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$500 and not more than $11,000 per vio-
lation, except that: Penalties may be
assessed against individuals only for
willful violations, and, where a grossly
negligent violation or a pattern of re-
peated violations has created an immi-
nent hazard of death or injury to per-
sons, or has caused death or injury, a
penalty not to exceed $22,000 per viola-
tion may be assessed. Each day a viola-
tion continues shall constitute a sepa-
rate offense.

[54 FR 33230, Aug. 14, 1989, as amended at 63
FR 11623, Mar. 10, 1998; 64 FR 25660, May 12,
1999]

§ 232.1 Power brakes; minimum per-
centage.

On and after September 1, 1910, on all
railroads used in interstate commerce,
whenever, as required by the Safety
Appliance Act as amended March 2,
1903, any train is operated with power
or train brakes, not less than 85 per-
cent of the cars of such train shall have
their brakes used and operated by the
engineer of the locomotive drawing
such train, and all power-brake cars in
every such train which are associated
together with the 85 percent shall have
their brakes so used and operated.

§ 232.2 Drawbars; standard height.
Except on cars specified in the pro-

viso in section 6 of the Safety Appli-
ance Act of March 2, 1893 (sec. 6, 27
Stat. 532, 45 U.S.C. 6) as the same was
amended April 1, 1896 (29 Stat. 85; 45
U.S.C. 6) the standard height of draw-
bars heretofore designated in compli-
ance with law is hereby modified and
changed in the manner hereinafter pre-
scribed, to wit: The maximum height of
drawbars for freight cars measured per-
pendicularly from the level of the tops
of rails to the centers of drawbars for
standard-gauge railroads in the United
States subject to said act shall be 341⁄2
inches, and the minimum height of
drawbars for freight cars on such
standard-gauge railroads measured in
the same manner shall be 311⁄2 inches,
and on narrow-gauge railroads in the
United States subject to said act the
maximum height of drawbars for
freight cars measured from the level of
the tops of rails to the centers of draw-
bars shall be 26 inches, and the min-
imum height of drawbars for freight

cars on such narrow-gauge railroads
measured in the same manner shall be
23 inches, and on 2-foot-gauge railroads
in the United States subject to said act
the maximum height of drawbars for
freight cars measured from the level of
the tops of rails to the centers of draw-
bars shall be 171⁄2 inches, and the min-
imum height of drawbars for freight
cars on such 2-foot-gauge railroads
measured in the same manner shall be
141⁄2 inches.

§ 232.3 Power brakes and appliances
for operating power-brake systems.

(a) The specifications and require-
ment for power brakes and appliances
for operating power-brake systems for
freight service set forth in the appen-
dix to the report on further hearing, of
May 30, 1945, are hereby adopted and
prescribed. (See appendix to this part
for order in Docket 13528.)

(b) [Reserved]

RULES FOR INSPECTION, TESTING AND
MAINTENANCE OF AIR BRAKE EQUIPMENT

§ 232.10 General rules; locomotives.
(a) Air brake and hand brake equip-

ment on locomotives including tender
must be inspected and maintained in
accordance with the requirements of
the Locomotive Inspection and United
States Safety Appliance Acts and re-
lated orders and regulations of the Fed-
eral Railroad Administrator (FRA).

(b) It must be known that air brake
equipment on locomotives is in a safe
and suitable condition for service.

(c) Compressor or compressors must
be tested for capacity by orifice test as
often as conditions require but not less
frequently than required by law and or-
ders of the FRA.

(d) Main reservoirs shall be subjected
to tests periodically as required by law
and orders of the FRA.

(e) Air guages must be tested periodi-
cally as required by law and orders of
the FRA, and whenever any irregu-
larity is reported. They shall be com-
pared with an accurate deadweight
tester, or test gauge. Gauges found in-
accurate or defective must be repaired
or replaced.

(f)(1) All operating portions of air
brake equipment together with dirt
collectors and filters must be cleaned,
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