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AUTOMATED SYSTEMS

§ 80.475 Scope of service of the Auto-
mated Maritime Telecommuni-
cations System (AMTS).

(a) AMTS applicants proposing to
serve inland waterways must show how
the proposed system will provide con-
tinuity of service along more than 60%
of each of one or more navigable inland
waterways. Inland waterways less than
240 kilometers (150 miles) long must be
served in their entirety. AMTS appli-
cants proposing to serve portions of the
Atlantic, Pacific or Gulf of Mexico
coastline must define a substantial
navigational area and show how the
proposed system will provide con-
tinuity of service for it. A separate
Form 503 is not required for each coast
station in a system. However, the ap-
plicant must provide the technical
characteristics for each proposed coast
station, including transmitter type, op-
erating frequencies, emissions, trans-
mitter output power, antenna arrange-
ment and location.

(1) Applicants proposing to locate a
coast station transmitter within 169
kilometers (105 miles) of a channel 13
television station or within 129 kilo-
meters (80 miles) of a channel 10 tele-
vision station or with an antenna
height greater than 61 meters (200 feet)
must submit an engineering study
clearly showing the means of avoiding
interference with television reception
within the grade B contour. See
§ 80.215(h).

(2) Additionally, applicants required
to submit the above specified must
give written notice of the filing of such
application(s) to the television stations
which may be affected. A list of the no-
tified television stations must be sub-
mitted with the subject applications.

(b) In lieu of public correspondence
service an AMTS system may provide
private coast station communications
related to the operational require-
ments of ships including transmissions
of fuel, weather, position and supply
reports. However, such communica-
tions may be provided only to ship sta-
tions whose licensees make cooperative
arrangements with the AMTS coast
station licensees. In emergency and

distress situations, services must be
provided without prior arrangements.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 52
FR 35245, Sept. 18, 1987; 56 FR 3783, Jan. 31,
1991]

§ 80.477 AMTS points of communica-
tion.

(a) AMTS coast stations may com-
municate with fixed platform stations
located in the offshore waters of the
Gulf of Mexico, with ship stations, and
with land units in accordance with
§ 80.123.

(b) AMTS licensees in the offshore
waters of the Gulf of Mexico may use
AMTS coast and ship station fre-
quencies on a secondary basis for fixed
service communications to support off-
shore AMTS operations.

(c) AMTS service may be provided to
any vessel within communication serv-
ice range of an AMTS station even
though the vessel may not be operating
within the confines of a served water-
way.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 52
FR 35245, Sept. 18, 1987; 62 FR 40307, July 28,
1997]

§ 80.479 Assignment and use of fre-
quencies for AMTS.

(a) The frequencies assignable to
AMTS stations are listed in subpart H
of this part. These frequencies are as-
signable to ship and public coast sta-
tions for voice, facsimile and
radioteletypewriter communications.

(b) [Reserved]

Subpart K—Private Coast Stations
and Marine Utility Stations

§ 80.501 Supplemental eligibility re-
quirements.

(a) A private coast station or a ma-
rine utility station may be granted
only to a person who is:

(1) Regularly engaged in the oper-
ation, docking, direction, construction,
repair, servicing or management of one
or more commercial transport vessels
or United States, state or local govern-
ment vessels; or is

(2) Responsible for the operation,
control, maintenance or development
of a harbor, port or waterway used by
commercial transport vessels; or is
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(3) Engaged in furnishing a ship ar-
rival and departure service, and will
employ the station only for the pur-
pose of obtaining the information es-
sential to that service; or is

(4) A corporation proposing to fur-
nish a nonprofit radio communication
service to its parent corporation, to an-
other subsidiary of the same parent, or
to its own subsidiary where the party
to be served performs any of the eligi-
bility activities described in this sec-
tion; or is

(5) A nonprofit corporation or asso-
ciation, organized to furnish a mari-
time mobile service solely to persons
who operate one or more commercial
transport vessels; or is

(6) Responsible for the operation of
bridges, structures or other installa-
tions that area part of, or directly re-
lated to, a harbor, port or waterway
when the operation of such facilities
requires radio communications with
vessels for safety or navigation; or is

(7) A person controlling public moor-
age facilities; or is

(8) A person servicing or supplying
vessels other than commercial trans-
port vessels; or is

(9) An organized yacht club with
moorage facilities; or is

(10) A nonprofit organization pro-
viding noncommercial communications
to vessels other than commercial
transport vessels.

(b) Each application for station au-
thorization for a private coast station
or a marine utility station must be ac-
companied by a statement indicating
eligibility under paragraph (a) of this
section.

§ 80.503 Cooperative use of facilities.
(a) A person engaged in the operation

of one or more commercial transport
vessels or government vessels may re-
ceive maritime mobile service from a
private coast station or a marine util-
ity station on shore even though not
the licensee of the private coast sta-
tion or the marine utility station. Re-
strictions on cooperative arrangements
are as follows:

(1) Foreign persons must be the li-
censees of the radio stations installed
on board their vessels.

(2) The licensee of a private coast
station or marine utility station on

shore may install ship radio stations
on board United States commercial
transport vessels of other persons. In
each case these persons must enter
into a written agreement verifying
that the ship station licensee has the
sole right of control of the ship sta-
tions, that the vessel operators must
use the ship stations subject to the or-
ders and instructions of the coast sta-
tion or marine utility station on shore,
and that the ship station licensee will
have sufficient control of the ship sta-
tion to enable it to carry out its re-
sponsibilities under the ship station li-
cense.

(b) Cooperative arrangements are
limited concerning cost and charges as
follows:

(1) The arrangement must be estab-
lished on a non-profit, cost-sharing
basis by written contract. A copy of
the contract must be kept with the sta-
tion records and made available for in-
spection by Commission representa-
tives.

(2) Contributions to capital and oper-
ating expenses are to be prorated on an
equitable basis among all persons who
are parties to the cooperative arrange-
ment. Records which reflect the cost of
the service and its nonprofit, cost-shar-
ing nature must be maintained by the
licensee of the station and made avail-
able for inspection by Commission rep-
resentatives.

§ 80.505 Points of communication.

(a) Private coast stations and marine
utility stations are authorized to com-
municate:

(1) With any mobile station in the
maritime mobile service for the ex-
change of safety communications;

(2) With any land station for the pur-
pose of aiding the exchange of safety
communications;

(3) With ship stations.
(b) Private coast stations of the same

licensee may be authorized to commu-
nicate on a secondary basis between
themselves if:

(1) The communications are confined
exclusively to those for which author-
ity has been granted the coast station,
and concerns ships with which one or
both of the coast stations are author-
ized to communicate; and
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