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Environmental Protection Agency § 122.26

any warm or cold water aquatic animal
production facility as a concentrated
aquatic animal production facility
upon determining that it is a signifi-
cant contributor of pollution to waters
of the United States. In making this
designation the Director shall consider
the following factors:

(i) The location and quality of the re-
ceiving waters of the United States;

(ii) The holding, feeding, and produc-
tion capacities of the facility;

(iii) The quantity and nature of the
pollutants reaching waters of the
United States; and

(iv) Other relevant factors.
(2) A permit application shall not be

required from a concentrated aquatic
animal production facility designated
under this paragraph until the Director
has conducted on-site inspection of the
facility and has determined that the fa-
cility should and could be regulated
under the permit program.

[48 FR 14153, Apr. 1, 1983, as amended at 65
FR 30907, May 15, 2000]

§ 122.25 Aquaculture projects (applica-
ble to State NPDES programs, see
§ 123.25).

(a) Permit requirement. Discharges
into aquaculture projects, as defined in
this section, are subject to the NPDES
permit program through section 318 of
CWA, and in accordance with 40 CFR
part 125, subpart B.

(b) Definitions. (1) Aquaculture project
means a defined managed water area
which uses discharges of pollutants
into that designated area for the main-
tenance or production of harvestable
freshwater, estuarine, or marine plants
or animals.

(2) Designated project area means the
portions of the waters of the United
States within which the permittee or
permit applicant plans to confine the
cultivated species, using a method or
plan or operation (including, but not
limited to, physical confinement)
which, on the basis of reliable sci-
entific evidence, is expected to ensure
that specific individual organisms com-
prising an aquaculture crop will enjoy
increased growth attributable to the
discharge of pollutants, and be har-
vested within a defined geographic
area.

§ 122.26 Storm water discharges (appli-
cable to State NPDES programs, see
§ 123.25).

(a) Permit requirement. (1) Prior to Oc-
tober 1, 1994, discharges composed en-
tirely of storm water shall not be re-
quired to obtain a NPDES permit ex-
cept:

(i) A discharge with respect to which
a permit has been issued prior to Feb-
ruary 4, 1987;

(ii) A discharge associated with in-
dustrial activity (see § 122.26(a)(4));

(iii) A discharge from a large munic-
ipal separate storm sewer system;

(iv) A discharge from a medium mu-
nicipal separate storm sewer system;

(v) A discharge which the Director,
or in States with approved NPDES pro-
grams, either the Director or the EPA
Regional Administrator, determines to
contribute to a violation of a water
quality standard or is a significant
contributor of pollutants to waters of
the United States. This designation
may include a discharge from any con-
veyance or system of conveyances used
for collecting and conveying storm
water runoff or a system of discharges
from municipal separate storm sewers,
except for those discharges from con-
veyances which do not require a permit
under paragraph (a)(2) of this section
or agricultural storm water runoff
which is exempted from the definition
of point source at § 122.2.

The Director may designate discharges
from municipal separate storm sewers
on a system-wide or jurisdiction-wide
basis. In making this determination
the Director may consider the fol-
lowing factors:

(A) The location of the discharge
with respect to waters of the United
States as defined at 40 CFR 122.2.

(B) The size of the discharge;
(C) The quantity and nature of the

pollutants discharged to waters of the
United States; and

(D) Other relevant factors.
(2) The Director may not require a

permit for discharges of storm water
runoff from mining operations or oil
and gas exploration, production, proc-
essing or treatment operations or
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