§50.503

covered by §50.501, and (2) any non-Fed-
eral funds that are required as a condi-
tion of such grant or contract to be ex-
pended to carry out such program or
project.

(d) Provider means one who furnishes
medical or pharmaceutical services or
supplies for which program funds may
be expended under any of the programs
or projects described in §50.501.

(e) Acquisition cost means the price
generally and currently paid by pro-
viders for a drug marketed or sold by a
particular formulator or labeler in the
package size of drug most frequently
purchased by providers, as determined
by the Secretary on the basis of drug
price information furnished by the De-
partment.

[40 FR 34514, Aug. 15, 1975, as amended at 49
FR 38109, Sept. 27, 1984]

§50.503 Policy.

It is the policy of the Secretary that
program funds which are utilized for
the acquisition of drugs be expended in
the most economical manner feasible.
In furtherance of this policy, the Sec-
retary has established, in 45 CFR part
19, a procedure for determining the
Maximum Allowable Cost for drugs
which are purchased with program
funds.

§50.504 Allowable cost of drugs.

(a) The maximum amount which may
be expended from program funds for
the acquisition of any drug shall be the
lowest of

(1) The maximum allowable cost
(MAC) of the drug, if any, established
in accordance with 45 CFR part 19, plus
a dispensing fee determined by the Sec-
retary in accordance with paragraph
(b) of this section, to be reasonable;

(2) The acquisition cost of the drug
plus a dispensing fee determined by the
Secretary, in accordance with para-
graph (b) of this section, to be reason-
able; or

(3) The provider’s usual and cus-
tomary charge to the public for the
drug; Provided, That the MAC estab-
lished for any drug shall not apply to a
brand of that drug prescribed for a pa-
tient which the prescriber has cer-
tified, in accordance with paragraph (c)
of this section, is medically necessary
for that patient; And Provided further,
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That where compensation for drug dis-
pensing is included in other costs al-
lowable under the applicable program
statute and regulations, the terms and
conditions of the grant or contract,
and the applicable cost principles pre-
scribed in 45 CFR part 74, no separate
dispensing fee will be recognized.

(b) In determining whether a dis-
pensing fee is reasonable, the Secretary
will take into account:

(1) Cost components such as over-
head, professional services, and profits,

(2) Payment practices of third-party
payment organizations, including other
Federal programs such as titles XVIII
and XIX of the Social Security Act;
and

(3) Any surveys by States, univer-
sities or others of costs of pharmacy
operations and the fees charged in the
particular area.

(c) A certification by a prescriber,
pursuant to paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion, that a brand of drug is medically
necessary for a particular patient shall
be in the prescriber’s own handwriting,
in such form and manner as the Sec-
retary may prescribe. An example of an
acceptable certification is the notation
“brand necessary’’. A procedure for
checking a box on a form will not con-
stitute an acceptable certification.

Subpart F—Responsibility of Appli-
cants for Promoting Objec-
tivity in Research for Which
PHS Funding Is Sought

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 216, 289b-1, 299c-3.

SOURCE: 60 FR 35815, July 11, 1995; 60 FR
39076, July 31, 1995, unless otherwise noted.

§50.601 Purpose.

This subpart promotes objectivity in
research by establishing standards to
ensure there is no reasonable expecta-
tion that the design, conduct, or re-
porting of research funded under PHS
grants or cooperative agreements will
be biased by any conflicting financial
interest of an Investigator.

§50.602 Applicability.

This subpart is applicable to each In-
stitution that applies for PHS grants
or cooperative agreements for research
and, through the implementation of
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