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Mine Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 57.9160 

§ 57.8534 Shutdown or failure of auxil-
iary fans. 

(a) Auxiliary fans installed and used 
to ventilate the active workings of the 
mine shall be operated continuously 
while persons are underground in the 
active workings, except for scheduled 
production-cycle shutdowns or planned 
or scheduled fan maintenance or fan 
adjustments where air quality is main-
tained in compliance with the applica-
ble standards of subpart D of this part, 
and all persons underground in the af-
fected areas are advised in advance of 
such scheduled or planned fan shut-
downs, maintenance, or adjustments. 

(b) In the event of auxiliary fan fail-
ure due to malfunction, accident, 
power failure, or other such unplanned 
or unscheduled event: 

(1) The air quality in the affected ac-
tive workings shall be tested at least 
within 2 hours of the discovery of the 
fan failure, and at least every 4 hours 
thereafter by a competent person for 
compliance with the requirements of 
the applicable standards of subpart D 
of this part until normal ventilation is 
restored, or 

(2) All persons, except those working 
on the fan, shall be withdrawn, the 
ventilation shall be restored to normal 
and the air quality in the affected ac-
tive workings shall be tested by a com-
petent person to assure that the air 
quality meets the requirements of the 
standards in subpart D of this part, be-
fore any other persons are permitted to 
enter the affected active workings.

§ 57.8535 Seals. 
Seals shall be provided with a means 

for checking the quality of air behind 
the seal and a means to prevent a 
water head from developing unless the 
seal is designed to impound water.

Subpart H—Loading, Hauling, and 
Dumping

SOURCE: 53 FR 32526, Aug. 25, 1988, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 57.9000 Definitions. 
The following definitions apply in 

this subpart: 
Berm. A pile or mound of material 

along an elevated roadway capable of 

moderating or limiting the force of a 
vehicle in order to impede the vehicle’s 
passage over the bank of the roadway. 

Mobile equipment. Wheeled, skid-
mounted, track-mounted, or rail-
mounted equipment capable of moving 
or being moved. 

TRAFFIC SAFETY

§ 57.9100 Traffic control. 

To provide for the safe movement of 
self-propelled mobile equipment— 

(a) Rules governing speed, right-of-
way, direction of movement, and the 
use of headlights to assure appropriate 
visibility, shall be established and fol-
lowed at each mine; and 

(b) Signs or signals that warn of haz-
ardous conditions shall be placed at ap-
propriate locations at each mine.

§ 57.9101 Operating speeds and control 
of equipment. 

Operators of self-propelled mobile 
equipment shall maintain control of 
the equipment while it is in motion. 
Operating speeds shall be consistent 
with conditions of roadways, tracks, 
grades, clearance, visibility, and traf-
fic, and the type of equipment used.

§ 57.9102 Movement of independently 
operating rail equipment. 

Movement of two or more pieces of 
rail equipment operating independ-
ently on the same track shall be con-
trolled for safe operation.

§ 57.9103 Clearance on adjacent tracks. 

Railcars shall not be left on side 
tracks unless clearance is provided for 
traffic on adjacent tracks.

§ 57.9104 Railroad crossings. 

Designated railroad crossings shall 
be posted with warning signs or sig-
nals, or shall be guarded when trains 
are passing. These crossings shall also 
be planked or filled between the rails.

§ 57.9160 Train movement during shift 
changes. 

During shift changes, the movement 
of underground trains carrying rock or 
material shall be limited to areas 
where the trains do not present a haz-
ard to persons changing shifts.
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