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§726.1 Purpose.

This part explains the procedures for
convening competency boards and how
to appoint trustees for members of the
Naval service who have been deter-
mined to be mentally incompetent in
accordance with title 11 of chapter 37,
United States Code.

§726.2 Scope.

(a) The Secretary of the Navy has au-
thority to designate a trustee in the
absence of notice that a legal commit-
tee, guardian, or other legal represent-
ative has been appointed by a State
court of competent jurisdiction. 37
U.S.C. 601-604. Trustees receive the ac-
tive duty pay and allowances, amounts
due for accrued or accumulated leave,
and retired pay or retainer pay, that
are otherwise payable to a member
found by competent medical authority
to be mentally incapable of managing
his affairs.

(b) Member as used in this chapter re-
fers to:

(1) Members of the Navy or Marine
Corps on active duty (other than for
training) or on the retired list of the
Navy or Marine Corps; and

(2) Members of the Fleet Reserve or
Fleet Marine Corps Reserve.

§726.4

§726.3 Authority to appoint trustees.

The Judge Advocate General or his
designee is authorized to act for the
Secretary of the Navy to appoint trust-
ees to receive and administer Federal
monies for members and to carry out
the provisions of this chapter.

§726.4 Procedures for convening com-
petency boards.

(a) Competency Board. (1) The com-
manding officer of the cognizant naval
medical facility will convene a board of
not less than three medical officers or
physicians, one of whom will be a psy-
chiatrist, when there is evidence that a
member who is a patient in the naval
medical facility may be incapable of
handling his affairs. The board will be
convened in accordance with chapter
18, Manual of the Medical Department.
The board may include members of the
Reserve components on active or inac-
tive duty. When active duty Navy or
Marine corps members are hospitalized
in nonnaval medical facilities, the re-
gional Naval Office of the Medical/Den-
tal Affairs will ensure compliance with
chapter 18.

(2) The Judge Advocate General or
his designee may direct the command-
ing officer of any naval medical facil-
ity, or request the commanding officer
of another service medical facility or
administrator of a Department of Vet-
erans Affairs medical facility, to con-
vene a board in accordance with this
section to determine the mental capa-
bility of a member to manage his af-
fairs.

(3) A finding of restoration of com-
petency or capability to manage per-
sonal and financial affairs may be ac-
complished in the same manner speci-
fied in chapter 18, Manual of the Medi-
cal Department, except that the board
may consist of one or two medical offi-
cers or physicians, one of whom must
be a psychiatrist.

(4) At least one officer on the board,
preferably the psychiatrist, will per-
sonally observe the member and ensure
that the member’s medical record, par-
ticularly that portion concerning his
mental health, is accurate and com-
plete.
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§726.5

(5) The requirement for the com-
petency board is in addition to and sep-
arate from the medical board proce-
dures. Each board member will sign the
report of the board and will certify
whether the member is or is not men-
tally capable of managing his affairs.
After approval by the convening au-
thority, the original board report is
forwarded to the Judge Advocate Gen-
eral.

(b) Records. (1) The convening author-
ity will forward the original of each
board report to the Judge Advocate
General, Department of the Navy, 200
Stovall Street, Alexandria, VA 22332-
2400.

(2) In the case of a finding that a
member is not mentally capable of
managing his affairs, the forwarding
endorsement will set forth the name,
relationship, address, and telephone
number(s), of the member’s next of kin
and any other data to help identify a
prospective trustee.

§726.5 Procedures for designation of a
trustee.

(a) Upon receipt of a report of a board
convened under section 1404 that a
member has been found mentally in-
capable of managing his affairs, the
Judge Advocate General or his designee
will initiate action to appoint a trust-
ee, provided no notice of appointment
of a committee, guardian, or other
legal representative by a State court of
competent jurisdiction has been re-
ceived by the Judge Advocate General.
The Judge Advocate General or his des-
ignee may direct any Navy or Marine
Corps activity to appoint an officer to
interview a prospective trustee and
make recommendations concerning
suitability. The Judge Advocate Gen-
eral will provide the interviewing offi-
cer with complete instructions pertain-
ing to the interview of the prospective
trustee, including the forms required
to be completed by the prospective
trustee that will be returned by the
interviewing officer to the Judge Advo-
cate General.

(b) The interviewing officer will: (1)
Determine whether the prospective
trustee can obtain an appropriate bond
as directed by the Judge Advocate Gen-
eral or his designee;
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(2) Ascertain that the prospective
trustee is willing to execute an affida-
vit acknowledging that all monies will
be applied to the use and benefit of the
member and his legal dependents and
that no fee, commission, or charge, for
any service performed by the trustee,
except for payment of the required
bond, will be paid from Federal monies
received by the trustee.

(3) Forward recommendations to the
Judge Advocate General for appro-
priate action.

§726.6 Travel orders.

The Chief of Naval Personnel or the
Director, Personnel Management Divi-
sion, Headquarters, Marine Corps, may
issue travel orders to a member to ap-
pear before an examining board con-
vened to determine whether the mem-
ber is mentally capable of managing
his affairs. In the case of permanently
retired members, however, travel for
an appearance before a board convened
pursuant to section 1404, above, will be
at no cost to the Government unless
the Judge Advocate General or his des-
ignee determines that unusual hard-
ship exists and requests that appro-
priate authority fund the travel ex-
penses.

§726.7 Status of pay account.

(a) Upon notification by the com-
manding officer of the medical facility
preparing the incapacitation deter-
mination that a member has been de-
clared mentally incompetent to man-
age his affairs, the cognizant disburs-
ing officer will take appropriate action
and immediately send the member’s
personal financial record to the appro-
priate finance center following the
guidelines in the Department of De-
fense Military Pay and Allowances En-
titlements Manual, Part Four, chapter
2. The Judge Advocate General or his
designee will then direct the appro-
priate finance center to suspend the
member’s pay. Thereafter, the Judge
Advocate General or his designee will
direct payment of monies to:

(1) The appointed trustee;

(2) The legal representative ap-
pointed by a State court of competent
jurisdiction; or
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