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(i) Each embarkation ladder must ex-
tend in a single length, from the deck 
to the waterline in the lightest sea-
going condition with the unit listed 
not less than up to 15 degrees either 
way; or 

(ii) Each embarkation ladder may be 
replaced by a device approved to pro-
vide safe and rapid access to survival 
craft in the water, if the OCMI permits 
the device, provided that there is at 
least one embarkation ladder on each 
side of the unit. 

(2) An embarkation ladder is not re-
quired if— 

(i) The distance from the embar-
kation deck to the unit’s lightest oper-
ating waterline is less than 3 meters (10 
feet); and 

(ii) The unit is not in international 
service. 

(3) If the embarkation ladders cannot 
be supported against a vertical flat sur-
face, the unit must instead be provided 
with at least two widely-separated 
fixed metal ladders or stairways ex-
tending from the deck to the surface of 
the water and meet the following: 

(i) Each inclined fixed ladder must 
meet the requirements under § 108.159. 

(ii) Each vertical fixed ladder must 
meet the requirements under § 108.160 
for fixed ladders, except that the 
vertical bars in cages must be open at 
least 500 millimeters (20 inches) on one 
side throughout the length of the lad-
der, and cages are not required in the 
area subject to wave action or on lad-
ders inside the legs of a self-elevating 
unit. 

(iii) If a fixed ladder cannot be in-
stalled, the OCMI may accept an alter-
nate means of embarkation with suffi-
cient capacity for all persons per-
mitted on board to safely descend to 
the waterline. 

(4) Alternate means of embarkation 
under paragraphs (h)(1)(ii) and (h)(3) of 
this section, such as portable slides, 
safety booms, moveable ladders, ele-
vators, and controlled descent devices, 
must be acceptable to the OCMI. An al-
ternate means of embarkation must 
have sufficient capacity to permit per-
sons to safely descend to the waterline 
at a rate comparable to the device 

which the alternate means of embar-
kation replaces. 

[CGD 84–069, 61 FR 25291, May 20, 1996, as 
amended at 63 FR 52814, Oct. 1, 1998] 

§ 108.545 Marine evacuation system 
launching arrangements. 

(a) Arrangements. Each marine evacu-
ation system must have the following 
arrangements: 

(1) Each marine evacuation system 
must be capable of being deployed by 
one person. 

(2) Each marine evacuation system 
must enable the total number of per-
sons for which it is designed, to be 
transferred from the unit into the in-
flated liferafts within a period of 10 
minutes from the time the signal to 
abandon the unit is given. 

(3) Each marine evacuation system 
must be arranged so that liferafts may 
be securely attached to the platform 
and released from the platform by a 
person either in the liferaft or on the 
platform. 

(4) Each marine evacuation system 
must be capable of being deployed from 
the unit under unfavorable conditions 
of list of up to 20 degrees. 

(5) If the marine evacuation system 
has an inclined slide, the angle of the 
slide from horizontal must be within a 
range of 30 to 35 degrees when the unit 
is upright and in the lightest seagoing 
condition. 

(6) Each marine evacuation system 
platform must be capable of being re-
strained by a bowsing line or other po-
sitioning system that is designed to de-
ploy automatically, and if necessary, 
be capable of being adjusted to the po-
sition required for evacuation. 

(b) Stowage. Each marine evacuation 
system must be stowed as follows: 

(1) There must not be any openings 
between the marine evacuation sys-
tem’s embarkation station and the 
unit’s side at the unit’s waterline in 
the lightest seagoing condition. 

(2) The marine evacuation system 
must be protected from any projections 
of the unit’s structure or equipment. 

(3) The marine evacuation system’s 
passage and platform, when deployed, 
its stowage container, and its oper-
ational arrangement must not inter-
fere with the operation of any other 
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lifesaving appliance at any other 
launching station. 

(4) Where appropriate, the marine 
evacuation system’s stowage area must 
be protected from damage by heavy 
seas. 

(c) Stowage of associated liferafts. In-
flatable liferafts used in conjunction 
with the marine evacuation system 
must be stowed as follows: 

(1) Each inflatable liferaft used in 
conjunction with the marine evacu-
ation system must be close to the sys-
tem container, but capable of dropping 
clear of the deployed chute and board-
ing platform. 

(2) Each inflatable liferaft used in 
conjunction with the marine evacu-
ation system must be capable of indi-
vidual release from its stowage rack. 

(3) Each inflatable liferaft used in 
conjunction with the marine evacu-
ation system must be stowed in accord-
ance with § 108.530. 

(4) Each inflatable liferaft used in 
conjunction with the marine evacu-
ation system must be provided with 
pre-connected or easily connected re-
trieving lines to the platform. 

§ 108.550 Survival craft launching and 
recovery arrangements: General. 

(a)(1) Each launching appliance must 
be a davit approved under 46 CFR part 
160, subpart 160.132 for use with the in-
tended craft, with a winch approved 
under 46 CFR part 160, subpart 160.115 
for use with the intended craft. 

(2) Each launching appliance for a 
davit-launched liferaft must include an 
automatic disengaging apparatus ap-
proved under 46 CFR part 160, subpart 
160.170 and be either— 

(i) A launching appliance described in 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section; or 

(ii) A launching appliance approved 
on or before November 10, 2011 under 
approval series 160.163. 

(b) All lifeboats required for aban-
donment by the total number of per-
sons permitted on board must be capa-
ble of being launched with their full 
complement of persons and equipment 
within 10 minutes from the time the 
signal to abandon the unit is given. 

(c) Each survival craft must be ar-
ranged to clear each leg, column, foot-
ing, brace, mat, and each similar struc-
ture below the hull of a self-elevating 

unit and clear the upper hull, the col-
umns, and the pontoons of a column 
stabilized unit, with the unit in an in-
tact condition. 

(1) The survival craft must be ar-
ranged to be launched down the 
straight side of the unit or be mounted 
on a structure intended to provide 
clearance from lower structures of the 
unit. 

(2) The OCMI may allow a reduction 
in the total number of survival craft 
meeting this requirement when the 
unit is in the transit mode and the 
number of personnel on board is re-
duced. In such cases, sufficient survival 
craft must be available for use by the 
total number of personnel remaining 
on board. 

(d) Each lifeboat of aluminum con-
struction in the hull or canopy, and 
each aluminum launching appliance 
must be protected in its stowage posi-
tion by a water spray system meeting 
the requirements of part 34, subpart 
34.25 of this chapter. 

(e) With the exception of the sec-
ondary means of launching for free-fall 
lifeboats, each launching appliance to-
gether with all its lowering and recov-
ery gear must be arranged in a way 
that the fully equipped survival craft it 
serves can be safely lowered when load-
ed with its full complement of persons, 
and also without persons, against— 

(1) A list of up to 20 degrees on the 
high side; and 

(2) A list of up to 20 degrees or the de-
gree of list where the survival craft be-
comes waterborne, whichever, is the 
greater, on the low side. 

(f) When the unit is under any unfa-
vorable condition such as maximum 
airgap, lightest transit or operational 
condition, or any damaged condition 
under part 174, subpart C of this chap-
ter,— 

(1) Notwithstanding the requirements 
under § 108.550(e), survival craft launch-
ing appliances and marine evacuation 
systems must be capable of operation; 

(2) Falls, where used, must be long 
enough for survival craft to reach the 
water; and 

(3) Lifeboats with an aggregate ca-
pacity that will accommodate the total 
number of persons permitted on board 
must be capable of being launched safe-
ly, and clear of any obstruction. The 
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