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more than 300 meters (1,000 feet) from
the nearest land at mean low tide are
exempt from the provisions of title III,
part III of the Communications Act.

(b) All U.S. passenger vessels of less
than 100 gross tons, not subject to the
radio provisions of the Safety Conven-
tion, are exempt from the radio-
telegraph provisions of Part II of Title
III of the Communications Act, pro-
vided that the vessels are equipped
with a radiotelephone installation
fully complying with subpart S of this
part.

(c) Prior to February 1, 1999, U.S. pas-
senger vessels of less than 100 gross
tons are exempt from the
radiotelepraph requirements of Part II
of Title III of the Communications Act
and the MF radiotelephone require-
ments of this subpart as well as Regu-
lations 7 to 11 of Chapter IV of the
Safety Convention if the following cri-
teria are fully met:

(1) The ship is equipped with a VHF
radiotelephone installation meeting
the requirements of this subpart;

(2) While navigating more than three
nautical miles from the nearest land,
the ship is equipped with:

(i) A Category 1, 406 MHz EPIRB
meeting the requirements of § 80.1061;

(ii) A NAVTEX receiver meeting the
requirements of § 80.1101(c)(1); and

(iii) Three two-way VHF radio-
telephone apparatus and two radar
transponders meeting the requirements
of § 80.1095.

(3) The ship remains within commu-
nications range of U.S. Coast Guard or
public coast stations operating in the
band 156–162 MHz;

(4) The routes of the voyage are never
more than 20 nautical miles from the
nearest land or, alternatively, not
more than 200 nautical miles between
two consecutive ports, and are limited
to the following domestic and inter-
national voyages:

(i) In waters contiguous to Hawaii,
the Bahama Islands and the islands in
the Caribbean Sea, including the
Greater Antilles, Lesser Antilles, and
the coastal waters of Venezuela be-
tween the Mouth of the Orinoco River
and the Gulf of Venezuela;

(ii) In waters contiguous to the coast
of Southern California from Point Con-
ception south to Cape San Lucas, Mex-

ico; the islands of San Miguel, Santa
Rosa, Santa Cruz, Anacopa, San Nico-
las, Santa Barbara, Santa Catalina,
and San Clemente are considered to be
within these waters; and,

(iii) In waters of the Pacific North-
west between Tacoma, Washington and
the waters of British Columbia, Can-
ada, as far north as Queen Charlotte
Strait, never in the open sea.

(d) Prior to February 1, 1999, U.S.
passenger vessels of less than 100 gross
tons are exempt from the radio-
telegraph requirements of Part II of
Title III of the Communications Act, as
well as Regulations 7 to 11 of Chapter
IV of the Safety Convention, if the fol-
lowing criteria are fully met:

(1) The ship is equipped in accordance
with paragraphs (c)(1) and (c)(2) of this
section;

(2) The ship is equipped with a MF ra-
diotelephone installation meeting the
requirements of this subpart;

(3) The routes of the voyage are never
more than 20 nautical miles from the
nearest land or, alternatively, not
more than 100 nautical miles between
two consecutive ports, and are limited
to international voyages between Flor-
ida and the Bahama Islands.

(e) These exemptions may be termi-
nated at any time without hearing, if
in the Commission’s discretion, the
need for such action arises.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 58
FR 44954, Aug. 25, 1993; 60 FR 58245, Nov. 27,
1995]

§ 80.935 Station clock.
Each station subject to this subpart

must have a working clock or time-
piece readily available to the operator.

Subpart T—Radiotelephone Instal-
lation Required for Vessels on
the Great Lakes

§ 80.951 Applicability.
The Agreement Between the United

States of America and Canada for Pro-
motion of Safety on the Great Lakes
by Means of Radio, 1973, applies to ves-
sels of all countries when navigated on
the Great Lakes. The Great Lakes
Radio Agreement defines the Great
Lakes as ‘‘all waters of Lakes Ontario,
Erie, Huron (including Georgian Bay),
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Michigan, Superior, their connecting
and tributary waters and the River St.
Lawrence as far east as the lower exit
of the St. Lambert Lock at Montreal in
the Province of Quebec, Canada,’’ but
does not include such of the connecting
and tributary waters as may be speci-
fied in the Technical Regulations. The
Technical Regulations do not include
any connecting and tributary waters
except the St. Mary’s River, the St.
Clair River, Lake St. Clair, the Detroit
River and the Welland Canal. A vessel
to which the Great Lakes Radio Agree-
ment applies and which falls into the
specific categories by paragraph (a), (b)
or (c) of this section and not excepted
by paragraph (d) or (e) of this section
must comply with this subpart while
navigated on the Great Lakes.

(a) Every vessel 20 meters (65 feet) or
over in length (measured from end to
end over the deck, exclusive of sheer).

(b) Every vessel engaged in towing
another vessel or floating object, ex-
cept:

(1) Where the maximum length of the
towing vessel, measured from end to
end over the deck exclusive of sheer, is
less than 8 meters (26 feet) and the
length or breadth of the tow, exclusive
of the towing line, is less than 20 me-
ters (65 feet);

(2) Where the vessel towed complies
with this subpart;

(3) Where the towing vessel and tow
are located within a booming ground
(an area in which logs are confined); or

(4) Where the tow has been under-
taken in an emergency and neither the
towing vessel nor the tow can comply
with this part.

(c) Any vessel carrying more than six
passengers for hire.

(d) The requirements of the Great
Lakes Radio Agreement do not apply
to:

(1) Ships of war and troop ships;
(2) Vessels owned and operated by

any national government and not en-
gaged in trade.

(e) The Commission may if it con-
siders that the conditions of the voy-
age or voyages affecting safety (includ-
ing but not necessarily limited to the
regularity, frequency and nature of the
voyages, or other circumstances) are
such as to render full application of the
Great Lakes Agreement unreasonable

or unnecessary, exempt partially, con-
ditionally or completely, any indi-
vidual vessel for one or more voyages
or for any period of time not exceeding
one year.

§ 80.953 Inspection and certification.

(a) Each U.S. flag vessel subject to
the Great Lakes Agreement must have
an inspection of the required radio-
telephone installation at least once
every 13 months. This inspection must
be made while the vessel is in active
service or within not more than one
month before the date on which it is
placed in service.

(b) An inspection and certification of
a ship subject to the Great Lakes
Agreement must be made by a techni-
cian holding one of the following: a
General Radiotelephone Operator Li-
cense, a GMDSS Radio Maintainer’s Li-
cense, a Second Class Radiotelegraph
Operator’s Certificate, or a First Class
Radiotelegraph Operator’s Certificate.
Additionally, the technician must not
be the vessel’s owner, operator, master,
or an employee of any of them. The re-
sults of the inspection must be re-
corded in the ship’s radiotelephone log
and include:

(1) The date the inspection was con-
ducted;

(2) The date by which the next in-
spection needs to be completed;

(3) The inspector’s printed name, ad-
dress, class of FCC license (including
the serial number);

(4) The results of the inspection, in-
cluding any repairs made; and

(5) The inspector’s signed and dated
certification that the vessel meets the
requirements of the Great Lakes
Agreement and the Bridge-to-Bridge
Act contained in subparts T and U of
this part and has successfully passed
the inspection.

(c) The vessel owner, operator, or
ship’s master must certify that the in-
spection required by paragraph (b) was
satisfactory.

(d) The ship’s log must be retained
on-board the vessel for at least two
years from the date of the inspection.

[61 FR 25807, May 23, 1996]
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