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(c) Standard design plans. The regu-
latory authority may establish engi-
neering design standards for primary
roads through the State program ap-
proval process, in lieu of engineering
tests, to establish compliance with the
minimum static safety factor of 1.3 for
all embankments specified in
§ 817.151(b) of this chapter.

[53 FR 45211, Nov. 8, 1988]

§ 784.25 Return of coal processing
waste to abandoned underground
workings.

(a) Each plan shall describe the de-
sign, operation and maintenance of any
proposed coal processing waste disposal
facility, including flow diagrams and
any other necessary drawings and
maps, for the approval of the regu-
latory authority and the Mine Safety
and Health Administration under 30
CFR 817.81(f).

(b) Each plan shall describe the
source and quality of waste to be
stowed, area to be backfilled, percent
of the mine void to be filled, method of
constructing underground retaining
walls, influence of the backfilling oper-
ation on active underground mine oper-
ations, surface area to be supported by
the backfill, and the anticipated occur-
rence of surface effects following back-
filling.

(c) The applicant shall describe the
source of the hydraulic transport medi-
ums, method of dewatering the placed
backfill, retainment of water under-
ground, treatment of water if released
to surface streams, and the effect on
the hydrologic regime.

(d) The plan shall describe each per-
manent monitoring well to be located
in the backfilled area, the stratum un-
derlying the mined coal, and gradient
from the backfilled area.

(e) The requirements of paragraphs
(a), (b), (c), and (d) of this section shall
also apply to pneumatic backfilling op-
erations, except where the operations
are exempted by the regulatory author-
ity from requirements specifying hy-
drologic monitoring.

[44 FR 15366, Mar. 13, 1979, as amended at 48
FR 44780, Sept. 30, 1983]

§ 784.26 Air pollution control plan.

For all surface operations associated
with underground mining activities,
the application shall contain an air
pollution control plan which includes
the following:

(a) An air quality monitoring pro-
gram, if required by the regulatory au-
thority, to provide sufficient data to
evaluate the effectiveness of the fugi-
tive dust control practices, under para-
graph (b) of this section to comply with
applicable Federal and State air qual-
ity standards; and

(b) A plan for fugitive dust control
practices, as required under 30 CFR
817.95.

§ 784.29 Diversions.

Each application shall contain de-
scriptions, including maps and cross
sections, of stream channel diversions
and other diversions to be constructed
within the proposed permit area to
achieve compliance with § 817.43 of this
chapter.

[44 FR 15366, Mar. 13, 1979. Redesignated and
amended at 48 FR 43989, Sept. 26, 1983]

§ 784.30 Support facilities.

Each applicant for an underground
coal mining and reclamation permit
shall submit a description, plans, and
drawings for each support facility to be
constructed, used, or maintained with-
in the proposed permit area. The plans
and drawings shall include a map, ap-
propriate cross sections, design draw-
ings, and specifications sufficient to
demonstrate compliance with § 817.181
of this chapter for each facility.

[53 FR 45211, Nov. 8, 1988]

§ 784.200 Interpretive rules related to
General Performance Standards.

The following interpretation of rules
promulgated in part 784 of this chapter
have been adopted by the Office of Sur-
face Mining Reclamation and Enforce-
ment.

(a) Interpretation of § 784.15: Reclama-
tion plan: Postmining land uses. (1) The
requirements of § 784.15(a)(2), for ap-
proval of an alternative postmining
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land use, may be met by requesting ap-
proval through the permit revision pro-
cedures of § 774.13 rather than request-
ing such approval in the original per-
mit application. The original permit
application, however, must dem-
onstrate that the land will be returned
to its premining land use capability as
required by § 817.133(a). An application
for a permit revision of this type, (i)
must be submitted in accordance with
the filing deadlines of § 774.13, (ii) shall
constitute a significant alteration from
the mining operations contemplated by
the original permit, and (iii) shall be
subject to the requirements of 30 CFR
parts 773 and 775.

(b) [Reserved]

[45 FR 64908, Oct. 1, 1980, as amended at 48 FR
44780, Sept. 30, 1983]

PART 785—REQUIREMENTS FOR
PERMITS FOR SPECIAL CAT-
EGORIES OF MINING

Sec.
785.1 Scope.
785.2 Objective.
785.10 Information collection.
785.11 Anthracite surface coal mining and

reclamation operations.
785.12 Special bituminous surface coal min-

ing and reclamation operations.
785.13 Experimental practices mining.
785.14 Mountaintop removal mining.
785.15 Steep slope mining.
785.16 Permits incorporating variances from

approximate original contour restoration
requirements for steep slope mining.

785.17 Prime farmlands.
785.18 Variances for delay in contempora-

neous reclamation requirement in com-
bined surface and underground mining
activities.

785.19 Surface coal mining and reclamation
operations on areas or adjacent to areas
including alluvial valley floors in the
arid and semi-arid areas west of the 100th
meridian.

785.20 Augering.
785.21 Coal preparation plants not located

within the permit area of a mine.
785.22 In situ processing activities.
785.25 Lands eligible for remining.

AUTHORITY: 30 U.S.C. 1201 et seq., as amend-
ed; Pub. L. 100–34; and Pub. L. 102–486.

SOURCE: 44 FR 15370, Mar. 13, 1979, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 785.1 Scope.
This part establishes the minimum

requirements for regulatory program
provisions for permits for certain cat-
egories of surface coal mining and rec-
lamation operations. These require-
ments are in addition to the general
permit requirements contained in this
subchapter G. All of the provisions of
subchapter G apply to these oper-
ations, unless otherwise specifically
provided in this part.

§ 785.2 Objective.
The objective of this part is to ensure

that permits are issued for certain cat-
egories of surface coal mining and rec-
lamation operations only after the reg-
ulatory authority receives information
that shows that these operations will
be conducted according to the applica-
ble requirements of the Act, sub-
chapter K, and applicable regulatory
programs.

§ 785.10 Information collection.
The collections of information con-

tained in 30 CFR 785.13(e), (f), (g), and
(h), 785.14, 785.15, 785.16, 785.17(b),
785.18(c), 785.19, 785.20, 785.21 and 785.22
have been approved by the Office of
Management and Budget under 44
U.S.C. 3507 and assigned clearance
number 1029–0040. The information is
being collected to meet the require-
ments of sections 711 and 515 of Pub. L.
95–87, which require applicants for spe-
cial types of mining activities to pro-
vide descriptions, maps, plans and data
of the proposed activity. This informa-
tion will be used by the regulatory au-
thority in determining if the applicant
can meet the applicable performance
standards for the special type of min-
ing activities. The obligation to re-
spond is required to obtain a benefit in
accordance with Pub. L. 95–87.

Public reporting burden for this in-
formation is estimated to average 29
hours per response, including the time
for reviewing instructions, searching
existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needed, and com-
pleting and reviewing the collection of
information. Send comments regarding
the burden estimate or any other as-
pect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing the
burden to: Information Collection
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