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trip and are recorded on the dealer
weighout as sold; and

(2) Two percent by weight, either
dressed or round weight, of all other
fish legally landed, offloaded and docu-
mented on the dealer weighout as sold
at the end of each fishing trip, north of
34°00′ N. latitude.

(d) Purse Seine. When fishing for At-
lantic yellowfin or skipjack tuna, ves-
sels for which an Atlantic bluefin tuna
Purse Seine category permit has been
issued are allowed a 1 percent per trip
(by weight) incidental take of bluefin
less than the large medium size class.
Any landings of these incidental
catches may not be sold and will be
counted against the Purse Seine cat-
egory quota allocation for bluefin tuna.

[57 FR 32921, July 24, 1992, as amended at 58
FR 45292, Aug. 27, 1993; 59 FR 17726, Apr. 14,
1994; 60 FR 38513, July 27, 1995]

§ 285.24 Catch limits.
(a) General category. (1) From the

start of each fishing year, except on
designated restricted-fishing days, only
one large medium or giant Atlantic
bluefin tuna may be caught and landed
per day from a vessel for which a Gen-
eral category permit has been issued
under this part. On designated re-
stricted-fishing days, persons aboard
such vessels may not fish for, possess
or retain Atlantic bluefin tuna. For
calendar year 1997, designated re-
stricted-fishing days are: July 16, 17, 23,
and 30; August 6, 10, 11, 12, 17, 20, 24,
and 27; and September 1, 3, 6, 7, 10, 11,
14, 17, 19, 21, 24, and 28.

(2) The Assistant Administrator may
increase or reduce the catch limit over
a range from zero (restricted fishing
days) to a maximum of three large me-
dium or giant Atlantic bluefin tuna per
day per vessel based on a review of
dealer reports, daily landing trends,
availability of the species on the fish-
ing grounds, and any other relevant
factors, to provide for maximum utili-
zation of the quota. The Assistant Ad-
ministrator will publish a document in
the FEDERAL REGISTER of any adjust-
ment in the allowable daily catch limit
made under this paragraph. Other than
fishery closures pursuant to attain-
ment of quotas in any period, such no-
tice of catch limit adjustment shall be
filed at the Office of the Federal Reg-

ister at least 3 calendar days prior to
the change becoming effective.

(3) Large medium and giant Atlantic
bluefin tuna may be possessed or re-
tained on board a vessel for which a
General category permit has been
issued if the amount does not exceed a
single day’s catch, regardless of the
length of the trip, as allowed by the
daily catch limit in effect on that day.

(4) For calendar year 1997, anglers on
board vessels permitted in the General
category may possess school, large
school, and small medium Atlantic
bluefin tuna in an amount not to ex-
ceed a single day’s catch, regardless of
the length of the trip, as allowed by
the daily catch limit for the Angling
category in effect on that day. How-
ever, on allowable fishing days, once
the applicable catch limit for large me-
dium or giant bluefin tuna is possessed
or retained, fishing by persons on board
the vessel must cease and the vessel
must proceed to port.

(b) Harpoon Boat category. Vessels
permitted in the Harpoon Boat cat-
egory may catch multiple giant bluefin
tuna but only one large medium
bluefin tuna per day per vessel may be
caught.

(c) Purse Seine category. Large me-
dium bluefin tuna may be caught from
a vessel for which a Purse Seine cat-
egory permit has been issued provided
that the total amount of large medium
bluefin landed per trip does not exceed
15 percent by weight of the total
amount of giant Atlantic bluefin tuna
landed on that trip, and the total an-
nual amount of large medium bluefin
landed does not exceed 10 percent by
weight of the total amount of giant At-
lantic bluefin tuna allocated to that
vessel for that fishing season.

(d) Angling category. (1) Each angler
on board a vessel permitted in the An-
gling category may catch and retain
each day no more than two Atlantic
bluefin tuna which may be from the
school or large school size class. In ad-
dition to the per angler limits, one
small medium size class bluefin tuna
may be retained each day, per angling
category vessel. Anglers may not re-
tain young school Atlantic bluefin
tuna.

(2) In addition to the daily catch
limit for school, large school and small
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medium bluefin tuna, a vessel for
which an Angling category permit has
been issued may catch and retain annu-
ally one large medium or giant Atlan-
tic bluefin tuna, to be counted against
the Angling category quota specified in
§ 285.22. The owner or operator of the
vessel must report to the nearest
NMFS enforcement office within 24
hours of landing any large medium or
giant bluefin, and must make the tuna
available for inspection and attach-
ment of a tag. No such large medium or
giant Atlantic bluefin tuna may be sold
or transferred to any person for a com-
mercial purpose except for taxidermic
purposes. A list of local NMFS enforce-
ment offices may be obtained from the
Regional Director.

(3) The Assistant Administrator may
increase or reduce the per angler catch
limit for any size class bluefin tuna or
may change the per angler limit to a
per boat limit or a per boat limit to a
per angler limit based on a review of
daily landing trends, availability of the
species on the fishing grounds, and any
other relevant factors, to provide for
maximum utilization of the quota
spread over the longest possible period
of time. The Assistant Administrator
will publish a document in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER of any adjustment in
the allowable daily catch limit made
under this paragraph. Other than fish-
ery closures pursuant to attainment of
quotas in any period, such notice of
catch limit adjustment shall be filed at
the Office of the Federal Register at
least 3 calendar days prior to the
change becoming effective.

(4) Anglers on board vessels for which
an Angling category permit has been
issued may possess school, large
school, and small medium Atlantic
bluefin tuna in an amount not to ex-
ceed a single day’s catch, regardless of
the length of the trip, as allowed by
the daily catch limit for the Angling
category in effect on that day.

(e) Charter/Headboat category. (1) Per-
sons aboard vessels for which a Char-
ter/Headboat category permit has been
issued under this part are subject to
the daily catch limit in effect on that
day for school, large school, and small
medium ABT applicable to the Angling
category or the daily catch limit in ef-
fect on that day for large medium and

giant ABT applicable to the General
category. The size category of the first
ABT retained or possessed shall deter-
mine the fishing category applicable to
the vessel that day. Persons aboard the
vessel may possess ABT in an amount
not to exceed a single day’s catch, re-
gardless of the length of the trip, as al-
lowed by the daily catch limit in effect
on that day for the Angling or General
category, as applicable. School, large
school, and small medium ABT landed
by persons aboard Charter/Headboat
category vessels are counted against
the Angling category quota. Large me-
dium and giant ABT landed by persons
aboard Charter/Headboat category ves-
sels are counted against the General
category quota if landed under para-
graph (a)(1) of this section, or the An-
gling category quota, if landed under
paragraph (d)(2) of this section.

(2) When commercial fishing by ves-
sels for which General category per-
mits have been issued under this part
is authorized, except when fishing in
the Gulf of Mexico, operators of vessels
for which a Charter/Headboat category
permit has been issued under this part
are subject to the daily catch limit in
effect for the General category for
large medium or giant Atlantic bluefin
tuna as specified in paragraph (a)(1) of
this section. Once the applicable catch
limit for large medium or giant bluefin
tuna is possessed or retained on au-
thorized commercial fishing days, per-
sons aboard vessels for which Charter/
Headboat category permits have been
issued under this part must cease fish-
ing and the vessel must proceed to
port. Large medium or giant ABT land-
ed under this paragraph (e)(2) may be
sold.

(3) When the General category fish-
ery is closed, except when fishing in
the Gulf of Mexico, operators of vessels
for which a Charter/Headboat category
permit has been issued under this part
are subject to the annual vessel limit
and reporting requirement for non-
commercial take of large medium or
giant Atlantic bluefin tuna as specified
in paragraph (d)(2) of this section. Once
the applicable catch limit for large me-
dium or giant bluefin tuna is possessed
or retained under the Angling category
quota, fishing by persons aboard Char-
ter/Headboat category vessels must
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cease and the vessel must proceed to
port.

(4) At any time when fishing in the
Gulf of Mexico, operators of vessels for
which Charter/Headboat category per-
mits have been issued under this part
may not fish for, catch, retain or pos-
sess bluefin tuna except that large me-
dium and giant Atlantic bluefin tuna
taken incidental to fishing for other
species may be retained subject to the
annual vessel limit and reporting re-
quirement for non-commercial take of
large medium or giant Atlantic bluefin
tuna as specified in paragraph (d)(2) of
this section. Once the applicable catch
limit for large medium or giant bluefin
tuna is possessed or retained under the
Angling category quota, fishing by per-
sons aboard Charter/Headboat category
vessels must cease and the vessel must
proceed to port.

[57 FR 32921, July 24, 1992, as amended at 59
FR 17726, Apr. 14, 1994; 60 FR 38513, July 27,
1995; 61 FR 30187, June 14, 1996; 62 FR 30745,
June 5, 1997; 62 FR 38941, July 21, 1997]

§ 285.25 Purse seine vessel require-
ments.

(a) Mesh size. Any owner or operator
of a vessel with a permit issued under
§ 285.21(b) conducting a directed fishery
for Atlantic bluefin tuna with nets,
other than a trap net, must use a purse
seine net with a mesh size equal to or
smaller than 4.5 inches in the main
body (stretched when wet) and which
has at least 24-count thread throughout
the net.

(b) Exemption. The Director may ex-
empt any person from the mesh restric-
tions in paragraph (a) of this section if
it is determined that the net sought to
be exempted will not result in signifi-
cant injury or mortality to Atlantic
bluefin tuna which are encircled by the
net but manage to escape.

(c) Inspection. Any owner of a purse
seine vessel with a permit issued under
§ 285.21(b) must request an inspection of
the vessel and fishing gear by an en-
forcement agent of NMFS before com-
mencing any fishing trip that may re-
sult in the harvest of any regulated
species and before offloading any At-
lantic bluefin tuna. The vessel owner
must request such inspection at least
24 hours before commencement of a
fishing trip and offloading by calling

508–563–5721 or 508–281–9261. Purse seine
vessel owners must have each large me-
dium and giant bluefin tuna in their
catch weighed, measured, and the in-
formation recorded on the landing card
required under § 285.28(a) at the time of
offloading and prior to transporting
said tuna from the area of offloading.

(d) Vessel allocations. (1) Owners or op-
erators of vessels for which a Purse
seine permit has been issued under
§ 285.21(b) must apply for an allocation
of Atlantic bluefin tuna from the
quotas specified in § 285.22. The owner
or operator must apply for this alloca-
tion in writing to the Regional Direc-
tor by April 15 and must specify the
particular size class or classes of At-
lantic bluefin tuna for which the vessel
will fish. The owner or operator must
supply documentation of the vessel’s
stockholders, owners, partners, or asso-
ciation structure.

(2) The Regional Director will review
applications for allocations of Atlantic
bluefin tuna on or about May 1, and
will make equal allocations of the
available size classes of Atlantic
bluefin tuna among vessel owners so
requesting. Such allocations are freely
transferable, in whole or in part,
among purse seine vessel permit hold-
ers. Any purse seine vessel permit hold-
er intending to land bluefin tuna under
an allocation transferred from another
purse seine vessel permit holder must
provide written notice of such intent to
the Regional Director 3 days before
landing any such bluefin tuna. Such
notification must include the transfer
date, amount (mt) transferred, and the
permit numbers of vessels involved in
the transfer. Trip or seasonal catch
limits otherwise applicable under
§ 285.24(c) are not altered by transfers
of bluefin tuna allocation. Purse seine
vessel permit holders who, through
landing and/or transfer, have no re-
maining bluefin tuna allocation may
not use their permitted vessels in any
fishery in which Atlantic bluefin tuna
might be caught.

(3) Purse seine vessel owners may
apply to the Regional Director to per-
manently consolidate vessel permits
issued under § 285.21(b). Upon approval
of consolidation by the Regional Direc-
tor, the Atlantic tuna permit(s) of the
transferring vessel(s) will be cancelled,
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