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(3) The designation of the chief oper-
ator must be in writing with a copy of
the designation posted with the station
license. Agreements with chief opera-
tors serving on a contract basis must
be in writing with a copy kept in the
station files.

(c) The chief operator is responsible
for completion of the following duties
specified in this paragraph below. When
these duties are delegated to other per-
sons, the chief operator shall maintain
supervisory oversight sufficient to
know that each requirement has been
fulfilled in a timely and correct man-
ner.

(1) Inspections and calibrations of the
transmission system, required mon-
itors, metering and control systems;
and any necessary repairs or adjust-
ments where indicated. (See § 73.1580.)

(2) Periodic AM field monitoring
point measurements, equipment per-
formance measurements, or other tests
as specified in the rules or terms of the
station license.

(3) Review of the station records at
least once each week to determine if
required entries are being made cor-
rectly. Additionally, verification must
be made that the station has been oper-
ated as required by the rules or the sta-
tion authorization. Upon completion of
the review, the chief operator or his
designee must date and sign the log,
initiate any corrective action which
may be necessary, and advise the sta-
tion licensee of any condition which is
repetitive.

(4) Any entries which may be re-
quired in the station records. (See
§ 73.1820.)

[46 FR 35463, July 8, 1981, as amended at 47
FR 31580, July 21, 1982; 48 FR 38482, Aug. 24,
1983; 48 FR 44806, Sept. 30, 1983; 49 FR 20670,
May 16, 1984; 49 FR 50048, Dec. 26, 1984; 50 FR
32416, Aug. 12, 1985; 60 FR 55482, Nov. 1, 1995;
65 FR 30006, May 10, 2000]

§ 73.1910 Fairness Doctrine.
The Fairness Doctrine is contained in

section 315(a) of the Communications
Act of 1934, as amended, which provides
that broadcasters have certain obliga-
tions to afford reasonable opportunity
for the discussion of conflicting views
on issues of public importance. See
FCC public notice ‘‘Fairness Doctrine
and the Public Interest Standards,’’ 39

FR 26372. Copies may be obtained from
the FCC upon request.

[43 FR 45856, Oct. 4, 1978]

§ 73.1920 Personal attacks.
(a) When, during the presentation of

views on a controversial issue of public
importance, an attack is made upon
the honesty, character, integrity or
like personal qualities of an identified
person or group, the licensee shall,
within a reasonable time and in no
event later than one week after the at-
tack, transmit to the persons or group
attacked:

(1) Notification of the date, time and
identification of the broadcast;

(2) A script or tape (or an accurate
summary if a script or tape is not
available) of the attack; and

(3) An offer of a reasonable oppor-
tunity to respond over the licensee’s
facilities.

(b) The provisions of paragraph (a) of
this section shall not apply to broad-
cast material which falls within one or
more of the following categories:

(1) Personal attacks on foreign
groups or foreign public figures;

(2) Personal attacks occurring during
uses by legally qualified candidates.

(3) Personal attacks made during
broadcasts not included in paragraph
(b)(2) of this section and made by le-
gally qualified candidates, their au-
thorized spokespersons, or those asso-
ciated with them in the campaign, on
other such candidates, their authorized
spokespersons or persons associated
with the candidates in the campaign;
and

(4) Bona fide newscasts, bona fide
news interviews, and on-the-spot cov-
erage of bona fide news events, includ-
ing commentary or analysis contained
in the foregoing programs.

(c) The provisions of paragraph (a) of
this section shall be applicable to edi-
torials of the licensee, except in the
case of noncommercial educational sta-
tions since they are precluded from
editorializing (section 399(a), Commu-
nications Act).

[43 FR 45856, Oct. 4, 1978, as amended at 44 FR
45956, Aug. 6, 1979]

§ 73.1930 Political editorials.
(a) Where a licensee, in an editorial,
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