§216.146

(d)(1) A report summarizing the re-
sults of structure removal activities,
mitigation measures, monitoring ef-
forts, and other information as re-
quired by a Letter of Authorization,
must be submitted to the Director,
NMFS, Southeast Region, 9721 Execu-
tive Center Drive N, St. Petersburg, FL
33702 within 30 calendar days of com-
pletion of the removal of the rig.

(2) NMFS will accept the U.S. Gov-
ernment observer report as the activity
report if all requirements for reporting
contained in the Letter of Authoriza-
tion are provided to that observer be-
fore the observer’s report is complete.

§216.146 Letters of Authorization.

(@) To incidentally take bottlenose
and spotted dolphins pursuant to these
regulations, each company operating
or which operated an oil or gas struc-
ture in the geographical area described
in §216.141, and which is responsible for
abandonment or removal of the plat-
form, must apply for and obtain a Let-
ter of Authorization in accordance
with §216.106.

(b) A copy of the Letter of Authoriza-
tion must be in the possession of the
persons conducting activities that may
involve incidental takings of
bottlenose and spotted dolphins.

[60 FR 53145, Oct. 12, 1995. Redesignated and
amended at 61 FR 15887, 15890, Apr. 10, 1996]

§216.147 Renewal of Letters of Author-
ization.

(a) A Letter of Authorization issued
under §216.106 for the activity identi-
fied in §216.141 will be renewed annu-
ally upon:

(1) Timely receipt of the reports re-
quired under §216.145(d), which have
been reviewed by the Assistant Admin-
istrator and determined to be accept-
able;

(2) A determination that the maxi-
mum incidental take authorizations in
§216.141(b) will not be exceeded; and

(3) A determination that the mitiga-
tion measures required under
§216.143(b) and the Letter of Authoriza-
tion have been undertaken.

(b) If a species’ annual authorization
is exceeded, the Assistant Adminis-
trator will review the documentation
submitted with the annual reports re-
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quired under §216.145(d), to determine
that the taking is not having more
than a negligible impact on the species
or stock involved.

(c) Notice of issuance of a renewal of
the Letter of Authorization will be
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

[60 FR 53145, Oct. 12, 1995. Redesignated and
amended at 61 FR 15887, 15890, Apr. 10, 1996]

§216.148 Modifications to Letters of
Authorization.

(a) In addition to complying with the
provisions of §216.106, except as pro-
vided in paragraph (b) of this section,
no substantive modification, including
withdrawal or suspension, to the Let-
ter of Authorization issued pursuant to
§216.106 and subject to the provisions of
this subpart shall be made until after
notice and an opportunity for public
comment. For purposes of this para-
graph, renewal of a Letter of Author-
ization under §216.147, without modi-
fication, is not considered a sub-
stantive modification.

(b) If the Assistant Administrator de-
termines that an emergency exists that
poses a significant risk to the well-
being of the species or stocks of marine
mammals specified in §216.141(b), the
Letter of Authorization issued pursu-
ant to §216.106, or renewed pursuant to
this section may be substantively
modified without prior notice and an
opportunity for public comment. A no-
tice will be published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER subsequent to the action.

[60 FR 53145, Oct. 12, 1995. Redesignated and
amended at 61 FR 15887, 15890, Apr. 10, 1996]
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