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(2) Clearly marked to show the route
of travel to the surface;

(3) Provided with ladders, stairways,
ramps, or similar facilities where the
escapeways Cross over obstructions;
and

(4) Maintained at least 4 feet wide by
5 feet high. If the pitch or thickness of
the coal seam does not permit these di-
mensions to be maintained other di-
mensions may be approved in the ven-
tilation plan.

(d) Surface openings shall be ade-
quately protected to prevent surface
fires, fumes, smoke, and flood water
from entering the mine.

(e) Primary escapeway. One escapeway
that shall be ventilated with intake air
shall be designated as the primary
escapeway.

® Alternate escapeway. One
escapeway that shall be designated as
the alternate escapeway shall be sepa-
rated from the primary escapeway for
its entire length.

(g) Mechanical escape facilities shall
be provided—

(1) For each shaft or slope opening
that is part of a primary escapeway;
and

(2) For slopes that are part of
escapeways, unless ladders are in-
stalled.

(h) Within 30 minutes after mine per-
sonnel on the surface have been noti-
fied of an emergency requiring evacu-
ation, mechanical escape facilities
shall be operational at the bottom of
each shaft and slope opening that is
part of an escapeway.

(i) Except where automatically acti-
vated hoisting equipment is used, the
bottom of each shaft or slope opening
that is part of a primary escapeway
shall be equipped with a means of sig-
naling a surface location where a per-
son is always on duty when anyone is
underground. When the signal is acti-
vated or the evacuation of personnel is
necessary, the person on duty shall as-
sure that mechanical escape facilities
are operational as required by para-
graph (h) of this section.

§75.382 Mechanical escape facilities.

(a) Mechanical escape facilities shall
be provided with overspeed, overwind,
and automatic stop controls.
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(b) Every mechanical escape facility
with a platform, cage, or other device
shall be equipped with brakes that can
stop the fully loaded platform, cage, or
other device.

(c) Mechanical escape facilities, in-
cluding automatic elevators, shall be
examined weekly. The weekly exam-
ination of this equipment may be con-
ducted at the same time as a daily ex-
amination required by §75.1400-3.

(1) The weekly examination shall in-
clude an examination of the headgear,
connections, links and chains, over-
speed and overwind controls, auto-
matic stop controls, and other facili-
ties.

(2) At least once each week, the hoist
shall be run through one complete
cycle of operation to determine that it
is operating properly.

(d) A person trained to operate the
mechanical escape facility always shall
be available while anyone is under-
ground to provide the mechanical es-
cape facilities, if required, to the bot-
tom of each shaft and slope opening
that is part of an escapeway within 30
minutes after personnel on the surface
have been notified of an emergency re-
quiring evacuation. However, no oper-
ator is required for automatically oper-
ated cages, platforms, or elevators.

(e) Mechanical escape facilities shall
have rated capacities consistent with
the loads handled.

(f) Manually-operated mechanical es-
cape facilities shall be equipped with
indicators that accurately and reliably
show the position of the facility.

(g) Certification. The person making
the examination as required by para-
graph (c) of this section shall certify by
initials, date, and the time that the ex-
amination was made. Certifications
shall be made at or near the facility ex-
amined.

§75.383 Escapeway maps and drills.

(a) A map shall be posted or readily
accessible to all miners in each work-
ing section, and in each area where
mechanized mining equipment is being
installed or removed. The map shall
show the designated escapeways from
the working section to the location
where miners must travel to satisfy
the escapeway drill specified in para-
graph (b)(1) of this section. A map
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showing the main escapeways shall be
posted at a surface location of the mine
where miners congregate, such as at
the mine bulletin board, bathhouse, or
waiting room. All maps shall be kept
up to date, and any changes in route of
travel, locations of doors, or directions
of airflow shall be shown on the maps
by the end of the shift on which the
changes are made, and affected miners
shall be informed of the changes before
entering the underground areas of the
mine. Miners underground on a shift
when any such change is made shall be
immediately notified of the change.

(b) (1) At least once every 90 days,
each miner, including miners with
working stations located between
working sections and main escapeways,
shall participate in a practice
escapeway drill. During this drill, each
miner shall travel the primary or alter-
nate escapeway from the miner’s work-
ing section or area where mechanized
mining equipment is being installed or
removed, to the area where the split of
air ventilating the working section
intersects a main air course, or 2,000
feet outby the section loading point,
whichever distance is greater. Other
miners shall participate in the
escapeway drill by traveling in the pri-
mary or alternate escapeway for a dis-
tance of 2,000 feet from their working
station toward the nearest escape facil-
ity or drift opening. An escapeway drill
shall not be conducted in the same
escapeway as the immediately pre-
ceding drill.

(2) At least once every 6 weeks and
for each shift, at least two miners on
each coal producing working section
who work on that section, accompanied
by the section supervisor, shall partici-
pate in a practice escape drill and shall
travel the primary or alternate
escapeway from the location specified
in paragraph (b)(1) of this section, to
the surface, to mechanical escape fa-
cilities, or to an underground entrance
to a shaft or slope to the surface. Sys-
tematic rotation of section personnel
shall be used so that all miners partici-
pate in this drill. An escapeway drill
shall not be conducted in the same
escapeway as the immediately pre-
ceding drill.

(3) At least once every 6 weeks, at
least two miners on each maintenance

§75.385
shift and a supervisor, shall participate
in a practice escape drill and shall
travel the primary or alternate

escapeway from the location specified
in paragraph (b)(1) of this section, to
the surface, to mechanical escape fa-
cilities, or to an underground entrance
to a shaft or slope to the surface. Sys-
tematic rotation of maintenance per-
sonnel and working sections shall be
used so that all miners participate in
this drill and the escapeways from all
sections are traveled. An escapeway
drill shall not be conducted in the same
escapeway as the immediately pre-
ceding drill.

(4) Before or during practice
escapeway drills, miners shall be in-
formed of the locations of fire doors,
check curtains, changes in the routes
of travel, and plans for diverting smoke
from escapeways.

(c) The practice escapeway drills may
be used to satisfy the evacuation speci-
fications of the fire drills required by
§75.1101-23.

§75.384 Longwall
travelways.

and shortwall

(a) If longwall or shortwall mining
systems are used and the two des-
ignated escapeways required by §75.380
are located on the headgate side of the
longwall or shortwall, a travelway
shall be provided on the tailgate side of
that longwall or shortwall. The
travelway shall be located to follow the
most direct and safe practical route to
a designated escapeway.

(b) The route of travel shall be clear-
ly marked.

(c) When a roof fall or other blockage
occurs that prevents travel in the
travelway—

(1) Work shall cease on the longwall
or shortwall face;

(2) Miners shall be withdrawn from
face areas to a safe area outby the sec-
tion loading point; and

(3) MSHA shall be notified.

(d) Work may resume on the longwall
or shortwall face after the procedures
set out in 8§75.215 and 75.222 are imple-
mented.

§75.385

When new mines are opened, no more
than 20 miners at a time shall be al-
lowed in any mine until a connection

Opening new mines.
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