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Federal Communications Commission §11.15
SDARS AND DBS
EAS equipment requirement SDARS DBS
EAS dCOUEIT ... Y Y
EAS encoder .............. Y Y
Audio message on all channels2 Y Y
Video message on all channels? ... N/A Y

1EAS Participants may comply with the obligations set forth in § 11.56 to decode and convert CAP-formatted messages into
EAS Protocol-compliant messages by deploying an Intermediary Device, as specified in § 11.56(b).

2 All SDARS and DBS providers may comply with this requirement by providing a means to switch all programmed channels to
a predesignated channel that carries the required audio and video EAS messages or by any other method that ensures that

viewers of all channels receive the EAS message.

(b) Analog class D non-commercial
educational FM stations as defined in
§73.506 of this chapter, digital class D
non-commercial educational FM sta-
tions, analog LPFM stations as defined
in §§73.811 and 73.853 of this chapter,
digital LPFM stations, analog LPTV
stations as defined in §74.701(f), and
digital LPTV stations as defined in
§74.701(k) of this chapter are not re-
quired to comply with §11.32. Analog
and digital LPTV stations that operate
as television broadcast translator sta-
tions, as defined in §74.701(b) of this
chapter, are not required to comply
with the requirements of this part. FM
broadcast booster stations as defined in
§74.1201(f) of this chapter and FM
translator stations as defined in
§74.1201(a) of this chapter which en-
tirely rebroadcast the programming of
other local FM broadcast stations are
not required to comply with the re-
quirements of this part. International
broadcast stations as defined in §73.701
of this chapter are not required to com-
ply with the requirements of this part.
Analog and digital broadcast stations
that operate as satellites or repeaters
of a hub station (or common studio or
control point if there is no hub station)
and rebroadcast 100 percent of the pro-
gramming of the hub station (or com-
mon studio or control point) may sat-
isfy the requirements of this part
through the use of a single set of EAS
equipment at the hub station (or com-
mon studio or control point) which
complies with §§11.32 and 11.33.

(¢) For purposes of the EAS,
Broadband Radio Service (BRS) and
Educational Broadband Service (EBS)
stations operated as part of wireless
cable systems in accordance with sub-
part M of part 27 of this chapter are de-
fined as follows:

(1) A ““wireless cable system” is a col-
lection of channels in the BRS or EBS
used to provide video programming
services to subscribers. The channels
may be licensed to or leased by the
wireless cable system operator.

(2) A ‘““‘wireless cable operator’ is the
entity that has acquired the right to
use the channels of a wireless cable
system for transmission of program-
ming to subscribers.

(d) Local franchise authorities may
use any EAS codes authorized by the
FCC in any agreements.

(e) Other technologies and public
service providers, such as low earth or-
biting satellites, that wish to partici-
pate in the EAS may contact the FCC’s
Public Safety and Homeland Security
Bureau or their State Emergency Com-
munications Committee for informa-
tion and guidance.

[63 FR 29662, June 1, 1998, as amended at 65
FR 7639, Feb. 15, 2000; 656 FR 21657, Apr. 24,
2000; 65 FR 30001, May 10, 2000; 65 FR 34406,
May 30, 2000; 67 FR 18506, Apr. 16, 2002; 69 FR
72031, Dec. 10, 2004; 70 FR 19315, Apr. 13, 2005;
70 FR 71031, Nov. 25, 2005; 71 FR 76220, Dec. 20,
2006; 72 FR 62132, Nov. 2, 2007; 77 FR 16699,
Mar. 22, 2012]

§§11.12-11.14 [Reserved]

§11.15 EAS Operating Handbook.

The EAS Operating Handbook states
in summary form the actions to be
taken by personnel at EAS Participant
facilities upon receipt of an EAN, an
EAT, tests, or State and Local Area
alerts. It is issued by the FCC and con-
tains instructions for the above situa-
tions. A copy of the Handbook must be
located at normal duty positions or
EAS equipment locations when an op-
erator is required to be on duty and be

965



§11.16

immediately available to staff respon-
sible for authenticating messages and
initiating actions.

[70 FR 71033, Nov. 25, 2005]

§11.16 National Control Point Proce-
dures.

The National Control Point Proce-
dures are written instructions issued
by the FCC to national level EAS con-
trol points. The procedures are divided
into sections as follows:

(a) National Level EAS Activation. This
section contains the activation and
termination instructions for the Na-
tional Emergency Message.

(b) EAS Test Transmissions. This sec-
tion contains the instructions for test-
ing the EAS at the National level.

[69 FR 67092, Dec. 28, 1994, as amended at 67
FR 18508, Apr. 16, 2002; 87 FR 67823, Nov. 10,
2022]

§11.18 EAS Designations.

(a) A Primary Entry Point (PEP) is a
private or commercial radio broadcast
station that cooperatively participates
with FEMA to provide EAS alerts to
the public. PEPs are the primary
source of initial broadcast for a Presi-
dential Alert. A PEP is equipped with
back-up communications equipment
and power generators designed to en-
able it to continue broadcasting infor-
mation to the public during and after
disasters of national significance. The
National Public Warning System (for-
merly called the Primary Entry Point
System) is a nationwide network of
broadcast stations and satellite opera-
tors used to distribute EAS alerts for-
matted in the EAS Protocol. FEMA is
responsible for designating broadcast
stations as PEPs.

(b) A National Primary (NP) is an en-
tity tasked with the primary responsi-
bility of receiving the National Emer-
gency Message from a PEP and deliv-
ering it to an individual state or por-
tion of a state. In states without a
PEP, the NP is responsible for receiv-
ing the National Emergency Message
from an out-of-state PEP and trans-
mitting it to the public and other EAS
Participants in the state. Multiple en-
tities may be charged with primary re-
sponsibility for delivering the National
Emergency Message.

47 CFR Ch. | (10-1-23 Edition)

(c) A State Primary (SP) is an entity
tasked with initiating the delivery of
EAS alerts other than the National
Emergency Message.

(d) A State Relay (SR) is an entity
not otherwise designated that is
charged with retransmitting EAS
alerts for the purpose of being mon-
itored by a Local Primary or Partici-
pating National. SRs must monitor or
deliver EAS alerts as required by the
State EAS Plan.

(e) A State Relay Network (SRN) is a
network composed of State Relay (SR)
sources, leased common carrier com-
munications facilities, or any other
available communication facilities.
The network distributes State EAS
messages originated by the Governor
or designated official. In addition to
EAS monitoring, satellites, microwave,
FM subcarrier, or any other commu-
nications technology may be used to
distribute State emergency messages.

(f) A Local Primary (LLP) is an entity
that serves as a monitoring assignment
for other EAS Participants within the
state. LP sources may be assigned
numbers (e.g., LP-1, 2, 3) and are relied
on as monitoring sources by other EAS
Participants in the Local Area. An LLP
may monitor any other station, includ-
ing another LP, as set forth in the
State EAS Plan, so long as doing so
avoids creating a single point of failure
in the alert distribution hierarchy.

(g) A Participating National (PN) is
an EAS Participant that transmits na-
tional, state, or Local Area EAS mes-
sages, and is not otherwise designated
within the State EAS Plan. PNs mon-
itor LLPs or other sources as set forth in
the State EAS Plan.

[87 FR 67823, Nov. 10, 2022]
§11.20 [Reserved]

§11.21 State and Local Area plans and
FCC Mapbook.

EAS plans contain guidelines which
must be followed by EAS Participants’
personnel, emergency officials, and Na-
tional Weather Service (NWS) per-
sonnel to activate the EAS. The plans
include the EAS header codes and mes-
sages that will be transmitted by key
EAS sources (NP, LP, SP and SR).
State and local plans contain unique
methods of EAS message distribution
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