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(1) Timely receipt of the reports re-
quired under § 216.115(d), which have
been reviewed by the Assistant Admin-
istrator and determined to be accept-
able; and

(2) A determination that the mitiga-
tion measures required under
§ 216.114(b) and the Letter of Authoriza-
tion have been undertaken.

(b) A notice of issuance of a Letter of
Authorization or of a renewal of a Let-
ter of Authorization will be published
in the FEDERAL REGISTER within 30
days of issuance.

§ 216.118 Modifications to Letters of
Authorization.

(a) In addition to complying with the
provisions of § 216.106, except as pro-
vided in paragraph (b) of this section,
no substantive modification, including
withdrawal or suspension, to a Letter
of Authorization issued pursuant to
§ 216.106 and subject to the provisions of
this subpart shall be made until after
notice and an opportunity for public
comment. For purposes of this para-
graph, renewal of a Letter of Author-
ization under § 216.117, without modi-
fication, is not considered a sub-
stantive modification.

(b) If the Assistant Administrator de-
termines that an emergency exists that
poses a significant risk to the well-
being of the species or stocks of marine
mammals specified in § 216.111, the Let-
ter of Authorization issued pursuant to
§ 216.106, or renewed pursuant to this
section may be substantively modified
without prior notice and an oppor-
tunity for public comment. A notice
will be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER subsequent to the action.

§ 216.119 [Reserved]

Subparts K–L [Reserved]

Subpart M—Taking of Bottlenose
Dolphins and Spotted Dol-
phins Incidental to Oil and
Gas Structure Removal Activi-
ties

SOURCE: 60 FR 53145, Oct. 12, 1995, unless
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 61 FR 15887,
Apr. 10, 1996.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 60 FR 53145, Oct.
12, 1995, subpart E to part 228 was added, ef-
fective Nov. 13, 1995 through Nov. 13, 2000. At
61 FR 15887, Apr. 10, 1996, subpart E to part
228 was redesignated as subpart M to part
216.

§ 216.141 Specified activity and speci-
fied geographical region.

(a) Regulations in this subpart apply
only to the incidental taking of marine
mammals by U.S. citizens engaged in
removing oil and gas drilling and pro-
duction structures in state waters and
on the Outer Continental Shelf in the
Gulf of Mexico adjacent to the coasts
of Texas, Louisiana, Alabama, Mis-
sissippi, and Florida. The incidental,
but not intentional, taking of marine
mammals by U.S. citizens holding a
Letter of Authorization is permitted
during the course of severing pilings,
well conductors, and related supporting
structures, and other activities related
to the removal of the oil well struc-
ture.

(b) The incidental take of marine
mammals under the activity identified
in paragraph (a) of this section is lim-
ited annually to a combined total of no
more than 200 takings by harassment
of bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops
truncatus) and spotted dolphins
(Stenella frontalis and S. attenuata).

§ 216.142 Effective dates.
Regulations in this subpart are effec-

tive from November 13, 1995 through
November 13, 2000.

§ 216.143 Permissible methods of tak-
ing; mitigation.

(a) The use of the following means in
conducting the activities identified in
§ 216.141 is permissible: Bulk explosives,
shaped explosive charges, mechanical
or abrasive cutters, and underwater arc
cutters.

(b) All activities identified in § 216.141
must be conducted in a manner that
minimizes, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, adverse effects on bottlenose
dolphins, spotted dolphins, and their
habitat. When using explosives, the fol-
lowing mitigation measures must be
utilized:

(1)(i) If bottlenose or spotted dolphins
are observed within 3,000 ft (910 m) of
the platform prior to detonating
charges, detonation must be delayed
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until either the marine mammal(s) are
more than 3,000 ft (910 m) from the
platform or actions (e.g., operating a
vessel in the vicinity of the dolphins to
stimulate bow riding, then steering the
vessel away from the structure to be
removed) are successful in removing
them at least 3,000 ft (910 m) from the
detonation site;

(ii) Whenever the conditions de-
scribed in paragraph (b)(1)(i) of this
section occur, the aerial survey re-
quired under § 216.145(b)(1) must be re-
peated prior to detonation of charges if
the timing requirements of
§ 216.145(b)(1) cannot be met.

(2) Detonation of explosives must
occur no earlier than 1 hour after sun-
rise and no later than 1 hour before
sunset;

(3) If weather and/or sea conditions
preclude adequate aerial, shipboard or
subsurface surveillance, detonations
must be delayed until conditions im-
prove sufficiently for surveillance to be
undertaken; and

(4) Detonations must be staggered by
a minimum of 0.9 seconds for each
group of charges.

[60 FR 53145, Oct. 12, 1995. Redesignated and
amended at 61 FR 15887, 15890, Apr. 10, 1996]

§ 216.144 Prohibitions.

Notwithstanding takings authorized
by § 216.143 or by a Letter of Authoriza-
tion issued under § 216.106, the follow-
ing activities are prohibited:

(a) The taking of a marine mammal
that is other than unintentional, ex-
cept that the intentional passive
herding of dolphins from the vicinity of
the platform may be authorized under
section 109(h) of the Act as described in
a Letter of Authorization;

(b) The violation of, or failure to
comply with, the terms, conditions,
and requirements of this part or a Let-
ter of Authorization issued or renewed
under § 216.106 or § 216.146;

(c) The incidental taking of any ma-
rine mammal of a species either not
specified in this subpart or whenever
the incidental taking authorization for
authorized species has been reached;
and

(d) The use of single explosive
charges having an impulse and pressure
greater than that generated by a 50–lb

(22.7 kg) explosive charge detonated
outside the rig piling.

[60 FR 53145, Oct. 12, 1995. Redesignated and
amended at 61 FR 15887, 15890, Apr. 10, 1996]

§ 216.145 Requirements for monitoring
and reporting.

(a) Observer(s) approved by the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service in ad-
vance of the detonation must be used
to monitor the area around the site
prior to, during, and after detonation
of charges.

(b)(1) Both before and after each det-
onation episode, an aerial survey by
NMFS-approved observers must be con-
ducted for a period not less than 30
minutes within 1 hour of the detona-
tion episode. To ensure that no marine
mammals are within the designated
3,000 ft (1,000 yd, 941 m) safety zone nor
are likely to enter the designated safe-
ty zone prior to or at the time of deto-
nation, the pre-detonation survey must
encompass all waters within one nau-
tical mile of the structure.

(2) A second post-detonation aerial or
vessel survey of the detonation site
must be conducted no earlier than 48
hours and no later than 1 week after
the oil and gas structure is removed,
unless a systematic underwater survey,
either by divers or remotely-operated
vehicles, dedicated to marine mammals
and sea turtles, of the site has been
successfully conducted within 24 hours
of the detonation event. The aerial or
vessel survey must be systematic and
concentrate down-current from the
structure.

(3) The NMFS observer may waive
post-detonation monitoring described
in paragraph (b)(2) of this section pro-
vided no marine mammals were sighted
by the observer during either the re-
quired 48 hour pre-detonation monitor-
ing period or during the pre-detonation
aerial survey.

(c) During all diving operations
(working dives as required in the
course of the removals), divers must be
instructed to scan the subsurface areas
surrounding the platform (detonation)
sites for bottlenose or spotted dolphins
and if marine mammals are sighted to
inform either the U.S. government ob-
server or the agent of the holder of the
Letter of Authorization immediately
upon surfacing.
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