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(5) For the States of Connecticut,
Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachu-
setts, New Hampshire, New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
Vermont, Virginia, and West Virginia:

Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, One Gateway Center, Suite 700,
Newton Corner, Massachusetts 03158.

(6) For the States of Colorado, Kan-
sas, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming:

Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, P.O. Box 25486, Denver Federal
Center, Denver, Colorado 80225.

(7) For the State of Alaska:

Regional Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, 1101 E. Tudor Road, Anchorage,
Alaska 99503.

[31 FR 16026, Dec. 15, 1966, as amended at 42
FR 43917, Aug. 31, 1977; 44 FR 42976, July 23,
1979; 48 FR 31655, July 11, 1983]

§29.21-3 Nature of interest granted.

(@) Where the land administered by
the Secretary is owned in fee by the
United States and the right-of-way is
compatible with the objectives of the
area, permit or easement may be ap-
proved and granted by the Regional Di-
rector. Generally an easement or per-
mit will be issued for a term of 50 years
or so long as it is used for the purpose
granted, or for a lesser term when con-
sidered appropriate. For rights-of-way
granted under authority of section 28
of the Mineral Leasing Act of 1920, as
amended, for pipelines for the transpor-
tation of oil, natural gas, synthetic lig-
uid or gaseous fuels, or any refined
product produced therefrom, the grant
may be for a term not to exceed 30
years and the right-of-way may not ex-
ceed 50 feet, plus the area occupied by
the pipeline and its related facilities
unless the Regional Director finds, and
records the reasons for his finding,
that, in his judgment, a wider right-of-
way is necessary for operation and
maintenance after construction, or to
protect the environment or public safe-
ty. Related facilities include but are
not limited to valves, pump stations,
supporting structures, bridges, mon-
itoring and communication devices,
surge and storage tanks, terminals,
etc. However, a temporary permit
supplementing a right-of-way may be
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granted for additional land needed dur-
ing construction, operation, mainte-
nance, or termination of the pipeline,
or to protect the natural environment
or public safety.

(b) Unless otherwise provided, no in-
terest granted shall give the grantee
any right whatever to remove any ma-
terial, earth, or stone for construction
or other purpose, except that stone or
earth necessarily removed from the
right-of-way in the construction of a
project may be used elsewhere along
the same right-of-way in the construc-
tion of the same project.

[31 FR 16026, Dec. 15, 1966, as amended at 42
FR 43918, Aug. 31, 1977]

§29.21-4 Terms and conditions.

(a) Any right-of-way easement or per-
mit granted will be subject to out-
standing rights, if any, in third parties.

(b) An applicant, by accepting an
easement or permit agrees to such
terms and conditions as may be pre-
scribed by the Regional Director in the
granting document. Such terms and
conditions shall include the following,
unless waived in part by the Regional
Director, and may include additional
special stipulations at his discretion.
See §29.21-8 for special requirements
for electric powerlines and §29.21-9 for
special requirements for oil and gas
pipelines.

(1) To comply with State and Federal
laws applicable to the project within
which the easement or permit is grant-
ed, and to the lands which are included
in the right-of-way, and lawful existing
regulations thereunder.

(2) To clear and keep clear the lands
within the easement or permit area to
the extent and in the manner directed
by the project manager in charge; and
to dispose of all vegetative and other
material cut, uprooted, or otherwise
accumulated during the construction
and maintenance of the project in such
a manner as to decrease the fire hazard
and also in accordance with such in-
structions as the project manager may
specify.

(3) To prevent the disturbance or re-
moval of any public land survey monu-
ment or project boundary monument
unless and until the applicant has re-
quested and received from the Regional
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Director approval of measures the ap-
plicant will take to perpetuate the lo-
cation of aforesaid monument.

(4) To take such soil and resource
conservation and protection measures,
including weed control on the land cov-
ered by the easement or permit as the
project manager in charge may re-
quest.

(5) To do everything reasonably with-
in his power, both independently and
on request of any duly authorized rep-
resentative of the United States, to
prevent and suppress fires on or near,
lands to be occupied under the ease-
ment or permit area, including making
available such construction and main-
tenance forces as may be reasonably
obtainable for the suppression of such
fires.

(6) To rebuild and repair such roads,
fences, structures, and trails as may be
destroyed or injured by construction
work and upon request by the Regional
Director, to build and maintain nec-
essary and suitable crossings for all
roads and trails that intersect the
works constructed, maintained, or op-
erated under the right-of-way.

(7) To pay the United States the full
value for all damages to the lands or
other property of the United States
caused by him or by his employees,
contractors, or employees of the con-
tractors, and to indemnify the United
States against any liability for dam-
ages to life, person or property arising
from the occupancy or use of the lands
under the easement or permit, except
where the easement or permit is grant-
ed hereunder to a State or other gov-
ernmental agency which has no legal
power to assume such a liability with
respect to damages caused by it to
lands or property, such agency in lieu
thereof agrees to repair all such dam-
ages. Where the easement of permit in-
volves lands which are under the exclu-
sive jurisdiction of the United States,
the holder or his employees, contrac-
tors, or agents of the contractors, shall
be liable to third parties for injuries in-
curred in connection with the ease-
ment or permit area. Grants of ease-
ments or permits involving special haz-
ards will impose liability without fault
for injury and damage to the land and
property of the United States up to a
specified maximum limit commensu-
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rate with the foreseeable risks or haz-
ards presented. The amount of no-fault
liability for each occurrence is hereby
limited to no more than $1,000,000.

(8) To notify promptly the project
manager in charge of the amount of
merchantable timber, if any, which
will be cut, removed, or destroyed in
the construction and maintenance of
the project, and to pay the United
States in advance of construction such
sum of money as the project manager
may determine to be the full stumpage
value of the timber to be so cut, re-
moved, or destroyed.

(9) That all or any part of the ease-
ment or permit granted may be termi-
nated by the Regional Director, for
failure to comply with any or all of the
terms or conditions of the grant, or for
abandonment. A rebuttable presump-
tion of abandonment is raised by delib-
erate failure of the holder to use for
any continuous 2-year period the ease-
ment or permit for the purpose for
which it was granted or renewed. In the
event of noncompliance of abandon-
ment, the Regional Director will notify
in writing the holder of the easement
or permit of his intention to suspend or
terminate such grant 60 days from the
date of the notice, stating the reasons
therefor, unless prior to that time the
holder completes such corrective ac-
tions as are specified in the notice. The
Regional Director may grant an exten-
sion of time within which to complete
corrective actions when, in his judg-
ment, extenuating circumstances not
within the holder’s control such as ad-
verse weather conditions, disturbance
to wildlife during breeding periods or
periods of peak concentration, or other
compelling reasons warrant. Should
the holder of a right-of-way issued
under authority of the Mineral Leasing
Act, as amended, fail to take correc-
tive action within the 60-day period,
the Regional Director will provide for
an administrative proceeding pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 554, prior to a final Depart-
mental decision to suspend or termi-
nate the easement or permit. In the
case of all other right-of-way holders,
failure to take corrective action within
the 60-day period will result in a deter-
mination by the Regional Director to
suspend or terminate the easement or
permit. No administrative proceeding
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shall be required where the easement
or permit terminates under its terms.

(10) To restore the land to its original
condition to the satisfaction of the Re-
gional Director so far as it is reason-
ably possible to do so upon revocation
and/or termination of the easement or
permit, unless this requirement is
waived in writing by the Regional Di-
rector. Termination also includes per-
mits or easements that terminate
under the terms of the grant.

(11) To keep the project manager in-
formed at all times of his address, and,
in case of corporations, of the address
of its principal place of business and
the names and addresses of its prin-
cipal officers.

(12) That in the construction, oper-
ation, and maintenance of the project,
he shall not discriminate against any
employee or applicant for employment
because of race, creed, color, or na-
tional origin and shall require an iden-
tical provision to be included in all
subcontracts.

(13) That the grant of the easement
or permit shall be subject to the ex-
press condition that the exercise there-
of will not unduly interfere with the
management, administration, or dis-
posal by the United States of the land
affected thereby. The applicant agrees
and consents to the occupancy and use
by the United States, its grantees, per-
mittees, or lessees of any part of the
easement of permit area not actually
occupied for the purpose of the granted
rights to the extent that it does not
interfere with the full and safe utiliza-
tion thereof by the holder. The holder
of an easement or permit also agrees
that authorized representatives of the
United States shall have the right of
access to the easement or permit area
for the purpose of making inspections
and monitoring the construction, oper-
ation and maintenance of facilities.

(14) That the easement or permit
herein granted shall be subject to the
express covenant that any facility con-
structed thereon will be modified or
adapted, if such is found by the Re-
gional Director to be necessary, with-
out liability or expense to the United
States, so that such facility will not
conflict with the use and occupancy of
the land for any authorized works
which may hereafter be constructed
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thereon under the authority of the
United States. Any such modification
will be planned and scheduled so as not
to interfere unduly with or to have
minimal effect upon continuity of en-
ergy and delivery requirements.

(15) That the easement or permit
herein granted shall be for the specific
use described and may not be construed
to include the further right to author-
ize any other use within the easement
or permit area unless approved in writ-
ing by the Regional Director.

[31 FR 16026, Dec. 15, 1966, as amended at 42
FR 43918, Aug. 31, 1977]

§29.21-5 Construction.

(a) If construction is not commenced
within two (2) years after date of right-
of-way grant, the right-of-way may be
canceled by the Director of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service at his discre-
tion.

(b) Proof of construction: Upon com-
pletion of construction, the applicant
shall file a certification of completion
with the Regional Director.

[42 FR 43919, Aug. 31, 1977]

§29.21-6 Disposal, transfer or termi-
nation of interest.

(a) Change in jurisdiction over and dis-
posal of lands. The final disposal by the
United States of any tract of land tra-
versed by a right-of-way shall not be
construed to be a revocation of the
right-of-way in whole or in part, but
such final disposition shall be deemed
and taken to be subject to such right-
of-way unless it has been specifically
canceled.

(b) Transfer of easement or permit. Any
proposed transfer, by assignment,
lease, operating agreement or other-
wise, of an easement or permit must be
filed in triplicate with the Regional Di-
rector and must be supported by a stip-
ulation that the transferee agrees to
comply with and be bound by the terms
and conditions of the original grant. A
$25 nonreturnable service fee must ac-
company the proposal. No transfer will
be recognized unless and until approved
in writing by the Regional Director.

(c) Disposal of property on termination
of right-of-way. In the absence of any
agreement to the contrary, the holder
of the right-of-way will be allowed 6
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