 CFR
218.202, or shall be entitled to a credit,
without interest.

(c) Lessees shall not disproportion-
ately allocate washing costs to Indian
leases.

(d) No cost normally associated with
mining operations and which are nec-
essary for placing coal in marketable
condition shall be allowed as a cost of
washing.

(e) Coal washing costs shall only be
recognized as allowances when the
washed coal is sold and royalties are
reported and paid.

[61 FR 5481, Feb. 12, 1996, as amended at 64
FR 43289, Aug. 10, 1999]

§206.458 Determination of washing al-
lowances.

(@) Arm’s-length contracts. (1) For
washing costs incurred by a lessee pur-
suant to an arm’s-length contract, the
washing allowance shall be the reason-
able actual costs incurred by the lessee
for washing the coal under that con-
tract, subject to monitoring, review,
audit, and possible future adjustment.
MMS’ prior approval is not required be-
fore a lessee may deduct costs incurred
under an arm’s-length contract. How-
ever, before any deduction may be
taken, the lessee must submit a com-
pleted page one of Form MMS-4292,
Coal Washing Allowance Report, in ac-
cordance with paragraph (c)(1) of this
section. A washing allowance may be
claimed retroactively for a period of
not more than 3 months prior to the
first day of the month that Form
MMS-4292 is filed with MMS, unless
MMS approves a longer period upon a
showing of good cause by the lessee.
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