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Office of the Secretary of Transportation § 37.3

EDITORIAL NOTE: Nomenclature changes to
part 37 appear at 58 FR 63101, Nov. 30, 1993.

Subpart A—General
§ 37.1 Purpose.

The purpose of this part is to imple-
ment the transportation and related
provisions of titles II and III of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990.

§ 37.3 Definitions.
As used in this part:
Accessible means, with respect to ve-

hicles and facilities, complying with
the accessibility requirements of parts
37 and 38 of this title.

The Act or ADA means the Americans
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (Pub. L.
101–336, 104 Stat. 327, 42 U.S.C. 12101–
12213 and 47 U.S.C. 225 and 611), as it
may be amended from time to time.

Administrator means Administrator of
the Federal Transit Administration, or
his or her designee.

Alteration means a change to an ex-
isting facility, including, but not lim-
ited to, remodeling, renovation, reha-
bilitation, reconstruction, historic res-
toration, changes or rearrangement in
structural parts or elements, and
changes or rearrangement in the plan
configuration of walls and full-height
partitions. Normal maintenance, re-
roofing, painting or wallpapering, as-
bestos removal, or changes to mechan-
ical or electrical systems are not alter-
ations unless they affect the usability
of the building or facility.

Automated guideway transit system or
AGT means a fixed-guideway transit
system which operates with automated
(driverless) individual vehicles or
multi-car trains. Service may be on a
fixed schedule or in response to a pas-
senger-activated call button.

Auxiliary aids and services includes:
(1) Qualified interpreters, notetakers,

transcription services, written mate-
rials, telephone headset amplifiers, as-
sistive listening devices, assistive lis-
tening systems, telephones compatible
with hearing aids, closed caption de-
coders, closed and open captioning,
text telephones (also known as tele-
phone devices for the deaf, or TDDs),
videotext displays, or other effective
methods of making aurally delivered

materials available to individuals with
hearing impairments;

(2) Qualified readers, taped texts,
audio recordings, Brailled materials,
large print materials, or other effective
methods of making visually delivered
materials available to individuals with
visual impairments;

(3) Acquisition or modification of
equipment or devices; or

(4) Other similar services or actions.
Bus means any of several types of

self-propelled vehicles, generally rub-
ber-tired, intended for use on city
streets, highways, and busways, includ-
ing but not limited to minibuses, forty-
and thirty-foot buses, articulated
buses, double-deck buses, and elec-
trically powered trolley buses, used by
public entities to provide designated
public transportation service and by
private entities to provide transpor-
tation service including, but not lim-
ited to, specified public transportation
services. Self-propelled, rubber-tired
vehicles designed to look like antique
or vintage trolleys are considered
buses.

Commerce means travel, trade, trans-
portation, or communication among
the several states, between any foreign
country or any territory or possession
and any state, or between points in the
same state but through another state
or foreign country.

Commuter authority means any state,
local, regional authority, corporation,
or other entity established for purposes
of providing commuter rail transpor-
tation (including, but not necessarily
limited to, the New York Metropolitan
Transportation Authority, the Con-
necticut Department of Transpor-
tation, the Maryland Department of
Transportation, the Southeastern
Pennsylvania Transportation Author-
ity, the New Jersey Transit Corpora-
tion, the Massachusetts Bay Transpor-
tation Authority, the Port Authority
Trans-Hudson Corporation, and any
successor agencies) and any entity cre-
ated by one or more such agencies for
the purposes of operating, or con-
tracting for the operation of, com-
muter rail transportation.

Commuter bus service means fixed
route bus service, characterized by
service predominantly in one direction
during peak periods, limited stops, use
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