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Southwest Asia and contiguous waters, 
as used herein, is defined as an area 
which includes the Persian Gulf, Red 
Sea, Gulf of Oman, Gulf of Aden, that 
portion of the Arabian Sea that lies 
north of 10 degrees N. latitude and west 
of 68 degrees E. longitude, as well as 
the total land areas of Iraq, Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, Oman, Bahrain, Qatar, 
and United Arab Emirates. 

(b) Members of the Armed Forces of 
the United States serving in Israel, 
Egypt, Turkey, Syria, and Jordan (in-
cluding the airspace and territorial wa-
ters) between January 17, 1991 and 
April 11, 1991, will also be eligible for 
this award. Members serving in these 
countries must have been under the 
command and control of U.S. Central 
Command or directly supporting mili-
tary operations in the combat theater. 

(c) To be eligible, a service member 
must meet one or more of the following 
criteria: 

(1) Be attached to or regularly serv-
ing for one or more days with an orga-
nization participating in ground or 
shore (military) operations. 

(2) Be attached to or regularly serv-
ing for one or more days aboard a naval 
vessel directly supporting military op-
erations. 

(3) Be actually participating as a 
crew member in one or more aerial 
flights directly supporting military op-
erations in the areas designated in 
paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section. 

(4) Be serving on temporary duty for 
30 consecutive days or 60 nonconsecu-
tive days. These time limitations may 
be waived for people participating in 
actual combat operations. 

(d) The SWASM may be awarded 
posthumously to any person who lost 
his or her life while, or as a direct re-
sult of, participating in Operation 
DESERT SHIELD or Operation 
DESERT STORM without regard to the 
length of such service, if otherwise eli-
gible. 

(e) One bronze service star will be 
worn on the suspension and service rib-
bon of the SWASM for participation in 
each designated campaign. Service 
stars are described in § 578.61. The des-
ignated campaigns for Southwest Asia 
are provided in Table 8 below: 

TABLE 8 

Campaign Inclusive dates Streamer inscription 

Defense of Saudi Arabia ........................... August 2, 1990 to January 16, 1991 ...... Defense of Saudi Arabia 1990–1991. 
Liberation and Defense of Kuwait ............. January 17, 1991 to April 11, 1991 ........ Liberation and Defense of Kuwait 1991. 
Southwest Asia Cease-Fire ....................... April 12, 1991 to November 30, 1995 ..... Southwest Asia Cease-Fire, 1991–1995. 

(f) See AR 670–20 for the Civilian 
Service in Southwest Asia Medal. 

(g) Description. The medal is Bronze 
11⁄4 inches wide, with the words 
‘‘SOUTHWEST ASIA SERVICE’’ across 
the center background. Above the cen-
ter is a desert scene with a tank, ar-
mored personnel carrier, helicopter and 
camels with the rising sun in the back-
ground. Below the center is a seascape 
with ship, tanker, aircraft and clouds 
in the background. On the reverse, is 
an upraised sword entwined with a 
palm frond and ‘‘UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA’’ around the edge. The rib-
bon is 13⁄8 inches wide and consists of 
the following stripes: 1⁄16 inch Black 
67138; 1⁄8 inch Chamois 67142; 1⁄16 inch 
Old Glory Blue 67178; 1⁄16 inch White 
67101; 1⁄16 inch Old Glory Red 67156; 
3⁄16 inch Chamois; 3⁄32 inch Myrtle Green 

67190; center 1⁄16 inch Black; 3⁄32 inch 
Myrtle Green; 3⁄16 inch Chamois; 1⁄16 
inch Old Glory Red; 1⁄16 inch White; 1⁄16 
inch Old Glory Blue; 1⁄8 inch Chamois; 
and 1⁄16 inch Black. 

§ 578.28 Kosovo Campaign Medal. 

(a) Criteria. The Kosovo Campaign 
Medal (KCM) was established by Execu-
tive Order 13154, May 3, 2000. It is 
awarded to members of the Armed 
Forces of the United States who, after 
March 24, 1999, meet the following cri-
teria: 

(1) Participated in or served in direct 
support of Kosovo Operation(s): AL-
LIED FORCE; JOINT GUARDIAN; 
ALLIEDHARBOUR; SUSTAIN HOPE/ 
SHINING HOPE; NOBLE ANVIL; or 
Kosovo TASK FORCE(S): HAWK, 
SABER; or HUNTER within the Kosovo 
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Air Campaign or Kosovo Defense Cam-
paign areas of eligibility. 

(i) Kosovo Air Campaign. The Kosovo 
Air Campaign began on March 24, 1999 
and ended on June 10, 1999. The area of 
eligibility for the Air Campaign in-
cludes the total land area and air space 
of Serbia (including Kosovo), Monte-
negro, Albania, Macedonia, Bosnia, 
Croatia, Hungary, Romania, Greece, 
Bulgaria, Italy and Slovenia; and the 
waters and air space of the Adriatic 
and Ionian Sea north of the 39th North 
latitude. 

(ii) Kosovo Defense Campaign. The 
Kosovo Defense Campaign began on 
June 11, 1999 to a date to be deter-
mined. The area of eligibility for the 
Defense Campaign includes the total 
land area and air space of Serbia (in-
cluding Kosovo), Montenegro, Albania, 
Macedonia, and the waters and air 
space of the Adriatic Seas within 12 
nautical miles of the Montenegro, Al-
bania, and Croatia coastlines south of 
42 degrees and 52 minutes North lati-
tude. 

(2) Service members must be bona 
fide members of a unit participating in 
or be engaged in direct support of the 
operation for 30 consecutive days in the 
area of eligibility or for 60 nonconsecu-
tive days provided this support in-
volves entering the operations area of 
eligibility for meet one or more of the 
following criteria: 

(i) Be engaged in actual combat, or 
duty that is equally as hazardous as 
combat duty, during the operation 
with armed opposition, regardless of 
time in the area of eligibility; 

(ii) While participating in the oper-
ation, regardless of time, is wounded or 
injured and requires medical evacu-
ation from the area of eligibility. 

(iii) While participating as a regu-
larly assigned aircrew member flying 
sorties into, out of, within, or over the 
area of eligibility in direct support of 
the military operations. 

(b) The KCM may be awarded post-
humously to any person who lost his or 
life without regard to the length of 
such service. 

(c) One bronze service star will be 
worn on the suspension and service rib-
bon of the KCM for participation in 
each campaign (Kosovo Air Campaign 
and Kosovo Defense Campaign). Quali-

fication for a second bronze service 
star requires meeting the criteria for 
both campaigns. The 30 consecutive or 
60 nonconsecutive days that begin dur-
ing the Air Campaign and continues 
into the Defense Campaign entitles a 
member to only one bronze service 
star. 

(d) Description. The medal is bronze, 
13⁄8 inches in diameter, with the styl-
ized wreath of grain, reflecting the ag-
ricultural domination of the area and 
its economy, symbolizes the basic 
human rights while highlighting the 
desire of all for peace, safety and pros-
perity. The rocky terrain, fertile val-
ley, and mountain pass refer to the 
Dinartic Alps and the Campaign The-
ater of operations. The sunrise denotes 
the dawning of a new age of unity and 
hope; the right to forge a future of free-
dom, progress and harmony, thus ful-
filling the goal of the Alliance. On the 
reverse an outline of the Yugoslavian 
Province of Kosovo, denoting the area 
of conflict, is combined with a NATO 
star and highlighted compass cardinal 
points, signifying the Alliance partici-
pants who stabilized the region and 
provided massive relief. The inscrip-
tion ‘‘IN DEFENSE OF HUMANITY’’ 
reinforces the objective of the action. 
The ribbon is 13⁄8 inches in width. It is 
composed of the following vertical 
stripes: 15⁄32 inches Old Glory Blue 67178; 
7⁄64 inch Scarlet 67111; 5⁄32 inch White 
67101; 7⁄64 inch Old Glory Blue 67178; 15⁄32 
inch Scarlet 67111. 

§ 578.29 Afghanistan Campaign Medal. 
(a) The Afghanistan Campaign Medal 

is authorized by Public Law 108–234, 
May 28, 2004 and Executive Order 13363, 
November 29, 2004. It is authorized for 
award to individuals who served in di-
rect support of Operation ENDURING 
FREEDOM. The area of eligibility en-
compasses all land area of the country 
of Afghanistan and all air spaces above 
the land. The period of eligibility is on 
or after October 24, 2001 to a future 
date to be determined by the Secretary 
of Defense or the cessation of Oper-
ation ENDURING FREEDOM. 

(b) Criteria. Service members quali-
fied for the Global War on Terrorism 
Expeditionary Medal by reasons of 
service between October 24, 2001 and 
February 28, 2005, in an area for which 
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