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been closed except for cutting off one or
more cars from the rear end of train or
electro-pneumatic brake circuit cables be-
tween power units and/or cars have been dis-
connected, running test of train air brakes
on passenger train must be made, as soon as
speed of train permits, by use of automatic
brake if operating in automatic brake oper-
ation or by use of electro-pneumatic brake if
operating in electro-pneumatic brake oper-
ation. Steam or power must not be shut off
unless required and running test must be
made by applying train air brakes with suffi-
cient force to ascertain whether or not
brakes are operating properly. If air brakes
do not properly operate, train must be
stopped, cause of failure ascertained and cor-
rected and running test repeated.

§ 232.17 Freight and passenger train car brakes

(a) Testing and repairing brakes on cars while
on shop or repair tracks. (1) When a freight car
having brake equipment due for periodic at-
tention is on shop or repair tracks where fa-
cilities are available for making air brake
repairs, brake equipment must be given at-
tention in accordance with the requirements
of the currently effective AAR Code of Rules
for cars in interchange. Brake equipment
shall then be tested by use of a single car
testing device as prescribed by the currently
effective AAR Code of Tests.

(2)(i) When a freight car having an air
brake defect is on a shop or repair track,
brake equipment must be tested by use of a
single car testing device as prescribed by
currently effective AAR Code of Tests.

(ii) All freight cars on shop or repair
tracks shall be tested to determine that the
air brakes apply and release. Piston travel
on a standard body mounted brake cylinder
which is less than 7 inches or more than 9
inches must be adjusted to nominally 7
inches. Piston travel of brake cylinders on
all freight cars equipped with other than
standard single capacity brake, must be ad-
justed as indicated on badge plate or sten-
ciling on car located in a conspicuous place
near brake cylinder. After piston travel has
been adjusted and with brakes released, suf-
ficient brake shoe clearance must be pro-
vided.

(iii) When a car is equipped for use in pas-
senger train service not due for periodical air
brake repairs, as indicated by stenciled or re-
corded cleaning dates, is on shop or repair
tracks, brake equipment must be tested by
use of single car testing device as prescribed
by currently effective AAR Code of Tests.
Piston travel of brake cylinders must be ad-
justed if required, to the standard travel for
that type of brake cylinder. After piston
travel has been adjusted and with brakes re-
leased, sufficient brake shoe clearance must
be provided.

(iv) Before a car is released from a shop or
repair track, it must be known that brake

pipe is securely clamped, angle cocks in
proper position with suitable clearance,
valves, reservoirs and cylinders tight on sup-
ports and supports securely attached to car.

(b)(1) Brake equipment on cars other than
passenger cars must be cleaned, repaired, lu-
bricated and tested as often as required to
maintain it in a safe and suitable condition
for service but not less frequently than as re-
quired by currently effective AAR Code of
Rules for cars in interchange.

(2) Brake equipment on passenger cars
must be clean, repaired, lubricated and test-
ed as often as necessary to maintain it in a
safe and suitable condition for service but
not less frequently than as required in
Standard S–045 in the Manual of Standards
and Recommended Practices of the AAR.

(3) Copies of the materials referred to in
this section can be obtained from the Asso-
ciation of American Railroads, 1920 L Street,
NW., Washington, DC 20036.

§ 232.19 through § 232.25 Provisions related to
end-of-train devices.

Not included in this Appendix as they are
contained in Subpart E of this rule.
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§ 233.1 Scope.
This part prescribed reporting re-

quirements with respect to methods of
train operation, block signal systems,
interlockings, traffic control systems,
automatic train stop, train control,
and cab signal systems, or other simi-
lar appliances, methods, and systems.

§ 233.3 Application.
(a) Except as provided in paragraph

(b) of this section, this part applies to
railroads that operate on standard gage
track which is part of the general rail-
road system of transportation.
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(b) This part does not apply to rail
rapid transit operations conducted over
track that is used exclusively for that
purpose and that is not part of the gen-
eral system of railroad transportation.

§ 233.5 Accidents resulting from signal
failure.

Each carrier shall report within 24
hours to the Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration by toll free telephone, number
800–424–0201, whenever it learns of the
occurrence of an accident/incident aris-
ing from the failure of an appliance,
device, method or system to function
or indicate as required by part 236 of
this title that results in a more favor-
able aspect than intended or other con-
dition hazardous to the movement of a
train.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 49 FR 3379, Jan.
26, 1984, part 233 was revised. This section
contains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become
effective until approval has been given by
the Office of Management and Budget.

§ 233.7 Signal failure reports.

Each carrier shall report within 15
days each failure of an appliance, de-
vice, method, or system to function or
indicate as required by part 236 of this
title that results in a more favorable
aspect than intended or other condi-
tion hazardous to the movement of a
train. Form FRA F6180–14, ‘‘Signal
Failure Report,’’ shall be used for this
purpose and completed in accordance
with instructions printed on the form.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 2130–0007)

§ 233.9 Reports.

Not later than April 1, 1997 and every
5 years thereafter, each carrier shall
file with FRA a signal system status
report ‘‘Signal System Five-year Re-
port’’ on a form to be provided by FRA

in accordance with instructions and
definitions provided on the report.

[61 FR 33872, July 1, 1996]

§ 233.11 Civil penalties.
Any person (an entity of any type

covered under 1 U.S.C. 1, including but
not limited to the following: a railroad;
a manager, supervisor, official, or
other employee or agent of a railroad;
any owner, manufacturer, lessor, or
lessee of railroad equipment, track, or
facilities; any independent contractor
providing goods or services to a rail-
road; and any employee of such owner,
manufacturer, lessor, lessee, or inde-
pendent contractor) who violates any
requirement of this part or causes the
violation of any such requirement is
subject to a civil penalty of at least
$500 and not more than $11,000 per vio-
lation, except that: Penalties may be
assessed against individuals only for
willful violations, and, where a grossly
negligent violation or a pattern of re-
peated violations has created an immi-
nent hazard of death or injury to per-
sons, or has caused death or injury, a
penalty not to exceed $22,000 per viola-
tion may be assessed. Each day a viola-
tion continues shall constitute a sepa-
rate offense. See appendix A to this
part for a statement of agency civil
penalty policy.

[63 FR 11623, Mar. 10, 1998]

§ 233.13 Criminal penalty.
Whoever knowingly and willfully—
(a) Makes, causes to be made, or par-

ticipates in the making of a false entry
in reports required to be filed by this
part; or

(b) Files a false report or other docu-
ment required to be filed by this part is
subject to a $5,000 fine and 2 years im-
prisonment as prescribed by 49 U.S.C.
522(a) and section 209(e) of the Federal
Railroad Safety Act of 1970, as amend-
ed (45 U.S.C. 438(e)).
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