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actions needed to minimize future vul-
nerability to hazards, as required under
section 409 of the Stafford Act.

Hazard Mitigation Plan Update means
an update to the existing hazard miti-
gation plan, which may be accom-
plished either by updating the status of
mitigation actions within the existing
plan, or by expanding the existing plan
to address additional hazards or miti-
gation issues.

Hazard Mitigation Survey Team means
the FEMA/State/Local survey team
that is activated following disasters to
identify immediate mitigation oppor-
tunities and issues to be addressed in
the section 409 hazard mitigation plan.
The Hazard Mitigation Survey Team
may include representatives of other
Federal agencies, as appropriate.

Interagency Hazard Mitigation Team
means the mitigation team that is ac-
tivated following flood related disas-
ters pursuant to the July 10, 1980 Office
of Management and Budget directive
on Nonstructural Flood Protection
Measures and Flood Disaster Recovery,
and the subsequent December 15, 1980
Interagency Agreement for Non-
structural Damage Reduction.

Local Hazard Mitigation Officer is the
representative of local government
who serves on the Hazard Mitigation
Survey Team or Interagency Hazard
Mitigation Team and who is the pri-
mary point of contact with FEMA,
other Federal agencies, and the State
in the planning and implementation of
post-disaster hazard mitigation activi-
ties.

Measure means any mitigation meas-
ure, project, or action proposed to re-
duce risk of future damage, hardship,
loss or suffering from disasters.

Natural Disaster is any natural catas-
trophe, including any hurricane, tor-
nado, storm, high water, wind driven
water, tidal wave, tsunami, earth-
quake, volcanic eruption, landslide,
mudslide, snowstorm, fire, or drought.

State Hazard Mitigation Officer is the
representative of State government
who is the primary point of contact
with FEMA, other Federal agencies,
and local units of government in the
planning and implementation of post-
disaster mitigation programs and ac-
tivities required under the Stafford
Act.

§ 206.402 Responsibilities.

(a) General. This section identifies
the key responsibilities of FEMA,
States, and local participants in car-
rying out the requirements of section
409 of the Stafford Act.

(b) FEMA. The key responsibilities of
the FEMA Regional Director are to:

(1) Oversee all FEMA-related pre- and
post-disaster hazard evaluation and
mitigation programs and activities;

(2) Appoint a Federal Hazard Mitiga-
tion Officer for each disaster to man-
age hazard mitigation programs and
activities;

(3) Provide technical assistance to
State and local governments in
fulfiling mitigation responsibilities;

(4) Conduct periodic review of State
hazard mitigation activities and pro-
grams to ensure that States are ade-
quately prepared to meet their respon-
sibilities under the Stafford Act;

(5) Assist the State in the identifica-
tion of the appropriate mitigation ac-
tions that a State or locality must
take in order to have a measurable im-
pact on reducing or avoiding the ad-
verse effects of a specific hazard or haz-
ardous situation.

(6) Subsequent to a declaration, fol-
low-up with State and local govern-
ments to ensure that mitigation com-
mitments are fulfilled, and when nec-
essary, take action, including recovery
of funds or denial of future funds, if
mitigation commitments are not ful-
filled.

(c) States. The key responsibilities of
the State are to coordinate all State
and local responsibilities regarding
hazard evaluation and mitigation, and
to;

(1) Appoint a State Hazard Mitiga-
tion Officer, who reports to the gov-
ernor’s authorized representative, and
who serves as the point of contact for
and coordinates all matters relating to
section 409 hazard mitigation planning
and implementation;

(2) Prepare and submit, in accordance
with the FEMA/State Agreement and
the requirements of this subpart, a haz-
ard mitigation plan(s) or update to ex-
isting plan(s), as required under
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§ 206.405. Such plan or update is to in-
clude an evaluation of the natural haz-
ards in the declared area, and an iden-
tification of appropriate actions to
mitigate those hazards;

(3) Participate in the Hazard Mitiga-
tion Survey Team or Interagency Haz-
ard Mitigation Team activated after
the declaration;

(4) Arrange for appropriate State and
local participation on the Hazard Miti-
gation Survey Team or Interagency
Hazard Mitigation Team and in the
section 409 planning process;

(5) Follow-up with State agencies and
local governments to assure that ap-
propriate hazard mitigation actions are
taken. This involves coordination of
plans and actions of local governments
to assure that they are not in conflict
with each other or with State plans;

(6) Ensure that the activities, pro-
grams and policies of all State agencies
related to hazard evaluation, vulner-
ability, and mitigation are coordinated
and contribute to the overall lessening
or avoiding of vulnerability to natural
hazards.

(d) Local governments. The key re-
sponsibilities of local governments are
to:

(1) Participate in the process of eval-
uating hazards and adoption of appro-
priate hazard mitigation measures, in-
cluding land use and construction
standards;

(2) Appoint a Local Hazard Mitiga-
tion Officer, if appropriate;

(3) Participate on Hazard Mitigation
Survey Teams and Interagency Hazard
Mitigation Teams, as appropriate;

(4) Participate in the development
and implementation of section 409
plans or plan updates, as appropriate;

(5) Coordinate and monitor the im-
plementation of local hazard mitiga-
tion measures.

§ 206.403 Pre-declaration activities.
(a) General. As part of FEMA’s re-

sponse to a Governor’s request for a
declaration, FEMA will evaluate infor-
mation concerning the status of hazard
mitigation efforts in the impacted
State and localities.

(b) Mitigation evaluation. The mitiga-
tion review of State and local govern-
ment activities in the impacted area
shall include:

(1) The status of a statewide com-
prehensive hazard mitigation plans,
programs, or strategies;

(2) The status of hazard mitigation
plans or plan updates required as a con-
dition of any previous declaration;

(3) The status of any actions which
the State or localities agreed to under-
take as a condition of past disaster as-
sistance;

(4) The status of any mitigation
measures funded under section 404 of
the Stafford Act for any previous dec-
laration;

(5) The status of any other hazard
evaluation and mitigation projects
funded under other FEMA or other
Federal agency programs;

(6) An evaluation of the impact of the
hazard(s) and any corresponding miti-
gation issues pertinent to the area for
which Federal disaster assistance is
being requested;

(7) Any other hazard evaluation and
mitigation information available and
considered relevant.

(c) FEMA-State agreement. Based on
the conditions warranted by the dec-
laration, and on the findings of the
mitigation evaluation, the FEMA-
State Agreement shall include appro-
priate mitigation provisions, such as
the requirement to prepare a hazard
mitigation plan or update.

§ 206.404 Mitigation survey teams.

(a) Hazard mitigation surveys. Hazard
mitigation surveys are performed im-
mediately following the declaration of
a disaster to identify the following:

(1) Hazard evaluation and mitigation
measures that must be incorporated
into the recovery process;

(2) Possible measures for funding
under the Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program, or under other disaster as-
sistance programs;

(3) Issues for inclusion in the section
409 hazard mitigation plan.

(b) Hazard Mitigation Survey Teams.
Hazard Mitigation Survey Teams shall
be activated by the Regional Director
immediately following the declaration
to conduct hazard mitigation surveys.
The Hazard Mitigation Survey Team
shall consist of FEMA, State, and ap-
propriate local government representa-
tives, and representatives of any other
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