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(5) As appropriate the pharmacist
must participate in the development,
implementation, and review of each
client’s individual program plan either
in person or through written report to
the interdisciplinary team.

(k) Standard: Drug administration. The
facility must have an organized system
for drug administration that identifies
each drug up to the point of adminis-
tration. The system must assure that—

(1) All drugs are administered in
compliance with the physician’s orders;

(2) All drugs, including those that are
self-administered, are administered
without error;

(3) Unlicensed personnel are allowed
to administer drugs only if State law
permits;

(4) Clients are taught how to admin-
ister their own medications if the
interdisciplinary team determines that
self administration of medications is
an appropriate objective, and if the
physician does not specify otherwise;

(5) The client’s physician is informed
of the interdisciplinary team’s decision
that self-administration of medications
is an objective for the client;

(6) No client self-administers medica-
tions until he or she demonstrates the
competency to do so;

(7) Drugs used by clients while not
under the direct care of the facility are
packaged and labeled in accordance
with State law; and

(8) Drug administration errors and
adverse drug reactions are recorded
and reported immediately to a physi-
cian.

(l) Standard: Drug storage and record-
keeping. (1) The facility must store
drugs under proper conditions of sani-
tation, temperature, light, humidity,
and security.

(2) The facility must keep all drugs
and biologicals locked except when
being prepared for administration.
Only authorized persons may have ac-
cess to the keys to the drug storage
area. Clients who have been trained to
self administer drugs in accordance
with § 483.460(k)(4) may have access to
keys to their individual drug supply.

(3) The facility must maintain
records of the receipt and disposition of
all controlled drugs.

(4) The facility must, on a sample
basis, periodically reconcile the receipt

and disposition of all controlled drugs
in schedules II through IV (drugs sub-
ject to the Comprehensive Drug Abuse
Prevention and Control Act of 1970, 21
U.S.C. 801 et seq., as implemented by 21
CFR part 308).

(5) If the facility maintains a li-
censed pharmacy, the facility must
comply with the regulations for con-
trolled drugs.

(m) Standard: Drug labeling. (1) Label-
ing of drugs and biologicals must—

(i) Be based on currently accepted
professional principles and practices;
and

(ii) Include the appropriate accessory
and cautionary instructions, as well as
the expiration date, if applicable.

(2) The facility must remove from
use—

(i) Outdated drugs; and
(ii) Drug containers with worn, illegi-

ble, or missing labels.
(3) Drugs and biologicals packaged in

containers designated for a particular
client must be immediately removed
from the client’s current medication
supply if discontinued by the physi-
cian.

(n) Standard: Laboratory services. (1) If
a facility chooses to provide laboratory
services, the laboratory must meet the
requirements specified in part 493 of
this chapter.

(2) If the laboratory chooses to refer
specimens for testing to another lab-
oratory, the referral laboratory must
be certified in the appropriate special-
ties and subspecialities of service in ac-
cordance with the requirements of part
493 of this chapter.

[53 FR 20496, June 3, 1988, as amended at 57
FR 7136, Feb. 28, 1992]

§ 483.470 Condition of participation:
Physical environment.

(a) Standard: Client living environment.
(1) The facility must not house clients
of grossly different ages, develop-
mental levels, and social needs in close
physical or social proximity unless the
housing is planned to promote the
growth and development of all those
housed together.

(2) The facility must not segregate
clients solely on the basis of their
physical disabilities. It must integrate
clients who have ambulation deficits or
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who are deaf, blind, or have seizure dis-
orders, etc., with others of comparable
social and intellectual development.

(b) Standard: Client bedrooms. (1) Bed-
rooms must—

(i) Be rooms that have at least one
outside wall;

(ii) Be equipped with or located near
toilet and bathing facilities;

(iii) Accommodate no more than four
clients unless granted a variance under
paragraph (b)(3) of this section;

(iv) Measure at least 60 square feet
per client in multiple client bedrooms
and at least 80 square feet in single cli-
ent bedrooms; and

(v) In all facilities initially certified,
or in buildings constructed or with
major renovations or conversions on or
after October 3, 1988, have walls that
extend from floor to ceiling.

(2) If a bedroom is below grade level,
it must have a window that—

(i) Is usable as a second means of es-
cape by the client(s) occupying the
room; and

(ii) Is no more than 44 inches (meas-
ured to the window sill) above the floor
unless the facility is surveyed under
the Health Care Occupancy Chapter of
the Life Safety Code, in which case the
window must be no more than 36 inches
(measured to the window sill) above
the floor.

(3) The survey agency may grant a
variance from the limit of four clients
per room only if a physician who is a
member of the interdisciplinary team
and who is a qualified mental retarda-
tion professional—

(i) Certifies that each client to be
placed in a bedroom housing more than
four persons is so severely medically
impaired as to require direct and con-
tinuous monitoring during sleeping
hours; and

(ii) Documents the reasons why hous-
ing in a room of only four or fewer per-
sons would not be medically feasible.

(4) The facility must provide each cli-
ent with—

(i) A separate bed of proper size and
height for the convenience of the cli-
ent;

(ii) A clean, comfortable, mattress;
(iii) Bedding appropriate to the

weather and climate; and
(iv) Functional furniture appropriate

to the client’s needs, and individual

closet space in the client’s bedroom
with clothes racks and shelves acces-
sible to the client.

(c) Standard: Storage space in bedroom.
The facility must provide—

(1) Space and equipment for daily
out-of-bed activity for all clients who
are not yet mobile, except those who
have a short-term illness or those few
clients for whom out-of-bed activity is
a threat to health and safety; and

(2) Suitable storage space, accessible
to clients, for personal possessions,
such as TVs, radios, prosthetic equip-
ment and clothing.

(d) Standard: Client bathrooms. The fa-
cility must—

(1) Provide toilet and bathing facili-
ties appropriate in number, size, and
design to meet the needs of the clients;

(2) Provide for individual privacy in
toilets, bathtubs, and showers; and

(3) In areas of the facility where cli-
ents who have not been trained to reg-
ulate water temperature are exposed to
hot water, ensure that the temperature
of the water does not exceed 110° Fahr-
enheit.

(e) Standard: Heating and ventilation.
(1) Each client bedroom in the facility
must have—

(i) At least one window to the out-
side; and

(ii) Direct outside ventilation by
means of windows, air conditioning, or
mechanical ventilation.

(2) The facility must—
(i) Maintain the temperature and hu-

midity within a normal comfort range
by heating, air conditioning or other
means; and

(ii) Ensure that the heating appa-
ratus does not constitute a burn or
smoke hazard to clients.

(f) Standard: Floors. The facility must
have—

(1) Floors that have a resilient, non-
abrasive, and slip-resistant surface;

(2) Nonabrasive carpeting, if the area
used by clients is carpeted and serves
clients who lie on the floor or ambulate
with parts of their bodies, other than
feet, touching the floor; and

(3) Exposed floor surfaces and floor
coverings that promote mobility in
areas used by clients, and promote
maintenance of sanitary conditions.

(g) Standard: Space and equipment.
The facility must—
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2 Incorporation of the 1985 edition of the
National Fire Protection Association’s Life
Safety Code (published February 7, 1985;
ANSI/NFPA 101) was approved by the Direc-
tor of the Federal Register in accordance
with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51 that
govern the use of incorporations by ref-
erence. The Code is available for inspection
at the Office of the Federal Register Infor-
mation Center, 800 North Capitol Street,
NW., suite 700, Washington, DC. Copies may
be obtained from the National Fire Protec-
tion Association, Batterymarch Park, Quin-
cy, Mass. 02269.

If any changes in this Code are also to be
incorporated by reference, a notice to that
effect will be published in the Federal Reg-
ister.

(1) Provide sufficient space and
equipment in dining, living, health
services, recreation, and program areas
(including adequately equipped and
sound treated areas for hearing and
other evaluations if they are conducted
in the facility) to enable staff to pro-
vide clients with needed services as re-
quired by this subpart and as identified
in each client’s individual program
plan.

(2) Furnish, maintain in good repair,
and teach clients to use and to make
informed choices about the use of den-
tures, eyeglasses, hearing and other
communications aids, braces, and other
devices identified by the interdiscipli-
nary team as needed by the client.

(3) Provide adequate clean linen and
dirty linen storage areas.

(h) Standard: Emergency plan and pro-
cedures. (1) The facility must develop
and implement detailed written plans
and procedures to meet all potential
emergencies and disasters such as fire,
severe weather, and missing clients.

(2) The facility must communicate,
periodically review, make the plan
available, and provide training to the
staff.

(i) Standard: Evacuation drills. (1) The
facility must hold evacuation drills at
least quarterly for each shift of per-
sonnel and under varied conditions to—

(i) Ensure that all personnel on all
shifts are trained to perform assigned
tasks;

(ii) Ensure that all personnel on all
shifts are familiar with the use of the
facility’s fire protection features; and

(iii) Evaluate the effectiveness of
emergency and disaster plans and pro-
cedures.

(2) The facility must—
(i) Actually evacuate clients during

at least one drill each year on each
shift;

(ii) Make special provisions for the
evacuation of clients with physical dis-
abilities;

(iii) File a report and evaluation on
each evacuation drill;

(iv) Investigate all problems with
evacuation drills, including accidents,
and take corrective action; and

(v) During fire drills, clients may be
evacuated to a safe area in facilities
certified under the Health Care Occu-

pancies Chapter of the Life Safety
Code.

(3) Facilities must meet the require-
ments of paragraphs (i)(1) and (2) of
this section for any live-in and relief
staff they utilize.

(j) Standard: Fire protection—(1) Gen-
eral. (i) Except as specified in para-
graph (j)(2) of this section, the facility
must meet the applicable provisions of
either the Health Care Occupancies
Chapters or the Residential Board and
Care Occupancies Chapter of the Life
Safety Code (LSC) of the National Fire
Protection Association, 1985 edition,
which is incorporated by reference.2

(ii) The State survey agency may
apply a single chapter of the LSC to
the entire facility or may apply dif-
ferent chapters to different buildings
or parts of buildings as permitted by
the LSC.

(iii) A facility that meets the LSC
definition of a residential board and
care occupancy and that has 16 or
fewer beds, must have its evacuation
capability evaluated in accordance
with the Evacuation Difficulty Index of
the LSC (appendix F).

(2) Exceptions. (i) For facilities that
meet the LSC definition of a health
care occupancy:

(A) The State survey agency may
waive, for a period it considers appro-
priate, specific provisions of the LSC
if—

(1) The waiver would not adversely
affect the health and safety of the cli-
ents; and

(2) Rigid application of specific provi-
sions would result in an unreasonable
hardship for the facility.
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(B) The State survey agency may
apply the State’s fire and safety code
instead of the LSC if the Secretary
finds that the State has a code imposed
by State law that adequately protects
a facility’s clients.

(C) Compliance on November 26, 1982
with the 1967 edition of the LSC or
compliance on April 18, 1986 with the
1981 edition of the LSC, with or with-
out waivers, is considered to be compli-
ance with this standard as long as the
facility continues to remain in compli-
ance with that edition of the Code.

(ii) For facilities that meet the LSC
definition of a residential board and
care occupancy and that have more
than 16 beds, the State survey agency
may apply the State’s fire and safety
code as specified in paragraph (j)(2)(B)
of this section.

(k) Standard: Paint. The facility
must—

(1) Use lead-free paint inside the fa-
cility; and

(2) Remove or cover interior paint or
plaster containing lead so that it is not
accessible to clients.

(l) Standard: Infection control.
(1) The facility must provide a sani-

tary environment to avoid sources and
transmission of infections. There must
be an active program for the preven-
tion, control, and investigation of in-
fection and communicable diseases.

(2) The facility must implement suc-
cessful corrective action in affected
problem areas.

(3) The facility must maintain a
record of incidents and corrective ac-
tions related to infections.

(4) The facility must prohibit em-
ployees with symptoms or signs of a
communicable disease from direct con-
tact with clients and their food.

§ 483.480 Condition of participation:
Dietetic services.

(a) Standard: Food and nutrition serv-
ices. (1) Each client must receive a
nourishing, well-balanced diet includ-
ing modified and specially-prescribed
diets.

(2) A qualified dietitian must be em-
ployed either full-time, part-time, or
on a consultant basis at the facility’s
discretion.

(3) If a qualified dietitian is not em-
ployed full-time, the facility must des-

ignate a person to serve as the director
of food services.

(4) The client’s interdisciplinary
team, including a qualified dietitian
and physician, must prescribe all modi-
fied and special diets including those
used as a part of a program to manage
inappropriate client behavior.

(5) Foods proposed for use as a pri-
mary reinforcement of adaptive behav-
ior are evaluated in light of the client’s
nutritional status and needs.

(6) Unless otherwise specified by med-
ical needs, the diet must be prepared at
least in accordance with the latest edi-
tion of the recommended dietary allow-
ances of the Food and Nutrition Board
of the National Research Council, Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, adjusted
for age, sex, disability and activity.

(b) Standard: Meal services. (1) Each
client must receive at least three
meals daily, at regular times com-
parable to normal mealtimes in the
community with—

(i) Not more than 14 hours between a
substantial evening meal and breakfast
of the following day, except on week-
ends and holidays when a nourishing
snack is provided at bedtime, 16 hours
may elapse between a substantial
evening meal and breakfast; and

(ii) Not less than 10 hours between
breakfast and the evening meal of the
same day, except as provided under
paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this section.

(2) Food must be served—
(i) In appropriate quantity;
(ii) At appropriate temperature;
(iii) In a form consistent with the de-

velopmental level of the client; and
(iv) With appropriate utensils.
(3) Food served to clients individ-

ually and uneaten must be discarded.
(c) Standard: Menus. (1) Menus must—
(i) Be prepared in advance;
(ii) Provide a variety of foods at each

meal;
(iii) Be different for the same days of

each week and adjusted for seasonal
changes; and

(iv) Include the average portion sizes
for menu items.

(2) Menus for food actually served
must be kept on file for 30 days.

(d) Standard: Dining areas and service.
The facility must—
(1) Serve meals for all clients, includ-

ing persons with ambulation deficits,
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