Surface Transportation Board, DOT

(3) An agreement of payment might
be negotiated.

(b) The Board shall grant an inter-
view with a debtor upon the debtor’s
request. The Board will not reimburse
a debtor’s interview expenses.

§1018.23 Use of consumer reporting
agencies.

(a) In addition to assessing interest,
penalties, and administrative costs
under §1018.30 of this part, the Board
may report a debt that has been delin-
quent for 90 days to a consumer report-
ing agency, if all the conditions of this
paragraph are met.

(1) The debtor has not:

(i) Paid or agreed to pay the debt
under a written payment plan that has
been signed by the debtor and agreed to
by the Board; or

(ii) Filed for review of the debt under
§1018.23(a)(2)(iv) of this section.

(2) The Board has included a notifica-
tion in the third written demand (see
§1018.20(b)) to the debtor stating:

(i) That the account has been re-
viewed and payment of the debt is de-
linquent;

(ii) That, within not less than 60 days
after the date of notification, the
Board intends to disclose to a con-
sumer reporting agency that the indi-
vidual is responsible for the debt;

(iii) The specific information to be
disclosed to the consumer reporting
agency; and

(iv) That the debtor has the right to
a complete explanation of the debt (if
that has not already been given), to
dispute information on Board records
about the debt, and to request recon-
sideration of the debt by administra-
tive appeal or review of the debt.

(3) The Board has sent at least one
written demand by either registered or
certified mail with the notification de-
scribed in paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion.

(4) The Board has reconsidered its
initial decision on the debt when the
debtor has requested a review under
§1018.23(a)(2)(iv).

(5) The Board has taken reasonable
action to locate a debtor for whom the
Board does not have a current address
to send the notifications provided for
in paragraph (a)(2) of this section.
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(b) If there is a substantial change in
the condition or amount of the debt,
the Board shall:

(1) Promptly disclose that fact(s) to
each consumer reporting agency to
which the original disclosure was
made;

(2) Promptly verify or correct infor-
mation about the debt, on request of a
consumer reporting agency for
verification of any or all information
so disclosed by the Board; and

(3) Obtain satisfactory assurances
from each consumer reporting agency
that they are complying with all appli-
cable Federal, state, and local laws re-
lating to its use of consumer credit in-
formation.

(c) The information the Board dis-
closes to the consumer reporting agen-
cy is limited to:

(1) Information necessary to estab-
lish the identity of the individual debt-
or, including name, address, and tax-
payer identification number;

(2) The amount, status, and history
of the debt; and

(3) The Board activity under which
the claim arose.

§1018.24 Contact with the debtor’s em-
ploying agency.

If a debtor is employed by the Fed-
eral government or is a member of the
military establishment or the Coast
Guard, and collection by offset cannot
be accomplished in accordance with 5
U.S.C. 5514, the Board shall contact the
employing agency to arrange with the
debtor for payment of the indebtedness
by allotment or otherwise.

§1018.25 Sanctions.

(a) Closure of accounts. If a tariff fil-
ing fee or insurance filing fee account
is past due more than 90 days, the
Board will freeze the account until the
account is made current. The Board
will notify the account holder that the
account has been frozen and that until
the account balance including any ap-
plicable interest, penalties, and admin-
istrative costs are paid, all future fil-
ings, must be accompanied by a cer-
tified or cashier’s check or a money
order. The Board reserves the right to
refuse to maintain an account which is
repeatedly delinquent.
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(b) Suspension or revocation of tariff or
insurance filing privileges. If the account
holder fails to satisfy all claims for
tariff or insurance filing fees including
applicable interest, penalties, and the
administrative costs of collection of
the debt, the Board may suspend or
prohibit a tariff or insurance filing fee
account holder from submitting tariff
or insurance filings in its own name or
on behalf of others.

(c) Suspension or revocation of certifi-
cates, licenses, or permits granted by the
Board. The Board may suspend or re-
voke any certificates, permits, or 1li-
censes which the Board has granted to
an account holder or other debtor for
any inexcusable, prolonged, or repeated
failure or refusal to pay a delinquent
debt.

(d) Procedures for suspension or revoca-
tion of filing privileges or certificates, li-
censes, or permits for failure to pay tariff
or insurance filing fees. Before sus-
pending or revoking an account hold-
er’s privilege to submit tariff or insur-
ance filings or suspending or revoking
any certificate, license, or permit
which the Board has granted to any ac-
count holder, the Board shall issue to
the account holder an order to show
cause why the tariff or insurance filing
privilege or any certificate, license, or
permit should not be suspended or re-
voked. The Board shall allow the debt-
or no more than 30 days to pay the debt
in full including applicable interest,
penalties, and administrative costs of
collection of the delinquent debt. The
Board may suspend or revoke any cer-
tificate, license, permit, approval or
filing privilege at the end of this period
upon a finding of willful noncompli-
ance with the Board’s order. If any cer-
tificate, license, permit, or filing privi-
lege is revoked under this authority of
this part, a new application with ap-
propriate fees must be made to the
Board, and all previous delinquent
debts of the debtor to the Board must
be paid before the Board will consider
such application.

(e) Other sanctions. The remedies and
sanctions available to the Board in this
area are not exclusive. The Board may
impose other sanctions, where per-
mitted by law for any inexcusable, pro-
longed, or repeated failure of a debtor
to pay such claim. In such cases, the
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Board will provide notice and a hear-
ing, as required by law, to the debtor
prior to the imposition of any such
sanctions.

§1018.26 Disputed debts.

(a) A debtor who disputes a debt shall
explain why the debt is incorrect in
fact or law within 30 days from the
date that the initial demand letter was
mailed. The debtor may support the ex-
planation by submitting affidavits,
statements certified under penalty of
perjury, canceled checks, or other rel-
evant evidence.

(b) The Board may extend the inter-
est waiver period as described in
§1018.30(j) pending a final determina-
tion of the existence or amount of the
debt.

(c) The Board may investigate the
facts involved in the dispute and if nec-
essary, the Board may arrange for a
conference at which the debtor may
present evidence and arguments in sup-
port of the debtor’s positions.

§1018.27 Contracting for
services.

collection

The Board may contract for collec-
tion services in order to recover delin-
quent debts. However, the Board re-
tains the authority to resolve disputes,
compromise claims, suspend or termi-
nate collection action, and initiate en-
forced collection through litigation.
When appropriate, the Board shall con-
tract in accordance with 4 CFR 102.6.

§1018.28 Collection by administrative
offset.

(a) The Board may administratively
undertake collection by offset on each
claim which is liquidated or certain in
amount in accordance with the guide-
lines and the standards contained in 4
CFR 102.2, 102.3, and 102.4 and 5 U.S.C.
5514, as applicable. The Board may not
initiate administrative offset to collect
a debt more than 10 years after the
Government’s right to the debt first
accrued, unless facts material to the
Government’s right to collect the debt
were not known and could not reason-
ably have been known to the Board.

(b) Collection by administrative off-
set of amounts payable from the Civil
Service Retirement and Disability



