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PART 766—USE OF DEPARTMENT OF
THE NAVY AVIATION FACILITIES
BY CIVIL AIRCRAFT
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NOTE: The provisions of this part 766 are
SECNAV Instruction 3770.1B of 30 June 1970.

§ 766.1 Purpose.
This part establishes the policy and

procedures for the use of Navy and Ma-
rine Corps aviation facilities by air-
craft other than U.S. Department of
Defense aircraft.

§ 766.2 Definition of terms.
For the purpose of this part certain

terms are defined as follows:
(a) Alternate use. Use of the aviation

facility, specified in the flight plan, to
which an aircraft may divert when a
landing at the point of first intended
landing becomes impractical because of
weather. (Aircraft may not be dis-
patched, prior to takeoff from the air-
port of origin, to a facility licensed for
alternate use.)

(b) Civil aircraft. Domestic or foreign
aircraft operated by private individuals
or corporations, or foreign govern-
ment-owned aircraft operated for com-
mercial purposes. This includes:

(1) Contract aircraft. Civil aircraft op-
erated under charter or other contract
to any U.S. Government department or
agency.

(2) Leased aircraft. U.S. Government-
owned aircraft delivered by the Gov-
ernment to a lessee subject to terms
prescribed in an agreement which does
not limit the lessee’s use of the aircraft
to Government business.

(c) Civil aviation. All flying activity
by civil aircraft including:

(1) Commercial aviation. Transpor-
tation by aircraft of passengers or
cargo for hire and the ferrying of air-
craft as a commercial venture.

(2) General aviation. All types of civil
aviation other than commercial avia-
tion as defined above.

(d) Facility. A separately located and
officially defined area of real property
in which the Navy exercises a real
property interest and which has been
designated as a Navy or Marine Corps
aviation facility by cognizant author-
ity; or where the Department of the
Navy has jurisdiction over real prop-
erty agreements, expressed or implied,
with foreign governments, or by rights
of occupation. (This definition does not
include aircraft carriers nor any other
type of naval vessel with a landing area
for aircraft.)

(e) Government aircraft. Aircraft
owned or operated by any department
or agency of either the United States
or a foreign government (except a for-
eign government-owned aircraft oper-
ated for commercial purposes). Also
aircraft owned by any department,
agency, or political subdivision of a
State, territory, or possession of the
United States when such local govern-
ment has sole responsibility for oper-
ating the aircraft. Government aircraft
includes:

(1) Military aircraft. Aircraft used in
the military services of any govern-
ment.

(2) Bailed aircraft. U.S. Government-
owned aircraft delivered by the Gov-
ernment to a Government contractor
for a specific purpose directly related
to a Government contract.

(3) Loaned aircraft. U.S. Government-
owned aircraft delivered gratuitously
by any Department of Defense agency
to another Government agency, to a
U.S. Navy or Marine Corps Flying
Club, or to a U.S. Army or Air Force
Aero Club.
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(f) Joint-use facility. A Navy or Marine
Corps facility where a specific agree-
ment between the Department of the
Navy and a civilian community, or be-
tween the U.S. Government and a for-
eign government, provides for civil air-
craft use of the runways and taxiways.
Civil aircraft terminal, parking, and
servicing facilities are established and
controlled by civil authorities in an
area separate from those of the Navy
or Marine Corps.

(g) Official business. Business, in the
interest of the U.S. Government, which
personnel aboard an aircraft must
transact with U.S. Government organi-
zations or personnel at or near the
naval aviation facility concerned. Use
of a facility to solicit U.S. Government
business is not ‘‘official business.’’

(h) Provisional use. Use of a naval
aviation facility for the purpose of pro-
viding adequate service to a commu-
nity where, because of repair, construc-
tion or the performance of other work,
the regular civil airport servicing the
community is not available for an ex-
tended period. (An aircraft may be dis-
patched prior to takeoff from the air-
port of origin to a naval aviation facil-
ity authorized for provisional use.)

(i) Scheduled use. Use of a facility on
a scheduled or regularly recurring
basis by an air carrier certified by the
Civil Aeronautics Board to provide pas-
senger and cargo service to a commu-
nity or area.

(j) Services in connection with Govern-
ment contracts. This type of operation,
cited on the Aviation Facility License,
indicates the use of a facility for trans-
porting the contractor’s supplies and
personnel for the performance of work
at the facility under the terms of a spe-
cific U.S. Government contract.

(k) Technical stop. An en route land-
ing for the purpose of obtaining fuel,
oil, minor repairs, or crew rest. This
does not include passenger accom-
modations nor passenger/cargo enplan-
ing or deplaning privileges unless spe-
cifically authorized by the Chief of
Naval Operations.

(l) User. An individual, corporation,
or company named in the Aviation Fa-
cility License and the Certificate of In-
surance.

§ 766.3 Authority.

Section 1107(a) of the Federal Avia-
tion Act of 1958 (49 U.S.C. 1507, 1508)
states that ‘‘Air navigation facilities
owned or operated by the United States
may be made available for public use
under such conditions and to such ex-
tent as the head of the department or
other agency having jurisdiction there-
of deems advisable and may by regula-
tion prescribe.’’ (See § 766.13 for restric-
tions imposed by the Federal Aviation
Act of 1958.)

§ 766.4 Policy.

Navy and Marine Corps aviation fa-
cilities are established to support the
operation of Navy and Marine Corps
aircraft. Equipment, personnel and ma-
terial are maintained only at a level
necessitated by these requirements and
shall not be used to support the oper-
ation or maintenance of civil aircraft
or non U.S. Government aircraft, ex-
cept as noted below. (Nothing in this
part, however, should be interpreted to
prohibit any aircraft from landing at
any suitable Navy or Marine Corps
aviation facility in case of a bona fide
emergency.) (See § 766.5(i).)

(a) General. Subject to the procedures
established elsewhere in this part, civil
aircraft and government aircraft, other
than those belonging to the U.S. Gov-
ernment may use Navy or Marine
Corps facilities, if necessary, Provided,
That:

(1) They do not interfere with mili-
tary requirements, and the security of
military operations, facilities, or
equipment is not compromised.

(2) No adequate civil airport is avail-
able. (Exception to this provision may
be made when the aircraft is operated
in connection with official business as
defined in this part.)

(3) Pilots comply with regulations
promulgated by the cognizant military
agency and the commanding officer of
the facility.

(4) Civil aircraft users assume the
risk in accordance with the provisions
of the Aviation Facility License.

(5) Each aircraft is equipped with
two-way radio which provides a capa-
bility for voice communications with
the control tower on standard Navy/
Marine Corps frequencies.
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