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(3) Payment for maintenance and
servicing DME purchased in accord-
ance with paragraphs (d)(1) and
(d)(2)(ii) of this section, is made on the
basis of reasonable and necessary
charges.

(f) Transition to the fee schedules. For
purposes of computing the 10-month or
15-month period of continuous use for
other durable medical equipment, as
described in § 414.230, the carrier counts
the first month that the beneficiary
continuously rented the equipment
without regard to whether that month
occurred before January 1, 1989 or
after. If a beneficiary’s 15-month rental
period ends prior to January 1, 1989, no
further purchase or rental payments
are to be made except for maintenance
and servicing of equipment as de-
scribed in paragraph (e) of this section.

(g) Replacement of equipment. If the
item of equipment has been in contin-
uous use by the patient on either a
rental or purchase basis for the equip-
ment’s useful lifetime, or if the carrier
determines that the item is lost or ir-
reparably damaged, the patient may
elect to obtain a new piece of equip-
ment.

(1) The reasonable useful lifetime of
DME or prosthetic and orthotic devices
is determined through program in-
structions. In the absence of program
instructions, carriers may determine
the reasonable useful lifetime of equip-
ment but in no case can it be less than
5 years. Computation is based on when
the equipment is delivered to the bene-
ficiary, not the age of the equipment.

(2) If the beneficiary elects to obtain
replacement equipment, payment is
made on a rental or purchase basis in
accordance with paragraph (a) of this
section or on a lump-sum purchase
basis if a purchase agreement had been
entered into in accordance with para-
graph (d) of this section.

[57 FR 57691, Dec. 7, 1992, as amended at 60
FR 35498, July 10, 1995]

§ 414.230 Determining a period of con-
tinuous use.

(a) Scope. This section sets forth the
rules that apply in determining a pe-
riod of continuous use for rental of du-
rable medical equipment.

(b) Continuous use. A period of contin-
uous use begins with the first month of
medical need and lasts until a bene-
ficiary’s medical need for a particular
item of durable medical equipment
ends.

(c) Temporary interruption. (1) A pe-
riod of continuous use allows for tem-
porary interruptions in the use of
equipment.

(2) An interruption of not longer than
60 consecutive days plus the days re-
maining in the rental month in which
use ceases is temporary, regardless of
the reason for the interruption.

(3) Unless there is a break in medical
necessity that lasts lnnger than 60 con-
secutive days plus the days remaining
in the rental month in which use
ceases, medical necessity is presumed
to continue.

(d) Criteria for a new rental period. If
an interruption in the use of equipment
continues for more than 60 consecutive
days plus the days remaining in the
rental month in which use ceases, a
new rental period begins if the supplier
submits all of the following informa-
tion—

(1) A new prescription.
(2) New medical necessity docu-

mentation.
(3) A statement describing the reason

for the interruption and demonstrating
that medical necessity in the prior epi-
sode ended.

(e) Beneficiary moves. A permanent or
temporary move made by a beneficiary
does not constitute an interruption in
the period of continuous use.

(f) New equipment. If a beneficiary
changes equipment or requires addi-
tional equipment based on a physi-
cian’s prescription, and the new or ad-
ditional equipment is found to be nec-
essary, a new period of continuous use
begins for the new or additional equip-
ment. A new period of continuous use
does not begin for base equipment that
is modified by an addition.

(g) New supplier. If a beneficiary
changes suppliers, a new period of con-
tinuous use does not begin.

[56 FR 50823, Oct. 9, 1991, as amended at 57 FR
57111, Dec. 3, 1992]
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