Federal Communications Commission

§73.26 Regional channels; Class B and
Class D stations.

(a) The following frequencies are des-
ignated as regional channels and are
assigned for use by Class B and Class D
stations: 550, 560, 570, 580, 590, 600, 610,
620, 630, 790, 910, 920, 930, 950, 960, 970,
980, 1150, 1250, 1260, 1270, 1280, 1290, 1300,
1310, 1320, 1330, 1350, 1360, 1370, 1380, 1390,
1410, 1420, 1430, 1440, 1460, 1470, 1480, 1590,
1600, 1610, 1620, 1630, 1640, 1650, 1660, 1670,
1680, 1690, and 1700 kHz.

(b) Additionally, in Alaska, Hawaii,
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands the frequencies 1230, 1240, 1340,
1400, 1450, and 1490 kHz are designated
as Regional channels, and are assigned
for use by Class B stations. Stations
formerly licensed to these channels in
those locations as Class C stations are
redesignated as Class B stations.

[56 FR 64857, Dec. 12, 1991]

§73.27 Local channels;
tions.

Within the conterminous 48 states,
the following frequencies are des-
ignated as local channels, and are as-
signed for use by Class C stations: 1230,
1240, 1340, 1400, 1450, and 1490 kHz.

[56 FR 64857, Dec. 12, 1991]

Class C sta-

§73.28 Assignment of stations to chan-
nels.

(a) The Commission will not make an
AM station assignment that does not
conform with international require-
ments and restrictions on spectrum use
that the United States has accepted as
a signatory to treaties, conventions,
and other international agreements.
See §73.1650 for a list of pertinent trea-
ties, conventions and agreements, and
§73.23 for procedural provisions relat-
ing to compliance with them.

(b) Engineering standards now in
force domestically differ in some re-
spects from those specified for inter-
national purposes. The engineering
standards specified for international
purposes (see §73.1650, International
Agreements) will be used to determine:

(1) The extent to which interference
might be caused by a proposed station
in the United States to a station in an-
other country; and

(2) whether the United States should
register an objection to any new or
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changed assignment notified by an-
other country. The domestic standards
in effect in the United States will be
used to determine the extent to which
interference exists or would exist from
a foreign station where the value of
such interference enters into a calcula-
tion of:

(i) The service to be rendered by a
proposed operation in the United
States; or

(ii) the permissible interfering signal
from one station in the United States
to another United States station.

[28 FR 13574, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 29
FR 9499, July 11, 1964; 49 FR 32358, Aug. 14,
1984; 50 FR 18821, May 2, 1985; 54 FR 39736,
Sept. 28, 1989; 56 FR 64857, Dec. 12, 1991]

§73.29 Class C stations on regional
channels.

No license will be granted for the op-
eration of a Class C station on a re-
gional channel.

[ 56 FR 64857, Dec. 12, 1991]

§73.30 Petition for authorization of an
allotment in the 1605-1705 kHz
band.

(a) Any party interested in operating
an AM broadcast station on one of the
ten channels in the 1605-1705 kHz band
must file a petition for the establish-
ment of an allotment to its community
of license. Each petition must include
the following information:

(1) Name of community for which al-
lotment is sought;

(2) Frequency and call letters of the
petitioner’s existing AM operation; and

(3) Statement as to whether or not
AM stereo operation is proposed for the
operation in the 1605-1705 kHz band.

(b) Petitions are to be filed during a
filing period to be determined by the
Commission. For each filing period, eli-
gible stations will be allotted channels
based on the following steps:

(1) Stations are ranked in descending
order according to the calculated im-
provement factor.

(2) The station with the highest im-
provement factor is initially allotted
the lowest available channel.

(3) Successively, each station with
the next lowest improvement factor, is
allotted an available channel taking
into account the possible frequency
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and location combinations and rela-
tionship to previously selected allot-
ments. If a channel is not available for
the subject station, previous allot-
ments are examined with respect to an
alternate channel, the use of which
would make a channel available for the
subject station.

(4) When it has been determined that,
in accordance with the above steps, no
channel is available for the subject sta-
tion, that station is no longer consid-
ered and the process continues to the
station with the next lowest improve-
ment factor.

(c) If awarded an allotment, a peti-
tioner will have sixty (60) days from
the date of public notice of selection to
file an application for construction
permit on FCC Form 301. (See §§73.24
and 73.37(e) for filing requirements).
Unless instructed by the Commission
to do otherwise, the application shall
specify Model | facilities. (See §73.14).
Upon grant of the application and sub-
sequent construction of the authorized
facility, the applicant must file a li-
cense application on FCC Form 302.

NoTE 1: Until further notice by the Com-
mission, the filing of these petitions is lim-
ited to licensees of existing AM stations (ex-
cluding Class C stations) operating in the
535-1605 kHz band. First priority will be as-
signed to Class D stations located within the
primary service contours of U.S. Class A sta-
tions that are licensed to serve communities
of 100,000 or more for which there exists no
local fulltime aural service.

NOTE 2: Selection among competing peti-
tions will be based on interference reduction.
Notwithstanding the exception contained in
Note 5 of this section, within each oper-
ational category, the station demonstrating
the highest value of improvement factor will
be afforded the highest priority for an allot-
ment, with the next priority assigned to the
station with next lowest value, and so on,
until available allotments are filled.

NOTE 3: The Commission will periodically
evaluate the progress of the movement of
stations from the 535-1605 kHz band to the
1605-1705 kHz band to determine whether the
1605-1705 kHz band should continue to be ad-
ministered on an allotment basis or modified
to an assignment method. If appropriate, the
Commission will later develop further proce-
dures for use of the 1605-1705 kHz band by ex-
isting station licensees and others.

NOTE 4: Other than the exception specified
in note 1 of this section, existing fulltime
stations are considered first for selection as
described in note 2 of this section. In the
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event that an allotment availability exists
for which no fulltime station has filed a rel-
evant petition, such allotment may be
awarded to a licensed Class D station. If
more than one Class D station applies for
this migration opportunity, the following
priorities will be used in the selection proc-
ess: First priority—a Class D station located
within the 0.5 mV/m-50% contour of a U.S.
Class A station and licensed to serve a com-
munity of 100,000 or more, for which there
exists no local fulltime aural service; Second
priority—Class D stations ranked in order of
improvement factor, from highest to lowest,
considering only those stations with im-
provement factors greater than zero.

NoOTE 5: The preference for AM stereo in
the expanded band will be administered as
follows: when an allotment under consider-
ation (candidate allotment) conflicts with
one or more previously selected allotments
(established allotments) and cannot be ac-
commodated in the expanded band, the can-
didate allotment will be substituted for the
previously established allotment provided
that: the petitioner for the candidate allot-
ment has made a written commitment to the
use of AM stereo and the petitioner for the
established allotment has not; the difference
between the ranking factors associated with
the candidate and established allotments
does not exceed 10% of the ranking factor of
the candidate allotment; the substitution
will not require the displacement of more
than one established allotment; and both the
candidate allotment and the established al-
lotment are within the same priority group.

[58 FR 27949, May 12, 1993]

§73.31 Rounding of nominal power
specified on applications.

(a) An application filed with the FCC
for a new station or for an increase in
power of an existing station shall
specify nominal power rounded to two
significant figures as follows:

Rounded
down to
Nominal power (kW) nearest
figure
(kw)
Below 0.25 0.001
0.25t0 0.99 . 0.01
1t09.9 ... 0.1
10to 50 ... 1

(b) In rounding the nominal power in
accordance with paragraph (a) of this
section the RMS shall be adjusted ac-
cordingly. If rounding upward to the
nearest figure would result in objec-
tionable interference, the nominal
power specified on the application is to



