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the remaining owners of unitized working in-
terests in accordance with their respective
working interest ownerships, and such own-
ers of working interests shall compensate
the fee owner of unitized substances in such
lands by paying sums equal to the rentals,
minimum royalties, and royalties applicable
to such lands under the lease in effect when
the lands were unitized.

An appropriate accounting and settlement
shall be made for all benefits accruing to or
payments and expenditures made or incurred
on behalf of such surrendered or forfeited
working interests subsequent to the date of
surrender or forfeiture, and payment of any
moneys found to be owing by such an ac-
counting shall be made as between the par-
ties within 30 days.

The exercise of any right vested in a work-
ing interest owner to reassign such working
interest to the party from whom obtained
shall be subject to the same conditions as set
forth in this section in regard to the exercise
of a right to surrender.

431. TAXES. The working interest owners
shall render and pay for their account and
the account of the royalty owners all valid
taxes on or measured by the unitized sub-
stances in and under or that may be pro-
duced, gathered and sold from the land cov-
ered by this agreement after its effective
date, or upon the proceeds derived there-
from. The working interest owners on each
tract shall and may charge the proper pro-
portion of said taxes to royalty owners hav-
ing interests in said-tract, and may cur-
rently retain and deduct a sufficient amount
of the unitized substances or derivative prod-
ucts, or net proceeds thereof, from the allo-
cated share of each royalty owner to secure
reimbursement for the taxes so paid. No such
taxes shall be charged to the United States
or the State of ___ or to any lessor who has
a contract with his lessee which requires the
lessee to pay such taxes.

432. NO PARTNERSHIP. It is expressly
agreed that the relation of the parties hereto
is that of independent contractors and noth-
ing contained in this agreement, expressed
or implied, nor any operations conducted
hereunder, shall create or be deemed to have
created a partnership or association between
the parties hereto or any of them.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties here-
to have caused this agreement to be executed
and have set opposite their respective names
the date of execution.

Unit Operator

Working Interest Owners

Other Interest Owners
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General Guidelines

1. Executed agreement to be legally com-
plete.

2. Agreement submitted for approval must
contain Exhibit A and B in accordance with
models shown in §§3186.1-1 and 3186.1-2 of
this title.

3. Consents should be identified (in pencil)
by tract numbers as listed in Exhibit B and
assembled in that order as far as practical.
Unit agreements submitted for approval
shall include a list of the overriding royalty
interest owners who have executed ratifica-
tions of the unit agreement. Subsequent
joinders by overriding royalty interest own-
ers shall be submitted in the same manner,
except each must include or be accompanied
by a statement that the corresponding work-
ing interest owner has consented in writing
to such joinder. Original ratifications of
overriding royalty owners will be kept on
file by the Unit Operator or his designated
agent.

4. All leases held by option should be noted
on Exhibit B with an explanation as to the
type of option, i.e., whether for operating
rights only, for full leasehold record title, or
for certain interests to be earned by perform-
ance. In all instances, optionee committing
such interests is expected to exercise option
promptly.

5. All owners of oil and gas interests must
be invited to join the unit agreement, and
statement to that effect must accompany ex-
ecuted agreement, together with summary of
results of such invitations. A written reason
for all interest owners who have not joined
shall be furnished by the unit operator.

6. In the event fish and wildlife lands are
included, add the following as a separate sec-
tion:

“Wildlife Stipulation. Nothing in this unit
agreement shall modify the special Federal
lease stipulations applicable to lands under
the jurisdiction of the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service.”

7. In the event National Forest System
lands are included within the unit area, add
the following as a separate section:

“Forest Land Stipulation. Notwith-
standing any other terms and conditions
contained in this agreement, all of the stipu-
lations and conditions of the individual
leases between the United States and its les-
sees or their successors or assigns embracing
lands within the unit area included for the
protection of lands or functions under the ju-
risdiction of the Secretary of Agriculture
shall remain in full force and effect the same
as though this agreement had not been en-
tered into, and no modification thereof is au-
thorized except with the prior consent in
writing of the Regional Forester, United
States Forest Service, s
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8. In the event National Forest System
lands within the Jackson Hole Area of Wyo-
ming are included within the unit area, addi-
tional ‘“‘special’’ stipulations may be re-
quired to be included in the unit agreement
by the U.S. Forest Service, including the
Jackson Hole Special Stipulation.

9. In the event reclamation lands are in-
cluded, add the following as a new separate
section:

“Reclamation Lands. Nothing in this
agreement shall modify the special, Federal
lease stipulations applicable to lands under
the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Reclama-
tion.”

10. In the event a powersite is embraced in
the proposed unit area, the following section
should be added:

“Powersite. Nothing in this agreement
shall modify the special, Federal lease stipu-
lations applicable to lands under the juris-
diction of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission.”

11. In the event special surface stipulations
have been attached to any of the Federal oil
and gas leases to be included, add the fol-
lowing as a separate section:

““‘Special surface stipulations. Nothing in
this agreement shall modify the special Fed-
eral lease stipulations attached to the indi-
vidual Federal oil leases.”

12. In the event State lands are included in
the proposed unit area, add the appropriate
State Lands Section as separate section.

(See §3181.4(a) of this title).

13. In the event restricted Indian lands are
involved, consult the AO regarding appro-
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priate requirements under §3181.4(b) of this
title.

CERTIFICATION—DETERMINATION

Pursuant to the authority vested in the
Secretary of the Interior, under the Act ap-
proved February 25, 1920, 41 Stat. 437, as
amended, 30 U.S.C. sec. 181, et seq., and dele-
gated to (the appropriate Name and Title of
the authorized officer, BLM) under the au-
thority of 43 CFR part 3180, | do hereby:

A. Approve the attached agreement for the
development and operation of the __ , Unit
Area, State of . This approval shall be
invalid ab initio if the public interest require-
ment under §3183.4(b) of this title is not met.

B. Certify and determine that the unit plan
of development and operation contemplated
in the attached agreement is necessary and
advisable in the public interest for the pur-
pose of more properly conserving the natural
resources.

C. Certify and determine that the drilling,
producing, rental, minimum royalty, and
royalty requirements of all Federal leases
committed to said agreement are hereby es-
tablished altered, changed, or revoked to
conform with the terms and conditions of
this agreement.

Dated

(Name and Title of authorized officer of the
Bureau of Land Management)

[48 FR 26766, June 10, 1983. Redesignated and
amended at 48 FR 36587, 36588, Aug. 12, 1983;
53 FR 17365, May 16, 1988; 53 FR 31867, 31959,
Aug. 22, 1988; 58 FR 58633, Nov. 2, 1993; 59 FR
16999, Apr. 11, 1994]
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