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and the holder of the consolidated per-
mit is authorized to apply for alloca-
tions of Atlantic bluefin tuna commen-
surate with the number of consolidated
permits. Purse seine vessel owners who
cancel their permit by means of con-
solidation must not fish their vessel in
any fishery in which Atlantic bluefin
tuna might be caught.

(e) Transfer at sea. Purse seine vessel
owners or operators may transfer large
medium and giant Atlantic bluefin
tuna at sea from the net of the catch-
ing vessel to another permitted purse
seine vessel provided the amount trans-
ferred does not cause the receiving ves-
sel to exceed its annual vessel alloca-
tion as modified by authorized trans-
fers. Such at-sea transfers are author-
ized only between purse seine vessels
permitted under § 285.21 and not to buy
boats permitted under § 285.28.

[50 FR 43400, Oct. 25, 1985, as amended at 57
FR 32923, July 24, 1992; 58 FR 45292, Aug. 27,
1993; 60 FR 38514, July 27, 1995; 61 FR 30187,
June 14, 1996]

§ 285.26 Size classes.

Total curved fork length will be the
sole criterion for determining the size
class of whole (head on) Atlantic
bluefin tuna. For this purpose, all
measurements must be taken in a line
tracing the contour of the body from
the tip of the upper jaw to the fork of
the tail, which abuts the ventral side of
the pectoral fin and the ventral side of
the caudal keel. For any Atlantic
bluefin tuna found with the head re-
moved, it is deemed, for purposes of
this subpart, that the tuna, when
caught, fell into a size class in accord-
ance with the following formula: Total
curved fork length equals pectoral fin
curved fork length multiplied by a fac-
tor of 1.35. The pectoral fin curved fork
length will be the sole criterion for de-
termining the size class of a beheaded
Atlantic bluefin tuna. For this purpose,
all measurements must be taken in a
line tracing the contour of the body
from the ventral side of the pectoral
fin to the fork of the tail, which abuts
the ventral side of the caudal keel.
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[60 FR 14387, Mar. 17, 1995, as amended at 60
FR 38514, July 27, 1995; 61 FR 30187, June 14,
1996]

§ 285.27 Tag and release program.

(a) Notwithstanding other provisions
of this part, a person aboard a vessel
permitted under this part, other than a
person aboard a vessel permitted in the
General category on a designated re-
stricted-fishing day, may fish for At-
lantic bluefin tuna under a tag and re-
lease program, provided the person
tags all Atlantic bluefin tuna so caught
with tags issued or approved by NMFS
under this section, and releases and re-
turns such fish to the sea immediately
after tagging and with a minimum of
injury. To participate in this program,
an angler must obtain tags, reporting
cards, and detailed instructions for
their use from the Cooperative Tagging
Center, Southeast Fisheries Center,
NMFS, 75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami,
FL 33149–1099 or by calling (800)437–3936.

(b) Tags obtained from sources other
than NMFS may be used to fish for At-
lantic bluefin tuna provided the angler
has registered each year with the Coop-
erative Tagging Center and the NMFS
program manager has approved the use
of tags from that source. Anglers using
an alternative source of tags wishing
to tag bluefin tuna can call (800) 437–
3936 or write NMFS at the address
given above.

(c) Anglers registering for the Atlan-
tic bluefin tagging program are re-
quired to provide their name, address,
phone number, and, if applicable, iden-
tify the alternate source of tags.

(d) If NMFS-issued or NMFS-ap-
proved tags are not on board a vessel,
all anglers on board that vessel are
deemed to be ineligible to fish under
this section.

[60 FR 38514, July 27, 1995, as amended at 62
FR 30745, June 5, 1997]

§ 285.28 Dealer permits.

(a) General. A dealer purchasing, re-
ceiving, possessing, importing or ex-
porting Atlantic bluefin tuna must
have a valid permit required under this
section. If such purchase or receipt is
made from a buy-boat, the buy-boat
must have a valid permit under para-
graph (l) of this section.

(b) Application. Applications for a
dealer permit must be in writing on an
appropriate form obtained from the Re-
gional Director. The application must
be signed by the applicant, and be sub-
mitted to the Regional Director at
least 30 days before the date upon
which the applicant desires the permit
to be effective. The application must
contain the following information:
Company name; principal place of busi-
ness; owner or owners’ names; appli-
cant’s name (if different from owner or
owners) and mailing address and tele-
phone number; and any other informa-
tion required by the Regional Director.

(c) Issuance. (1) Except as provided in
subpart D of 15 CFR part 904, the Re-
gional Director will issue a permit
within 30 days of receipt of a completed
application.

(2) The Regional Director will notify
the applicant of any deficiency in the
application. If the applicant fails to
correct the deficiency within 15 days
following the date of notification, the
application will be considered aban-
doned.

(d) Duration. Any permit issued under
this section remains valid until Decem-
ber 31 of the year for which it is issued,
unless suspended or revoked.

(e) Alteration. Any permit which is
substantially altered, erased, or muti-
lated is invalid.

(f) Replacement. The Regional Direc-
tor may issue replacement permits. An
application for a replacement permit is
not considered a new application.

(g) Transfer. A permit issued under
this section is not transferable or as-
signable; it is valid only for the dealer
to whom it is issued.

(h) Inspection. The dealer must keep
the permit issued under this section at
his/her principal place of business. The
permit must be displayed for inspec-
tion upon request of any authorized of-
ficer, or any employee of NMFS des-
ignated by the Regional Director for
such purpose.

(i) Sanctions. The Administrator may
suspend, revoke, modify, or deny a per-
mit issued or sought under this sec-
tion. Procedures governing permit
sanctions and denials are found at sub-
part D of 15 CFR part 904.
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