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§160.1 Purpose.

This part establishes policy and pro-
cedures for the management and oper-
ation of the Department of Defense ac-
quisition regulatory system.

§160.2 Applicability.

The provisions of this part apply to
the Office of the Secretary of Defense,
the Organization of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, the Military Departments and
the Defense Agencies. These provisions
also apply to other Federal agencies
that are directed by the Office of Fed-
eral Procurement Policy (OFPP), Of-
fice of Management and Budget, to
comply with the provisions of this
part.

§160.3 Definitions.

(a) Acquisition. Any relationship en-
tered into to acquire property or serv-
ices for the direct benefit or use of the
Department of Defense to include the
management and business functions
and disciplines involved in establishing
and continuing the relationship.

(b) Contracts. A function including
tasks, skills and activities essential in
conducting contractual relationships
in the acquisition of property and serv-
ices by the Department of Defense. The
term ‘“‘contracts’ shall replace the
term ‘“‘procurement’” as used in the
context of an acquisition function
throughout the Department.

(c) Procurement. The term ‘‘procure-
ment’” shall not be used to identify
functions of the Department of Defense
to acquire property and services except
as relates to the budgetary process.

§160.4 Policy and procedures.

(a) Defense Acquisition Regulatory Sys-
tem. The Defense Acquisition Regu-
latory System (DARS) is a system of
policies and regulations to guide man-
agers in the conduct of DoD acquisition
activities and also to provide the de-
tailed functional regulations required
to govern DoD contractual actions in
accordance with applicable laws and
the need for efficiency. The DARS fo-
cuses on the business management
needs at the operating levels and on
the Government’s actions at the inter-
face with the marketplace in the acqui-
sition of services and materiel. Atten-
tion shall be given to the unique busi-
ness demands in the area of major sys-
tem acquisitions consistent with poli-
cies set forth in 32 CFR part 213, DoD
Directive 5000.21 and OMB Circular A-
109.

(1) The DARS shall be managed as a
system of integrated, coordinated poli-
cies and regulations, responsive to the
needs of the Department of Defense and
to the provisions of the Federal Pro-
curement Regulatory System. Where
feasible, the DARS will achieve uni-
form policies with the Federal Procure-
ment Regulation.

(2) The Deputy Under Secretary of
Defense for Research and Engineering
(Acquisition Policy), OUSD/R&E, is re-
sponsible for the DARS and for the de-
velopment and implementation of the
necessary policy and procedures of the
regulatory system.

(b) DARS Regulations. DARS policy
and procedures shall be published in
the Defense Acquisition Regulation
(DAR) and in DoD Directives, Instruc-
tions, Circulars and Manuals as appro-
priate to the action. The DAR replaces
the Armed Services Procurement Regu-
lation (ASPR), and all laws, policy and
procedures applicable to the ASPR
apply equally to the DAR except as
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