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directional operation with power re-
duced to 25% or less of the nominal li-
censed power, or whatever higher 
power, not exceeding licensed power, 
will insure that the radiated field 
strength specified by the license is not 
exceeded at any given asimuth for the 
corresponding hours of directional op-
eration, or 

(4) Operate in a nondirectional mode 
during daytime hours, if not already so 
licensed, only as necessary to conduct 
a required nondirectional proof of per-
formance with a power not to exceed 
25% of the maximum power authorized 
by the construction permit for direc-
tional operation, or 

(5) Operate during daytime hours 
with either the daytime or nighttime 
directional pattern and with the power 
authorized by the construction permit 
only as necessary to take proof of per-
formance measurements. Operating 
power shall be promptly reduced to 
presently licensed level during any sig-
nificant period of time that these 
measurements are not being taken. No 
daytime operation of construction per-
mit directional patterns authorized by 
this paragraph shall be conducted be-
fore such patterns have been substan-
tially tuned during the experimental 
period. 

(6) In the event the directional pat-
tern authorized by the construction 
permit replaces a licensed directional 
pattern, the licensee may operate with 
the substantially adjusted construction 
permit pattern during the cor-
responding licensed hours of direc-
tional operation with power not ex-
ceeding that specified for the licensed 
pattern. 

(c) Such operation or discontinuance 
of operation in accordance with the 
provisions of paragraph (a) or (b) of 
this section may begin upon notifica-
tion to the FCC in Washington, DC. 

(1) Should it be necessary to continue 
the procedures in either paragraph (a) 
or (b) of this section beyond 30 days, an 
informal letter request signed by the 
licensee or the licensee’s representa-
tive must be sent to the FCC in Wash-
ington, DC. prior to the 30th day. 

(2) The license of a broadcasting sta-
tion that fails to transmit broadcast 
signals for any consecutive 12-month 
period expires as a matter of law at the 

end of that period, notwithstanding 
any provision, term, or condition of the 
license or construction permit to the 
contrary. 

(d) Licensees of an AM station hold-
ing a construction permit which au-
thorizes both a change in frequency 
and directional facilities must request 
and obtain authority from the FCC in 
Washington, DC. prior to using any 
new installation authorized by the per-
mit, or using temporary facilities. 

(1) The request is to be made at least 
10 days prior to the date on which the 
temporary operation is to commence. 
The request is to be made by letter 
which shall describe the operating 
modes and facilities to be used. Such 
letter requests shall be signed by the 
licensee or the licensee’s representa-
tive. 

(2) Discontinuance of operation is 
permitted upon notification to the FCC 
In Washington, DC. Should it be nec-
essary to discontinue operation longer 
than 30 days, an informal letter re-
quest, signed by the licensee or the li-
censee’s representatives, must be sent 
to the FCC in Washington, DC prior to 
the 30th day. 

(e) The FCC may modify or cancel 
the temporary operation permitted 
under the provisions of paragraph (a), 
(b), (c) or (d) of this section without 
prior notice or right to hearing. 

[50 FR 30947, July 31, 1985, as amended at 61 
FR 28767, June 6, 1996; 65 FR 30004, May 10, 
2000] 

§ 73.1620 Program tests. 
(a) Upon completion of construction 

of an AM, FM, TV or Class A TV sta-
tion in accordance with the terms of 
the construction permit, the technical 
provisions of the application, the rules 
and regulations and the applicable en-
gineering standards, program tests 
may be conducted in accordance with 
the following: 

(1) The permittee of a nondirectional 
AM or FM station, or a nondirectional 
or directional TV or Class A TV sta-
tion, may begin program tests upon no-
tification to the FCC in Washington, 
DC provided that within 10 days there-
after, an application for a license is 
filed with the FCC in Washington, DC. 

(2) The permittee of an FM station 
with a directional antenna system 
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must file an application for license on 
FCC Form 302–FM requesting authority 
to commence program test operations 
at full power with the FCC in Wash-
ington, D.C. This license application 
must be filed at least 10 days prior to 
the date on which full power operations 
are desired to commence. The applica-
tion for license must contain any ex-
hibits called for by conditions on the 
construction permit. The staff will re-
view the license application and the re-
quest for program test authority and 
issue a letter notifying the applicant 
whether full power operation has been 
approved. Upon filing of the license ap-
plication and related exhibits, and 
while awaiting approval of full power 
operation, the FM permittee may oper-
ate the directional antenna at one half 
(50%) of the authorized effective radi-
ated power. Alternatively, the per-
mittee may continue operation with its 
existing licensed facilities pending the 
issuance of program test authority at 
the full effective radiated power by the 
staff. 

(3) FM licensees replacing a direc-
tional antenna pursuant to 
§ 73.1690(c)(2) without changes which re-
quire a construction permit (see 
§ 73.1690(b)) may immediately com-
mence program test operations with 
the new antenna at one half (50%) of 
the authorized ERP upon installation. 
If the directional antenna replacement 
is an EXACT duplicate of the antenna 
being replaced (i.e., same manufac-
turer, antenna model number, and 
measured or computer modeled com-
posite pattern), program tests may 
commence with the new antenna at the 
full authorized power upon installa-
tion. The licensee must file a modifica-
tion of license application on FCC 
Form 2100, Schedule 302–FM within 10 
days of commencing operations with 
the newly installed antenna, and the li-
cense application must contain all of 
the exhibits required by § 73.1690(c)(2). 
After review of the modification-of-li-
cense application to cover the antenna 
change, the Commission will issue a 
letter notifying the applicant whether 
program test operation at the full au-
thorized power has been approved for 
the replacement directional antenna. 

(4) The permittee of an AM station 
with a directional antenna system 

must file an application for license on 
FCC Form 302–AM requesting program 
test authority with the FCC in Wash-
ington, DC at least ten (10) days prior 
to the date on which it desires to com-
mence program test operations. The 
application must provide an AM direc-
tional antenna proof of performance, 
containing the exhibits required by 
§ 73.186. After review of the application 
to cover the construction permit, the 
Commission will issue a letter noti-
fying the applicant whether program 
test operations may commence. Pro-
gram test operations may not com-
mence prior to issuance of staff ap-
proval. 

(5) Except for permits subject to suc-
cessive license terms, the permittee of 
an LPFM station may begin program 
tests upon notification to the FCC in 
Washington, DC, provided that within 
10 days thereafter, an application for 
license is filed. Program tests may be 
conducted by a licensee subject to 
mandatory license terms only during 
the term specified on such licensee’s 
authorization. 

(b) The Commission reserves the 
right to revoke, suspend, or modify 
program tests by any station without 
right of hearing for failure to comply 
adequately with all terms of the con-
struction permit or the provisions of 
§ 73.1690(c) for a modification of license 
application, or in order to resolve in-
stances of interference. The Commis-
sion may, at its discretion, also require 
the filing of a construction permit ap-
plication to bring the station into com-
pliance the Commission’s rules and 
policies. 

(c) Unless sooner suspended or re-
voked, the program test authority con-
tinues valid during FCC consideration 
of the application for license, and dur-
ing this period further extension of the 
construction permit is not required. 
Program test authority shall be auto-
matically terminated by final deter-
mination upon the application for sta-
tion license. 

(d) All operation under program test 
authority shall be in strict compliance 
with the rules governing broadcast sta-
tions and in strict accordance with rep-
resentations made in the application 
for license pursuant to which the tests 
were authorized. 
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(e) Acceptance by the FCC of notifi-
cation of the station of program tests, 
or the granting of program test author-
ity by the FCC, is not to be construed 
by the permittee as approval by the 
FCC of the application for station li-
cense. 

(f) The licensee of a UHF TV station 
which is not in operation on, but as-
signed to, the same allocated channel 
which a 1000 watt UHF translator sta-
tion is authorized to use (see § 73.3516, 
‘‘Specification of facilities’’), shall no-
tify the licensee of the translator sta-
tion, in writing, at least 10 days prior 
to commencing or resuming operation. 
The TV station licensee shall also cer-
tify to the FCC in Washington, DC that 
such advance notice has been given to 
the translator station licensee. 

(g) Reports required. In their applica-
tion for a license to cover a construc-
tion permit and on the first anniver-
sary of the commencement of program 
tests, applicants for new broadcast fa-
cilities that were granted after des-
ignation for a comparative hearing as a 
result of a post designation settlement 
or a decision favoring them after com-
parative consideration must report. 

(1) Any deviations from comparative 
proposals relating to integration of 
ownership and management and diver-
sification of the media of mass 
communciation contained in their ap-
plication for a construction permit at 
the time such application was granted; 
and 

(2) Any deviations from an active/ 
passive ownership structure proposed 
in their application for a construction 
permit at the time such application 
was granted. 

(3) The reports referred to in para-
graphs (g)(1) and (2) of this section 
shall not be required in any case in 
which the order granting the applica-
tion relieved the applicant of the obli-
gation to adhere to such proposals. 

[43 FR 32784, July 28, 1978, as amended at 45 
FR 6401, Jan. 28, 1980; 47 FR 28388, June 30, 
1982; 49 FR 38132, Sept. 27, 1984; 56 FR 795, 
Jan. 9, 1991; 56 FR 25639, June 5, 1991; 57 FR 
48333, Oct. 23, 1992; 62 FR 51059, Sept. 30, 1997; 
65 FR 7648, Feb. 15, 2000; 65 FR 30004, May 10, 
2000; 87 FR 35431, June 10, 2022] 

§ 73.1635 Special temporary authoriza-
tions (STA). 

(a) A special temporary authoriza-
tion (STA) is the authority granted to 
a permittee or licensee to permit the 
operation of a broadcast facility for a 
limited period at a specified variance 
from the terms of the station author-
ization or requirements of the FCC 
rules applicable to the particular class 
of station. 

(1) A request for a STA should be 
filed with FCC in Washington, DC at 
least 10 days prior to the date of the 
proposed operation. 

(2) The request is to be made by let-
ter and shall fully describe the pro-
posed operation and the necessity for 
the requested STA. Such letter re-
quests shall be signed by the licensee 
or the licensee’s representative. 

(3) A request for a STA necessitated 
by unforeseen equipment damage or 
failure may be made without regard to 
the procedural requirements of this 
section (e.g. via telegram or tele-
phone). Any request made pursuant to 
this paragraph shall be followed by a 
written confirmation request con-
forming to the requirements of para-
graph (a)(2) of this section. Confirma-
tion requests shall be submitted within 
24 hours. (See also § 73.1680 Emergency 
Antennas). 

(4) An STA may be granted for an ini-
tial period not to exceed 180 days. A 
limited number of extensions of such 
authorizations may be granted for ad-
ditional periods not exceeding 180 days 
per extension. An STA necessitated by 
technical or equipment problems, how-
ever, may, in practice, be granted for 
an initial period not to exceed 90 days 
with a limited number of extensions 
not to exceed 90 days per extension. 
The permittee or licensee must dem-
onstrate that any further extensions 
requested are necessary and that all 
steps to resume normal operation are 
being undertaken in an expeditions and 
timely fashion. The license of a broad-
casting station that fails to transmit 
broadcast signals for any consecutive 
12-month period expires as a matter of 
law at the end of that period, notwith-
standing any STA or provision, term, 
or condition of the license to the con-
trary. 
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