National Marine Fisheries Service/NOAA, Commerce

or seal to be applied to the Bluefin
Tuna Statistical Document. Upon find-
ing the institution or association capa-
ble of verifying the information re-
quired on the Bluefin Tuna Statistical
Document, the Regional Director will
issue, within 30 days, a letter specify-
ing the duration of effectiveness and
conditions of authority to validate
Bluefin Tuna Statistical Documents
accompanying exports from the United
States. The effectiveness of such au-
thorization will be delayed as nec-
essary for the Assistant Administrator
to notify the ICCAT Secretariat of non-
government institutions and associa-
tions authorized to validate Bluefin
Tuna Statistical Documents.

§285.204 Ports of entry.

The Assistant Administrator shall
monitor the importation of bluefin
tuna into the United States. If the As-
sistant Administrator determines that
the diversity of handling practices at
certain ports at which bluefin tuna is
being imported into the United States
allow for circumvention of the Bluefin
Tuna Statistical Document require-
ment, he/she may designate, after con-
sultation with the U.S. Customs Serv-
ice, those ports at which Pacific or At-
lantic bluefin tuna may be imported
into the United States. The Assistant
Administrator shall announce in the
FEDERAL REGISTER the names of ports
so designated and the effective dates of
entry restrictions.

§285.205 Prohibitions.

It is unlawful for any person to do
any of the following:

(a) Import or attempt to import any
bluefin tuna into the United States
without an accompanying original
form of an approved Bluefin Tuna Sta-
tistical Document correctly completed
with the appropriate certification and
government validation.

(b) Import any bluefin tuna into the
United States from a country that re-
quires all such tuna to be tagged, with-
out said tag accompanying the bluefin
tuna.

(c) Remove a tag from any bluefin
tuna imported into the United States
accompanied by a tag, prior to its
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being cut into portions for a destina-
tion in the United States or for export.

(d) Fail to write legibly and indelibly
the tag number and the issuing coun-
try on the outside of any package con-
taining a part or parts of a bluefin tuna
that was imported into the United
States accompanied by said tag.

(e) Export or re-export from the
United States any bluefin tuna without
an accompanying original approved
Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document
correctly completed with the appro-
priate certification and, if applicable,
validated by a designated official of the
United States government or an offi-
cial of an institution authorized by the
Regional Director pursuant to
§285.203(c) to validate such documents.

(f) Fail to provide in a timely manner
any originals or copies of Bluefin Tuna
Statistical Documents required to be
submitted to the Regional Director
pursuant to §285.201.

(g) Write false information on or
modify any information previously
written on any Bluefin Tuna Statis-
tical Document required by this sub-
part or to validate such document if
not authorized to do so by the Regional
Director.

(h) Fail to maintain copies of com-
pleted Bluefin Tuna Statistical Docu-
ments as required under §285.201.

(i) Import any bluefin tuna in a man-
ner inconsistent with any ports of
entry designated by the Assistant Ad-
ministrator pursuant to §285.204.

(J) Reuse, or transfer to another deal-
er, any numbered Bluefin Tuna Statis-
tical Document issued to a dealer
under this subpart.

(k) Import any Atlantic bluefin tuna
or Atlantic bluefin tuna products into
the United States from Belize or Hon-
duras after August 20, 1997 unless a
validated Bluefin Statistical Document
required under this subpart F, §§285.200
through 285.205, shows that a particular
shipment of such bluefin tuna was ex-
ported prior to August 20, 1997.

() Import any Atlantic bluefin tuna
or Atlantic bluefin tuna products into
the United States from Panama after
January 1, 1998, unless a validated
Bluefin Statistical Document required
under this subpart F, §§285.200 through
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