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terms that are supported by the record
or withdrawn.

(c) At any time within twenty-one
(21) days of service of the recommended
decision on the parties, the parties
may file comments on the rec-
ommended decision with the Clerk.
The Clerk shall promptly transmit any
such comments received to the Re-
gional Administrator for his consider-
ation in reaching a final decision.

Subpart C—Hearings on Orders
Requiring Corrective Measures

§ 24.13 Qualifications of Presiding Offi-
cer; ex parte discussion of the pro-
ceeding.

(a) Qualifications of Presiding Officer.
The Presiding Officer shall be either
the Regional Judicial Officer (as de-
scribed in 40 CFR 22.04(b)) of another
attorney employed by the Agency, who
has had no prior connection with the
case, including the performance of any
investigative or prosecuting functions.

(b) Ex parte discussion of the pro-
ceeding. At no time after issuance of
the initial administrative order and
prior to issuance of the final order
shall the Regional Administrator, Pre-
siding Officer, or any person who will
advise these officials in the decision on
the case, discuss ex parte the merits of
the proceeding with any interested per-
son outside the Agency, with any Agen-
cy staff member who performs a pros-
ecutorial or investigative function in
such proceeding or a factually related
proceeding, or with any representative
of such person. If, after issuance of the
initial order and prior to issuance of
the final order, the Regional Adminis-
trator, Presiding Officer, or any person
who will advise these officials in the
decision on the case receives from or
on behalf of any party in an ex parte
communication information which is
relevant to the decision on the case
and to which other parties have not
had an opportunity to respond, a sum-
mary of such information shall be
served on all other parties, who shall
have an opportunity to reply to same
within ten (10) days of service of the
summary.

§ 24.14 Scheduling the hearing; pre-
hearing submissions by the parties.

(a) The Presiding Officer shall estab-
lish an expeditious schedule for:

(1) The submission by respondent of a
memorandum, with appropriate affida-
vits and exhibits, stating and sup-
porting respondent’s position on the
facts, law and relief, specifying the
bases upon and manner in which such
determinations or relief provisions, if
erroneous, require modification or
withdrawal of the order:

(2) Submission of a response by EPA;
and

(3) A public hearing.

Subject to § 24.14(b), a hearing shall be
scheduled within 45 days of the order
setting the schedule. The Presiding Of-
ficer shall establish the date, time, lo-
cation and agenda for the hearing and
shall transmit this information to the
parties along with the schedule for the
hearing.

(b) Postponement of the hearing. The
Presiding Officer, as appropriate, may
grant an extension of time for the fil-
ing of any document, other than a re-
quest for a hearing under § 24.05(a), or
may grant an extension of time for the
conduct of the hearing, upon written
request of either party, for good cause
shown and after consideration of any
prejudice to other parties.

(c) Respondent’s pre-hearing submis-
sion. In accordance with the schedule
set by the Presiding Officer, the re-
spondent shall file a memorandum
stating and supporting respondent’s po-
sition on the facts, law and relief. The
memorandum must identify each fac-
tual allegation and all issues regarding
the appropriateness of the terms of the
relief in the initial order that respond-
ent contests and for which respondent
requests a hearing. The memorandum
must clearly state respondent’s posi-
tion with respect to each such issue.
Respondent must also include any pro-
posals for modification of the order.
The memorandum shall also present
any arguments on the legal conclusions
contained in the order.

(d) Written questions to EPA. The re-
spondent may file a request with the
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