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these tenders must be submitted in ac-
cordance with instructions issued by
the Chief, 6FBX.

[58 FR 48972, Sept. 21, 1993]

§ 101–40.203–2 The GBL method.
(a) For the purposes of the central-

ized household goods traffic manage-
ment program described in this subpart
101–40.2, shipments of Government em-
ployees’ household goods authorized to
move under a Government bill of lad-
ing (GBL) are classified as ‘‘GBL meth-
od’’ shipments. This method is distin-
guishable from the commuted rate sys-
tem (§ 101–40.203–3) in that when a GBL
is used, the Government, not the em-
ployee, is the shipper and the Govern-
ment pays the carrier the applicable
transportation charges. The decision
on which method shall be authorized is
the decision of the employing agency,
and shall be based on a cost compari-
son (see § 101–40.203–4) which the agency
obtains from the appropriate GSA re-
gional office specified in § 101–40.101–1
or an agency office delegated authority
to furnish cost comparisons. The cost
comparison shall contain the name(s)
of the carrier(s) eligible to handle the
household goods shipment. When a
shipment moves under a GBL, the
agency prepares the bill of lading,
books the shipment, and in event of
loss or damage to the household goods
may either file claims directly with
the carrier, on behalf of the employee,
or assist the employee in filing claims
against the carrier.

(b) When the agency makes the final
determination that the GBL method
shall be used, the Government’s finan-
cial obligation for the cost of shipping
the employee’s household goods is es-
tablished. Once the GBL method is au-
thorized and an employee chooses to
move all or part of his/her household
goods by some other means (see para-
graphs (c) and (d) of this section), the
Government’s financial responsibility
toward the employee for shipping costs
is limited to the cost which the Gov-
ernment would have incurred had all
the household goods been moved on one
GBL, in one lot, from one origin to one
destination, by the lowest cost carrier
providing the level of service required
by the agency at the time the GBL
method was authorized.

(c) When an employee requests, for
personal reasons, that his/her house-
hold goods be shipped by a carrier that
is more costly than the carrier selected
by the agency, the Government will
pay the carrier’s applicable charges
and collect from the employee any ad-
ditional transportation costs resulting
from the employee’s choice of carrier.
Agencies are cautioned to counsel em-
ployees regarding their potential in-
debtedness to the Government when
employees select a higher cost carrier.

(d) When an employee chooses to use
a rental truck, trailer, or private con-
veyance to transport his/her household
goods, the Government will reimburse
the employee his/her actual expenses
(e.g., vehicle rental fee, material han-
dling equipment, packaging materials,
fuel, toll charges, etc.) not to exceed
the maximum amount described in
paragraph (b) of this section.

[51 FR 24333, July 3, 1986, as amended at 52
FR 21033, June 4, 1987]

§ 101–40.203–3 The commuted rate sys-
tem.

The commuted rate system is the
method whereby employees who are au-
thorized to transport their household
goods at Government expense make
their own shipping arrangements and
are reimbursed by the Government ac-
cording to the commuted rate allow-
ances published in the GSA Commuted
Rate Schedule. In addition to transpor-
tation allowances, the commuted rate
schedule includes allowances for var-
ious related accessorial expenses, such
as packing and crating, storage-in-
transit, carrier labor charges, appli-
ance servicing, and piano/organ han-
dling. Under the commuted rate sys-
tem, employees shipping via commer-
cial carriers are responsible for making
all arrangements with the carrier, fil-
ing loss and damage claims with the
carrier, and making payment to the
carrier after the shipment has been
completed. Under the commuted rate
system, the shipment is moved using
commercial documents, or employees
may elect to transport their household
goods in a rental vehicle or by private
conveyance. The use of household
goods rate tenders (see § 101–40.203–1) is
not authorized when household goods
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