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§ 206.405. Such plan or update is to in-
clude an evaluation of the natural haz-
ards in the declared area, and an iden-
tification of appropriate actions to
mitigate those hazards;

(3) Participate in the Hazard Mitiga-
tion Survey Team or Interagency Haz-
ard Mitigation Team activated after
the declaration;

(4) Arrange for appropriate State and
local participation on the Hazard Miti-
gation Survey Team or Interagency
Hazard Mitigation Team and in the
section 409 planning process;

(5) Follow-up with State agencies and
local governments to assure that ap-
propriate hazard mitigation actions are
taken. This involves coordination of
plans and actions of local governments
to assure that they are not in conflict
with each other or with State plans;

(6) Ensure that the activities, pro-
grams and policies of all State agencies
related to hazard evaluation, vulner-
ability, and mitigation are coordinated
and contribute to the overall lessening
or avoiding of vulnerability to natural
hazards.

(d) Local governments. The key re-
sponsibilities of local governments are
to:

(1) Participate in the process of eval-
uating hazards and adoption of appro-
priate hazard mitigation measures, in-
cluding land use and construction
standards;

(2) Appoint a Local Hazard Mitiga-
tion Officer, if appropriate;

(3) Participate on Hazard Mitigation
Survey Teams and Interagency Hazard
Mitigation Teams, as appropriate;

(4) Participate in the development
and implementation of section 409
plans or plan updates, as appropriate;

(5) Coordinate and monitor the im-
plementation of local hazard mitiga-
tion measures.

§ 206.403 Pre-declaration activities.
(a) General. As part of FEMA’s re-

sponse to a Governor’s request for a
declaration, FEMA will evaluate infor-
mation concerning the status of hazard
mitigation efforts in the impacted
State and localities.

(b) Mitigation evaluation. The mitiga-
tion review of State and local govern-
ment activities in the impacted area
shall include:

(1) The status of a statewide com-
prehensive hazard mitigation plans,
programs, or strategies;

(2) The status of hazard mitigation
plans or plan updates required as a con-
dition of any previous declaration;

(3) The status of any actions which
the State or localities agreed to under-
take as a condition of past disaster as-
sistance;

(4) The status of any mitigation
measures funded under section 404 of
the Stafford Act for any previous dec-
laration;

(5) The status of any other hazard
evaluation and mitigation projects
funded under other FEMA or other
Federal agency programs;

(6) An evaluation of the impact of the
hazard(s) and any corresponding miti-
gation issues pertinent to the area for
which Federal disaster assistance is
being requested;

(7) Any other hazard evaluation and
mitigation information available and
considered relevant.

(c) FEMA-State agreement. Based on
the conditions warranted by the dec-
laration, and on the findings of the
mitigation evaluation, the FEMA-
State Agreement shall include appro-
priate mitigation provisions, such as
the requirement to prepare a hazard
mitigation plan or update.

§ 206.404 Mitigation survey teams.

(a) Hazard mitigation surveys. Hazard
mitigation surveys are performed im-
mediately following the declaration of
a disaster to identify the following:

(1) Hazard evaluation and mitigation
measures that must be incorporated
into the recovery process;

(2) Possible measures for funding
under the Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program, or under other disaster as-
sistance programs;

(3) Issues for inclusion in the section
409 hazard mitigation plan.

(b) Hazard Mitigation Survey Teams.
Hazard Mitigation Survey Teams shall
be activated by the Regional Director
immediately following the declaration
to conduct hazard mitigation surveys.
The Hazard Mitigation Survey Team
shall consist of FEMA, State, and ap-
propriate local government representa-
tives, and representatives of any other
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Federal agencies that may be appro-
priate. In the case of flood declara-
tions, the Interagency Hazard Mitiga-
tion Team will serve the purpose of the
Hazard Mitigation Survey Team.

(c) Survey team reports. Within 15 days
following a declaration Hazard Mitiga-
tion Survey Team report shall be pre-
pared and distributed in accordance
with FEMA policies and procedures.
The Regional Director has the author-
ity to extend this due date when nec-
essary.

§ 206.405 Hazard mitigation plan.

(a) General. In order to fulfill the re-
quirement to evaluate natural hazards
within the designated area and to take
appropriate action to mitigate such
hazards the State shall prepare and im-
plement a hazard mitigation plan or
plan update. At a minimum the plan
shall contain the following:

(1) An evaluation of the natural haz-
ards in the designated area;

(2) A description and analysis of the
State and local hazard management
policies, programs, and capabilities to
mitigate the hazards in the area;

(3) Hazard mitigation goals and ob-
jectives and proposed strategies, pro-
grams, and actions to reduce or avoid
long term vulnerability to hazards,

(4) A method of implementing, moni-
toring, evaluating, and updating the
mitigation plan. Such evaluation is to
occur at least on an annual basis to en-
sure that implementation occurs as
planned, and to ensure that the plan
remains current.

(b) Plan approach. Hazard mitigation
plans should be oriented toward help-
ing States and localities to develop
hazard management capabilities and
programs as part of normal govern-
mental functions. All States are en-
couraged to develop a basic mitigation
plan prior to the occurrence of a dis-
aster, so that the basic plan can simply
be expanded or updated to address spe-
cific issues arising from the disaster.
At the time of a declaration, the Re-
gional Director, in consultation with
the State, shall determine whether a
new mitigation plan is required as a re-
sult of the declaration, or whether an
existing plan can simply be updated or
expanded.

(c) Plan content and format. The spe-
cific content and format of a hazard
mitigation plan or plan update shall be
determined through guidance and tech-
nical assistance that the Regional Di-
rector provides to the State during the
section 409 planning process. At a min-
imum, the plan or update must address
the items listed in paragraph (a) of this
section.

(d) Plan submission. All States shall
submit a hazard mitigation plan or
plan update on behalf of the State and
any appropriate local governments in-
cluded in the designated area. The plan
or update is due to FEMA within 180
days of the date of the declaration. The
Regional Director may grant exten-
sions to this date not to exceed 365
days from the date of the declaration
when adequate justification is received
in writing from the State. Extensions
beyond that date must be forwarded
with justification to the Associate Di-
rector for approval.

(e) Plan approval. Upon receipt of a
hazard mitigation plan or plan update,
the Regional Director shall acknowl-
edge receipt in writing to the Governor
or appropriate agency. Written com-
ments shall state whether the plan is
approved, shall detail any short-
comings that may exist, and shall in-
clude a suggested method and timeline
for correction if necessary.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under OMB control number 3067–0212)

§ 206.406 Hazard mitigation planning
process.

(a) General. A sound planning process
is essential to the development and im-
plementation of an effective hazard
mitigation plan. A critical element of
successful mitigation planning is the
involvement of key State agencies,
local units of government, and other
public or private sector bodies or agen-
cies that influence hazard management
or development policies within a State
or local unit of government. This sec-
tion identifies principal components of
the mitigation planning process.

(b) FEMA technical assistance. States
may request the Regional Director to
provide technical assistance and guid-
ance throughout the planning process
to ensure that the plan or update ade-
quately addresses mitigation concerns
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