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(t) Responsible agency means the orga-
nizational element that has the legal
duty to ensure compliance with these
guidelines.

(u) Rubbish means a general term for
solid waste, excluding food wastes and
ashes, taken from residences, commer-
cial establishments, and institutions.

(v) Satellite vehicle means a small col-
lection vehicle that transfers its load
into a larger vehicle operating in con-
junction with it.

(w) Scavenging means the uncon-
trolled and unauthorized removal of
materials at any point in the solid
waste management system.

(x) Sludge means the accumulated
semiliquid suspension of settled solids
deposited from wastewaters or other
fluids in tanks or basins. It does not in-
clude solids or dissolved material in
domestic sewage or other significant
pollutants in water resources, such as
silt, dissolved materials in irrigation
return flows or other common water
pollutants.

(y) Solid waste means garbage, refuse,
sludges, and other discarded solid ma-
terials, including solid waste materials
resulting from industrial, commercial,
and agricultural operations, and from
community activities, but does not in-
clude solid or dissolved materials in
domestic sewage or other significant
pollutants in water resources, such as
silt, dissolved or suspended solids in in-
dustrial wastewater effluents, dissolved
materials in irrigation return flows or
other common water pollutants. Unless
specifically noted otherwise, the term
‘‘solid waste’’ as used in these guide-
lines shall not include mining, agricul-
tural, and industrial solid wastes; haz-
ardous wastes; sludges; construction
and demolition wastes; and infectious
wastes.

(z) Stationary compactor means a pow-
ered machine which is designed to com-
pact solid waste or recyclable mate-
rials, and which remains stationary
when in operation.

(aa) Storage means the interim con-
tainment of solid waste after genera-
tion and prior to collection for ulti-
mate recovery or disposal.

(bb) Solid waste storage container
means a receptacle used for the tem-
porary storage of solid waste while
awaiting collection.

(cc) Street wastes means materials
picked up by manual or mechanical
sweepings of alleys, streets, and side-
walks; wastes from public waste recep-
tacles; and material removed from
catch basins.

(dd) Transfer station means a site at
which solid wastes are concentrated for
transport to a processing facility or
land disposal site. A transfer station
may be fixed or mobile.

(ee) Vector means a carrier that is ca-
pable of transmitting a pathogen from
one organism to another.

Subpart B—Requirements and
Recommended Procedures

§ 243.200 Storage.

§ 243.200–1 Requirement.

(a) All solid wastes (or materials
which have been separated for the pur-
pose of recycling) shall be stored in
such a manner that they do not con-
stitute a fire, health, or safety hazard
or provide food or harborage for vec-
tors, and shall be contained or bundled
so as not to result in spillage. All solid
waste containing food wastes shall be
securely stored in covered or closed
containers which are nonabsorbent,
leakproof, durable, easily cleanable (if
reusable), and designed for safe han-
dling. Containers shall be of an ade-
quate size and in sufficient numbers to
contain all food wastes, rubbish, and
ashes that a residence or other estab-
lishment generates in the period of
time between collections. Containers
shall be maintained in a clean condi-
tion so that they do not constitute a
nuisance, and to retard the harborage,
feeding, and breeding of vectors. When
serviced, storage containers should be
emptied completely of all solid waste.

(b) Storage of bulky wastes shall in-
clude, but is not limited to, removing
all doors from large household appli-
ances and covering the item(s) to re-
duce the problems of an attractive nui-
sance, and the accumulation of solid
waste and water in and around the
bulky items.

(c) Reusable waste containers which
are emptied manually shall not exceed
75 pounds (34.05 kg) when filled, and

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 11:31 Jul 24, 2000 Jkt 190152 PO 00000 Frm 00321 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\190152T.XXX pfrm01 PsN: 190152T



322

40 CFR Ch. I (7–1–00 Edition)§ 243.200–2

shall be capable of being serviced with-
out the collector coming into physical
contact with the solid waste.

(d) In the design of all buildings or
other facilities which are constructed,
modified, or leased after the effective
date of these guidelines, there shall be
provisions for storage in accordance
with these guidelines which will ac-
commodate the volume of solid waste
anticipated, which may be easily
cleaned and maintained, and which will
allow for efficient, safe collection.

(e) Waste containers used for the
storage of solid waste (or materials
which have been separated for recy-
cling) must meet the standards estab-
lished by the American National
Standards Institute (ANSI) for waste
containers as follows: Waste Con-
tainers—Safety Requirements, 1994,
American National Standards Insti-
tute, ANSI Z245.30–1994; and Waste Con-
tainers—Compatibility Dimensions,
1996, American National Standards In-
stitute, ANSI Z245.60–1996.

(1) The Director of the Federal Reg-
ister approves this incorporation by
reference in accordance with 5 U.S.C.
552(a) and 1 CFR part 51.

(2) You may obtain a copy from
American National Standards Insti-
tute, 11 W. 42nd Street, New York, NY
10036. You may inspect a copy at the
Environmental Protection Agency’s
RCRA Information Center, 1235 Jeffer-
son Davis Highway, Arlington, VA or
at the Office of the Federal Register,
800 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite
700, Washington, DC.

[41 FR 6769, Feb. 13, 1976, as amended at 64
FR 70606, Dec. 17, 1999]

§ 243.200–2 Recommended procedures:
Design.

(a) Reusable waste containers should
be constructed of corrosion resistant
metal or other material which will not
absorb water, grease, or oil. The con-
tainers should be leakproof, including
sides, seams, and bottoms, and be dura-
ble enough to withstand anticipated
usage without rusting, cracking, or de-
forming in a manner that would impair
serviceability. The interior of the con-
tainer should be smooth without inte-
rior projections or rough seams which
would make it difficult to clean or
interfere with its emptying. The exte-

rior of the container should be safe for
handling with no cracks, holes, or jag-
ged edges. Containers should be stored
on a firm, level, well-drained surface
which is large enough to accommodate
all of the containers and which is
maintained in a clean, spillage-free
condition.

(1) Reusable waste containers which
are emptied manually should have a
capacity of no more than 35 gallons
(132.51) in volume, unless they are
mounted on casters and can be serviced
by being rolled to the collection vehi-
cle and tilted for emptying. The con-
tainers should be constructed with
rounded edges and tapered sides with
the larger diameter at the top of the
container to facilitate discharge of the
solid waste by gravity. Containers
should have two handles or bails lo-
cated directly opposite one another on
the sides of the container. Containers
should have covers which are tight-fit-
ting to resist the intrusion of water
and vectors, and should be equipped
with a suitable handle. Containers
should be designed so that they cannot
be tipped over easily.

(2) Reusable waste containers which
are emptied mechanically should be de-
signed or equipped to prevent spillage
or leakage during on-site storage, col-
lection, or transport. The container
should be easily cleanable and designed
to allow easy access for depositing the
waste and removing it by gravity or by
mechanical means. The containers
should be easily accessible to the col-
lection vehicle in an area which can
safely accommodate the dimensions
and weight of the vehicle.

(b) Single-use plastic and paper bags
should meet the National Sanitation
Foundation Standard No. 31 for poly-
ethylene refuse bags and Standard No.
32 for paper refuse bags, respectively.
However, such bags do not need to have
been certified by the National Sanita-
tion Foundation. Single-use bags con-
taining food wastes should be stored
within the confines of a building or
container between collection periods.

§ 243.201 Safety.

§ 243.201–1 Requirement.
Collection systems shall be operated

in such a manner as to protect the
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