National Marine Fisheries Service/NOAA, Commerce

taking and a description of any meas-
ures that will be taken in the following
year to prevent exceeding the author-
ized incidental take level.

(5) Results of any population assess-
ment studies made on marine mam-
mals in the Outer Sea Test Range dur-
ing the previous year.

§216.156 Renewal of Letter of Author-
ization.

(a) A Letter of Authorization issued
under §216.106 for the activity identi-
fied in §216.151(a) will be renewed annu-
ally upon:

(1) Timely receipt of the reports re-
quired under §216.155(f) and (g), which
have been reviewed by the Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
and determined to be acceptable;

(2) A determination that the maxi-
mum incidental take authorizations in
§216.151(b) will not be exceeded; and

(3) A determination that the mitiga-
tion measures required under
§216.153(b) and the Letter of Authoriza-
tion have been undertaken.

(b) If a species’ annual authorization
is exceeded, the National Marine Fish-
eries Service will review the docu-
mentation submitted with the annual
report required under §216.155(g), to de-
termine that the taking is not having
more than a negligible impact on the
species or stock involved.

(c) Notice of issuance of a renewal of
the Letter of Authorization will be
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

[59 FR 5126, Feb. 3, 1994. Redesignated and
amended at 61 FR 15887, 15890-15891, Apr. 10,
1996]

§216.157 Modifications to Letter of Au-
thorization.

(a) In addition to complying with the
provisions of §216.106, except as pro-
vided in paragraph (b) of this section,
no substantive modification, including
withdrawal or suspension, to the Let-
ter of Authorization issued pursuant to
§216.106 and subject to the provisions of
this subpart shall be made until after
notice and an opportunity for public
comment. For purposes of this para-
graph, renewal of a Letter of Author-
ization under §216.146, without modi-
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fication, is not considered a sub-
stantive modification.

(b) If the National Marine Fisheries
Service determines that an emergency
exists that poses a significant risk to
the well-being of the species or stocks
of marine mammals specified in
§216.151, or that significantly and det-
rimentally alters the scheduling of ex-
plosives detonation within the area
specified in §216.151, the Letter of Au-
thorization issued pursuant to §216.106,
or renewed pursuant to this section
may be substantively modified without
prior notice and an opportunity for
public comment. A notice will be pub-
lished in the FEDERAL REGISTER subse-
quent to the action.

[59 FR 5126, Feb. 3, 1994. Redesignated and
amended at 61 FR 15887, 15891, Apr. 10, 1996]
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Subpart A—Introduction

§217.1 Purpose of regulations.

The regulations of parts 216 through
227 are promulgated to implement the
following statutes enforced by the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries Service, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, Department of Com-
merce, which regulate the taking, pos-
session, transportation, sale, purchase,



