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provided that, in either case, the facil-
ity shall be located in North America.
If such a request is not honored to the
satisfaction of the agency, the petition
will not receive further consideration
until the requested information is sub-
mitted.

(c) The agency will publish in the
FEDERAL REGISTER either a Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking proposing adop-
tion of the requested test procedures,
possibly with changes and/or additions,
or a notice denying the petition. The
agency will seek to issue either notice
within 120 days after receipt of a com-
plete petition. However, this time pe-
riod may be extended by any time pe-
riod during which the agency is await-
ing additional information it requests
from the petitioner or is awaiting a re-
quested demonstration. The agency
contemplates a 30 to 60 day comment
period for any Notice of Proposed Rule-
making, and will endeavor to issue a
final rule within 60 days thereafter.

PART 553—RULEMAKING
PROCEDURES

Subpart A—General

Sec.
553.1 Applicability.
553.3 Definitions.
553.5 Regulatory docket.
553.7 Records.

Subpart B—Procedures for Adoption of
Rules

553.11 Initiation of rulemaking.
553.13 Notice of proposed rulemaking.
553.15 Contents of notices of proposed rule-

making.
553.17 Participation of interested persons.
553.19 Petitions for extension of time to

comment.
553.21 Contents of written comments.
553.23 Consideration of comments received.
553.25 Additional rulemaking proceedings.
553.27 Hearings.
553.29 Adoption of final rules.
553.31–553.33 [Reserved]
553.35 Petitions for reconsideration.
553.37 Proceedings on petitions for reconsid-

eration.
553.39 Effect of petition for reconsideration

on time for seeking judicial review.
APPENDIX A TO PART 553—STATEMENT OF

POLICY: ACTION ON PETITIONS FOR RECON-
SIDERATION

APPENDIX B TO PART 553—STATEMENT OF POL-
ICY: RULEMAKINGS INVOLVING THE ASSESS-

MENT OF THE FUNCTIONAL EQUIVALENCE OF
SAFETY STANDARDS

APPENDIX C TO PART 553—STATEMENT OF POL-
ICY: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNITED NA-
TIONS/ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE
(UN/ECE) 1998 AGREEMENT ON GLOBAL
TECHNICAL REGULATIONS—AGENCY POLICY
GOALS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

AUTHORITY: 49 U.S.C. 322, 1657, 30103, 30122,
30124, 30125, 30127, 30146, 30162, 32303, 32502,
32504, 32505, 32705, 32901, 32902, 33102, 33103,
and 33107; delegation of authority at 49 CFR
1.50.

SOURCE: 60 FR 62222, Dec. 5, 1995, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§ 553.1 Applicability.

This part prescribes rulemaking pro-
cedures that apply to the issuance,
amendment, and revocation of rules
pursuant to Title 49, Subtitle VI of the
United States Code (49 U.S.C. 30101, et
seq.).

§ 553.3 Definitions.

Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration or a person to
whom he has delegated final authority
in the matter concerned.

Rule includes any order, regulation,
or Federal motor vehicle safety stand-
ard issued under Title 49.

Title 49 means 49 U.S.C. 30101, et seq.

§ 553.5 Regulatory docket.

(a) Information and data deemed rel-
evant by the Administrator relating to
rulemaking actions, including notices
of proposed rulemaking; comments re-
ceived in response to notices; petitions
for rulemaking and reconsideration;
denials of petitions for rulemaking and
reconsideration; records of additional
rulemaking proceedings under § 553.25;
and final rules are maintained in the
Docket Room, National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration, 400 Seventh
Street SW., Washington, DC 20590.

(b) Any person may examine any
docketed material at the Docket Room
at any time during regular business
hours after the docket is established,
except material ordered withheld from
the public under applicable provisions
of Title 49 and section 552(b) of title 5
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