Office of the Secretary of Defense
PROPERTY STANDARDS

§34.20 Purpose of property standards.

Sections 34.21 through 34.25 set forth
uniform standards for management,
use, and disposition of property. DoD
Components shall encourage recipients
to use existing property-management
systems, to the extent that the sys-
tems meet these minimum require-
ments.

§34.21 Real property and equipment.

(a) Prior approval for acquisition with
Federal funds. Recipients may purchase
real property or equipment in whole or
in part with Federal funds under an
award only with the prior approval of
the grants officer.

(b) Title. Title to such real property
or equipment shall vest in the recipient
upon acquisition. Unless a statute spe-
cifically authorizes a DoD Component
to vest title in the recipient without
further obligation to the Government,
and the DoD Component elects to do
so, the title shall be a conditional title.
Title shall vest in the recipient subject
to the conditions that the recipient:

(1) Use the real property or equip-
ment for the authorized purposes of the
project until funding for the project
ceases, or until the property is no
longer needed for the purposes of the
project.

(2) Not encumber the property with-
out approval of the grants officer.

(3) Use and dispose of the property in
accordance with paragraphs (d) and (e)
of this section.

(c) Federal interest in real property or
equipment offered as cost-share. A recipi-
ent may offer the full value of real
property or equipment that is pur-
chased with recipient’s funds or that is
donated by a third party to meet a por-
tion of any required cost sharing or
matching, subject to the prior approval
requirement in §34.13(a)(7). If a recipi-
ent does so, the Government has a fi-
nancial interest in the property, a
share of the property value attrib-
utable to the Federal participation in
the project. The property therefore
shall be considered as if it had been ac-
quired in part with Federal funds, and
shall be subject to the provisions of
paragraphs (b)(1), (b)(2) and (b)(3) of

§34.21

this section, and to the provisions of
§34.23.

(d) Use. If real property or equipment
is acquired in whole or in part with
Federal funds under an award, and the
award provides that title vests condi-
tionally in the recipient, the real prop-
erty or equipment is subject to the fol-
lowing:

(1) During the time that the real
property or equipment is used on the
project or program for which it was ac-
quired, the recipient shall make it
available for use on other projects or
programs, if such other use will not
interfere with the work on the project
or program for which the real property
or equipment was originally acquired.
Use of the real property or equipment
on other projects will be in the fol-
lowing order of priority:

(i) Activities sponsored by DoD Com-
ponents’ grants, cooperative agree-
ments, or other assistance awards;

(if) Activities sponsored by other
Federal agencies’ grants, cooperative
agreements, or other assistance
awards;

(iii) Activities under Federal pro-
curement contracts, or activities not
sponsored by any Federal agency. If so
used, use charges shall be assessed to
those activities. For real property or
equipment, the use charges shall be at
rates equivalent to those for which
comparable real property or equipment
may be leased. The use charges shall be
treated as program income.

(2) After Federal funding for the
project ceases, or when the real prop-
erty or equipment is no longer needed
for the purposes of the project, the re-
cipient may use the real property or
equipment for other projects, insofar
as:

(i) There are Federally sponsored
projects for which the real property or
equipment may be used. If the only use
for the real property or equipment is
for projects that have no Federal spon-
sorship, the recipient shall proceed
with disposition of the real property or
equipment, in accordance with para-
graph (e) of this section.

(if) The recipient obtains written ap-
proval from the grants officer to do so.
The grants officer shall ensure that
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§34.22

there is a formal change of account-
ability for the real property or equip-
ment to a currently funded, Federal
award.

(iii) The recipient’s use of the real
property or equipment for other
projects is in the same order of priority
as described in paragraph (d)(1) of this
section.

(e) Disposition. (1) When an item of
real property or equipment is no longer
needed for Federally sponsored
projects, the recipient shall proceed as
follows:

(i) If the property that is no longer
needed is equipment (rather than real
property), the recipient may wish to
replace it with an item that is needed
currently for the project. In that case,
the recipient may use the original
equipment as trade-in or sell it and use
the proceeds to offset the costs of the
replacement equipment, subject to the
approval of the responsible agency (i.e.,
the DoD Component or the Federal
agency to which the DoD Component
delegated responsibility for admin-
istering the equipment).

(ii) The recipient may elect to retain
title, without further obligation to the
Federal Government, by compensating
the Federal Government for that per-
centage of the current fair market
value of the real property or equipment
that is attributable to the Federal par-
ticipation in the project.

(iii) If the recipient does not elect to
retain title to real property or equip-
ment (see paragraph (e)(1)(ii) of this
section), or request approval to use
equipment as trade-in or offset for re-
placement equipment (see paragraph
(e)(1)(i) of this section), the recipient
shall request disposition instructions
from the responsible agency.

(2) If a recipient requests disposition
instructions, in accordance with para-
graph (e)(1)(iii) of this section, the re-
sponsible grants officer shall:

(i) For equipment (but not real prop-
erty), consult with the Federal pro-
gram manager and judge whether the
age and nature of the equipment war-
rant a screening procedure, to deter-
mine whether the equipment is useful
to a DoD Component or other Federal
agency. If a screening procedure is war-
ranted, the responsible agency shall de-
termine whether the equipment can be
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used to meet a DoD Component’s re-
quirement. If no DoD requirement is
found, the responsible agency shall re-
port the availability of the equipment
to the General Services Administra-
tion, to determine whether a require-
ment for the equipment exists in other
Federal agencies.

(i) For either real property or equip-
ment, issue instructions to the recipi-
ent for disposition of the property no
later than 120 calendar days after the
recipient’s request. The grants officer’s
options for disposition are to direct the
recipient to:

(A) Transfer title to the real property
or equipment to the Federal Govern-
ment or to an eligible third party pro-
vided that, in such cases, the recipient
shall be entitled to compensation for
its attributable percentage of the cur-
rent fair market value of the real prop-
erty or equipment, plus any reasonable
shipping or interim storage costs in-
curred. If title is transferred to the
Federal Government, it shall be subject
thereafter to provisions for Federally
owned property in §34.22.

(B) Sell the real property or equip-
ment and pay the Federal Government
for that percentage of the current fair
market value of the property that is
attributable to the Federal participa-
tion in the project (after deducting ac-
tual and reasonable selling and fix-up
expenses, if any, from the sale pro-
ceeds). When the recipient is author-
ized or required to sell the real prop-
erty or equipment, proper sales proce-
dures shall be established that provide
for competition to the extent prac-
ticable and result in the highest pos-
sible return.

(3) If the responsible agency fails to
issue disposition instructions within
120 calendar days of the recipient’s re-
quest, as described in paragraph
(e)(2)(ii) of this section, the recipient
shall dispose of the real property or
equipment through the option de-
scribed in paragraph (e)(2)(ii)(B) of this
section.

§34.22 Federally owned property.

(a) Annual inventory. Recipients shall
submit annually an inventory listing of
all Federally owned property in their
custody (property furnished by the
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