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(3) Weather deck areas where per-
sonnel may be normally employed.

(b) When two means of escape are re-
quired from a space below the main
deck, one the means of escape must
provide for a rapid escape through
openings that are not required to be
watertight by damage stability consid-
erations.

(c) When two means of escape are re-
quired from a space above the main
deck, one of the means of escape must
provide for a rapid escape to a weather
deck.

§108.153 Location of means of escape.

The required two means of escape
must be through exits that minimize
the possibility of having both exits
blocked if a fire or other casualty oc-
curs in the area.

§108.155 Restrictions on means of es-
cape utilized.

A required means of escape may not
be a vertical ladder or deck scuttle, ex-
cept that one of the means of escape
may be a vertical ladder or deck scut-
tle if a stairway would be impracti-
cable.

§108.157 Locked doors.

No door to the required means of es-
cape may be designed to lock except—

(a) A crash door or a door that has a
locking device that can be easily
forced, if on both sides of the door a
permanent and easily seen instruction
is placed; or

(b) An outside door to a deckhouse if
the door can be locked by key only and
if the master or person in charge has
control of the key to the door’s lock.

§108.159 Stairways and exterior in-
clined ladders.

Each stairway, except a stairway in a
machinery or storage space, and each
exterior inclined ladder must be at
least 70 centimeters (28 inches) wide
with an angle of inclination from the
horizontal of not more than 50 degrees,
except that special consideration may
be given to the installation if a 70 cen-
timeters (28 inch) width is impracti-
cable.

§108.170

§108.160 Vertical ladders.

(a) Each vertical ladder must have
rungs that are—

(1) At least 41 centimeters (16 inches)
in length;

(2) Not more than 30 centimeters (12
inches) apart, uniform for the length of
the ladder; and

(3) At least 18 centimeters (7 inches)
from the nearest permanent object in
back of the ladder.

(b) Except when unavoidable obstruc-
tions are encountered, there must be at
least 11.5 centimeters (4% inches)
clearance above each rung.

(c) Except as provided in
§108.540(h)(3)(ii), each exterior vertical
ladder more than 6 meters (20 ft.) in
length must be fitted with a cage or
ladder safety device meeting ANSI
Standard 14.3 (1974) for fixed ladders.

(d) No vertical fixed ladders may be
made of wood.

[CGD 73-251, 43 FR 56808, Dec. 4, 1978, as
amended by USCG-2002-13058, 67 FR 61279,
Sept. 30, 2002]

§108.161 Dead end corridors.

No dead end corridor may be more
than 13 meters (43 feet) long.

§108.165 Access to lifeboats and life-
rafts.

Each unit must be designed to pro-
vide direct access to the lifeboat and
liferaft embarkation areas.

§108.167 Weather deck ladders.

Each unit must have at least one per-
manent, inclined ladder between each
weather deck.

CLASSIFIED LOCATIONS

§108.170 Definitions.

(a) Classified locations are those in
which flammable hydrocarbon gas or
vapors, resulting from the drilling op-
erations, may be present in quantities
sufficient to produce an explosive or ig-
nitable mixture. Location of these
areas affect the design of the units’
machinery, electrical, and ventilation
systems. (See Notes 1 and 2).

(b) For the purpose of this subpart
‘“‘semi-enclosed location” means a loca-
tion where natural conditions of ven-
tilation are notably different from
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