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has been made between the mine open-
ings, and these connections shall be
made as soon as possible.

§ 75.386 Final mining of pillars.

When only one mine opening is avail-
able due to final mining of pillars, no
more than 20 miners at a time shall be
allowed in the mine, and the distance
between the mine opening and working
face shall not exceed 500 feet.

§ 75.388 Boreholes in advance of min-
ing.

(a) Boreholes shall be drilled in each
advancing working place when the
working place approaches—

(1) To within 50 feet of any area lo-
cated in the mine as shown by surveys
that are certified by a registered engi-
neer or registered surveyor unless the
area has been preshift examined;

(2) To within 200 feet of any area lo-
cated in the mine not shown by surveys
that are certified by a registered engi-
neer or registered surveyor unless the
area has been preshift examined; or

(3) To within 200 feet of any mine
workings of an adjacent mine located
in the same coalbed unless the mine
workings have been preshift examined.

(b) Boreholes shall be drilled as fol-
lows:

(1) Into the working face, parallel to
the rib, and within 3 feet of each rib.

(2) Into the working face, parallel to
the rib, and at intervals across the face
not to exceed 8 feet.

(3) At least 20 feet in depth in ad-
vance of the working face, and always
maintained to a distance of 10 feet in
advance of the working face.

(c) Boreholes shall be drilled in both
ribs of advancing working places de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section
unless an alternative drilling plan is
approved by the District Manager in
accordance with paragraph (g) of this
section. These boreholes shall be
drilled—

(1) At an angle of 45 degrees to the di-
rection of advance;

(2) At least 20 feet in depth; and
(3) At intervals not to exceed 8 feet.
(d) When a borehole penetrates an

area that cannot be examined, and be-
fore mining continues, a certified per-
son shall, if possible, determine—

(1) The direction of airflow in the
borehole;

(2) The pressure differential between
the penetrated area and the mine
workings;

(3) The concentrations of methane,
oxygen, carbon monoxide, and carbon
dioxide; and

(4) Whether water is impounded with-
in the penetrated area.

(e) Unless action is taken to dewater
or to ventilate penetrated areas,
boreholes shall be plugged with wooden
plugs or similar devices when—

(1) Tests conducted at the boreholes
show that the atmosphere in the pene-
trated area contains more than 1.0 per-
cent methane, less than 19.5 percent
oxygen, or harmful concentrations of
carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide or
other explosive, harmful or noxious
gases;

(2) Tests for methane, oxygen, carbon
monoxide, and carbon dioxide cannot
be made because air from mine work-
ings is flowing into the penetrated
area; or

(3) Water is discharging through the
boreholes from the penetrated area
into the mine workings.

(f) If mining is to be conducted with-
in 50 feet above or below an inacces-
sible area of another mine, boreholes
shall be drilled, as necessary, according
to a plan approved by the district man-
ager.

(g) Alternative borehole patterns
that provide the same protection to
miners as the pattern established by
paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section
may be used under a plan approved by
the district manager.

§ 75.389 Mining into inaccessible areas.

(a) (1) The operator shall develop and
follow a plan for mining into areas pen-
etrated by boreholes drilled under
§ 75.388.

(2) Mining shall not resume into any
area penetrated by boreholes until con-
ditions in the penetrated area can be
determined under § 75.388 and the plan
for mining-through into the area has
been approved by the district manager.

(3) A copy of the procedures to be fol-
lowed shall be posted near the site of
the mining-through operations and the
operator shall explain these procedures
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to all miners involved in the oper-
ations.

(b) The procedures specified in the
plan shall include—

(1) The method of ventilation, ven-
tilation controls, and the air quantities
and velocities in the affected working
section and working place;

(2) Dewatering procedures to be used
if a penetrated area contains a water
accumulation; and

(3) The procedures and precautions to
be followed during mining-through op-
erations.

(c) Except for routine mining-
through operations that are part of a
retreat section ventilation system ap-
proved in accordance with § 75.371(f)
and (x), the following provisions shall
apply:

(1) Before and during mining-through
operations, a certified person shall per-
form air quality tests at intervals and
at locations necessary to protect the
safety of the miners.

(2) During mining-through oper-
ations, only persons involved in these
operations shall be permitted in the
mine; and

(3) After mining-through, a certified
person shall determine that the af-
fected areas are safe before any persons
enter the underground areas of the
mine.

Subpart E—Combustible Materials
and Rock Dusting

§ 75.400 Accumulation of combustible
materials.

Coal dust, including float coal dust
deposited on rock-dusted surfaces,
loose coal, and other combustible ma-
terials, shall be cleaned up and not be
permitted to accumulate in active
workings, or on diesel-powered and
electric equipment therein.

[61 FR 55527, Oct. 25, 1996]

§ 75.400–1 Definitions.
(a) The term coal dust means par-

ticles of coal that can pass a No. 20
sieve.

(b) The term float coal dust means the
coal dust consisting of particles of coal
that can pass a No. 200 sieve.

(c) The term loose coal means coal
fragments larger in size than coal dust.

§ 75.400–2 Cleanup program.
A program for regular cleanup and

removal of accumulations of coal and
float coal dusts, loose coal, and other
combustibles shall be established and
maintained. Such program shall be
available to the Secretary or author-
ized representative.

§ 75.401 Abatement of dust; water or
water with a wetting agent.

[STATUTORY PROVISION]

Where underground mining oper-
ations in active workings create or
raise excessive amounts of dust, water
or water with a wetting agent added to
it, or other no less effective methods
approved by the Secretary or his au-
thorized representative, shall be used
to abate such dust. In working places,
particularly in distances less than 40
feet from the face, water, with or with-
out a wetting agent, or other no less ef-
fective methods approved by the Sec-
retary or his authorized representative,
shall be applied to coal dust on the
ribs, roof, and floor to reduce
dispersibility and to minimize the ex-
plosion hazard.

§ 75.401–1 Excessive amounts of dust.
The term ‘‘excessive amounts of

dust’’ means coal and float coal dust in
the air in such amounts as to create
the potential of an explosion hazard.

§ 75.402 Rock dusting.

[STATUTORY PROVISION]

All underground areas of a coal mine,
except those areas in which the dust is
too wet or too high in incombustible
content to propagate an explosion,
shall be rock dusted to within 40 feet of
all working faces, unless such areas are
inaccessible or unsafe to enter or un-
less the Secretary or his authorized
representative permits an exception
upon his finding that such exception
will not pose a hazard to the miners.
All crosscuts that are less than 40 feet
from a working face shall also be rock
dusted.

§ 75.402–1 Definition.
The term too wet means that suffi-

cient natural moisture is retained by
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