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Federal Communications Commission § 73.1740 

operate by reason of location east of 
the Class A station. 

(c) The licensee of a secondary sta-
tion which is authorized to operate 
limited time and which may resume 
operation at the time the Class A sta-
tion (or stations) on the same channel 
ceases operation shall, with each appli-
cation for renewal of license, file in 
triplicate a copy of its regular oper-
ating schedule. It shall bear a signed 
notation by the licensee of the Class A 
station of its objection or lack of ob-
jection thereto. Upon approval of such 
operating schedule, the FCC will affix 
its file mark and return one copy to 
the licensee authorized to operate lim-
ited time. Such approved operating 
schedule shall be considered part of the 
station’s license. Departure from said 
operating schedule will be permitted 
only pursuant to § 73.1715 (Share time). 

[56 FR 64872, Dec. 12, 1991, as amended at 84 
FR 2758, Feb. 8, 2019] 

§ 73.1730 Specified hours. 

(a) Specified hours stations must op-
erate in accordance with the exact 
hours specified in their license. How-
ever, such stations, operating on local 
channels, unless sharing time with 
other stations, may operate at hours 
beyond those specified in their licenses 
to carry special events programing. 
When such programs are carried during 
nighttime hours, the station’s author-
ized nighttime facilities must be used. 

(b) Other exceptions to the adherence 
to the schedule of specified hours of op-
eration are provided in § 73.72 (Oper-
ating during the experimental period), 
§ 73.1250 (Broadcasting emergency infor-
mation) and § 73.1740 (Minimum oper-
ating schedule). 

[43 FR 45850, Oct. 4, 1978] 

§ 73.1735 AM station operation pre- 
sunrise and post-sunset. 

Certain classes of AM stations are el-
igible to operate pre-sunrise and/or 
post-sunset for specified periods with 
facilities other than those specified on 
their basic instruments of authoriza-
tion. Such pre-sunrise and post-sunset 
operation is authorized pursuant to the 
provisions of § 73.99 of the Rules. 

[49 FR 41249, Oct. 22, 1984] 

§ 73.1740 Minimum operating sched-
ule. 

(a) All commercial broadcast sta-
tions are required to operate not less 
than the following minimum hours: 

(1) AM and FM stations. Two-thirds of 
the total hours they are authorized to 
operate between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. local 
time and two-thirds of the total hours 
they are authorized to operate between 
6 p.m. and midnight, local time, each 
day of the week except Sunday. 

(i) Class D stations which have been 
authorized nighttime operations need 
comply only with the minimum re-
quirements for operation between 6 
a.m. and 6 p.m., local time. 

(2) TV stations. (i) During the first 36 
months of operation, not less than 2 
hours daily in any 5 broadcast days per 
calendar week and not less than a total 
of: 

(A) 12 hours per week during the first 
18 months. 

(B) 16 hours per week during the 19th 
through 24th months. 

(C) 20 hours per week during the 25th 
through 30th months. 

(D) 24 hours per week during the 31st 
through 36th months. 

(ii) After 36 months of operation, not 
less than 2 hours in each day of the 
week and not less than a total of 28 
hours per calendar week. 

(iii) Visual transmissions of test pat-
terns, slides, or still pictures accom-
panied by unrelated aural trans-
missions may not be counted in com-
puting program service (see § 73.653). 

(3) ‘‘Operation’’ includes the period 
during which the station is operated 
pursuant to temporary authorization 
or program tests, as well as during the 
license period. 

(4) In the event that causes beyond 
the control of a licensee make it im-
possible to adhere to the operating 
schedule of this section or to continue 
operating, the station may limit or dis-
continue operation for a period of not 
more than 30 days without further au-
thority from the FCC. Notification 
must be sent to the FCC in Wash-
ington, D.C. not later than the 10th day 
of limited or discontinued operation. 
During such period, the licensee shall 
continue to adhere to the requirements 
in the station license pertaining to the 
lighting of antenna structures. In the 
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